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SUB,J-dCT; Fxtract from Germany $elvs Agency.

?0 : Comnianding Officer, 4th Combat lYing
13th Combai; Wing
45th Corabat ltiing
94th Bombardment Group
95th Bombardment Group
96th Bonbarilment Group
100th Borubarfuient Group
S8bth Bonbardment Group
5B8th Bombardmeat Group
390th Bombar-dment Group

1* The foll"owing is an extraet from the Gernan $ews Agency Transraission
in Frg1ish for the Far East which will be of interost to you and your crows.
Evidently the misslon of Eiednesday, October 20, was not a failuro.

ttBerlin - Bad woather over Slestern E'lurope was obviously docisive for
carrying out the American Bomber attack on Wednesday afternoon against placos
in tho Tfest rierman Frontior region. Arnerican fornations found to their relief
an alnnost absolutely closed cloud screen which offered the best possible pro-
tection to the young Anerican pilots who for the first tivne were being sent on
such an errard. In snite of the clouds, the .fuTeric&ns wer€ able to c&use
considerable damage at i:ne poiat only, as far as could be establisired. Rain
and mist rendered. the rlefense rather difficult and Gerr*an fighter airmen had
a hard job when trying to force the enemy to accept battl"e because the raiders
kept to the clouds aLmost continously. $evertheless, German Fff and lffi fighters
traced a considerable ntrmber of enemy bornbers and attacked thern with suceass,
fn lively fighting in the course of whieh they repeatedly lsst contaet with the
snerny, Cerman airrnen rushed at the raiders. the dostruction of severaL enemy
machines has thus far been report. tl

/'/
/t/

Curtis H, LeMaX,
C{IR?TS E" LE}{AY,
Bri-gadier General, U.S.A.,
0oraaanding.

fRTS I$ A ?NTIS CERTjT'IH]

Tdajor, Air Corps,
Adjutant.
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:;#&*1si s, R*fg$*{iltrs, Jr.,
Sept*i,x, ratr #*rga*1
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one Air Task Force of 3rd Bonrbardnenb Division, bqnbjng on pathfinder arlcthrough ]]o/lo cloud, attack-ed Do"*n, a German city west of ine nirine engaged inthe pr'oduction of aircrart cotrponenis and servirg as an important railvray junctionrBonbing results could not be oi"*"vea and P.R.ur cover has not yet been obtained./t 2nd Ajr Task Force, aispatchea ty :-"t gonbar&.unt Division, did- not bonrb theassigned target because ttre pa*rri1g;"-#;#unable to naik s&r*€e one groupof this force attacked * oppoti""ip ltgg!;-*" rernainder returning withoutborrbingi A 3ro Jaqf iorg"r'io"io"edof nIZ[! of erro Bcnbardmeni nir:."ion, carriedout an uneventful diversiotut;' i',""ep over the channel south of Beaclry liead, Aspart of their largest operatiln-t" g";;;-"1;"J"';iii-oi*niJr''ioi,**0, aided byRAF Spitfires, escorted'the B-Us along-thli, *ti."u ,oit*. niso noternorthy nasthe use of P-3Bs .for withdrar,ral escort;- Eneny iigtrt"r opposltion lvas vreakrClairns against e/a are l+-l-t. -Nine bonbers ale=rai""ing.
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0 0-0-0
0' 0-0-0
0 0-0-0

, 0 0-0-0,.6 o:Gn
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- Mechanical and Equlpnent Failuresn
- Other than ilechanical ar:.ct Equipnerrt Failures (includes

vreather, encny aqti.on, recall, etc. )

0
0
0
0

U
0
0
0
o
I'

0
0
0
0
U

B3

0
n
0
6

Ot'u2t(L)

A-i ,"dlJ

a/c
x
v

Crew pickeci,.up by
D,LC s no', include

Sea fi,escueo
on Di'rersi.rn t

IIISSICI{ I,lC" I - DITA.EII

3rcr Bor:rbprclnert Division d.ispaf,cireci an Air Task Frrce ,:f 109 B*1?s to attack
Durcn. Bonbj-ng vas'accprrplisheer, thr"o..rgll,10/1C clor:ci ccvcr r"r:i-th ther aicl of Path-
finclcr 'p,/c, t'fith resuits-)ret to,be Ceterninec bit P"R.L]. co'!/er. ftccellent fi-ghter
ccver to a:rd fron the targpt was provi.ded- by P-)-;Js, p-38s and $pitllires" [neniy
fl-gliierr opposJ-tion 1,,'es weak and claii.r;:' are 2-O-0. :, Scvtn bonbers are
nissj-r:i1 , *Lo e/a ani] Ffor reascns unlnc'lin.t .'- L
BOI,.BII\TO RESLTL?S: 96 B-1?s clroppeci 509 x 5C0 ,G,P. fuscil 1/10 sec, r,rr" and V,l+Or-ra '35 x iOO l.B. ir':n 28r0p0 - 31-'OOO fc,et arb llrf3 - 1l+i6 hours on'"scc o ta:r.l. arrc] Irr
Du-rcnr Tire;rc 'vl-as sclicl unclercast arcl boib-i-ng *as ticne r-,n r,arl.ters droppcd by
Pathfj:rcier a/c. lveai,her conciitirns prevcnted cbscrvaticns of rosu.l-ts or success-
firl sirlke photographs, arirj.PoR.Ur ccvGr is ni:t lrq:;-b gyailabl-e . Anet a/c d.ropped
its loed of JLi x 100 f .8" on Aachen a . :. .: ' :

REAS0I,JS FOR F,{ITU-FE-II!qlq; ",'J2 a/c failerl tr bonb;-,'}1 becaupd o-f r:echanical
. nhicir rlras lost before reaching target.

.,. l:
Et'JC0qryERS_: Aner,y fiqhter:op"pbsititin wa$ ireaki, 30 ila w.'Ls the-'targest nunber
rcpolteti by any :lroup. These were alnost entirely ile-l0ps aircl F,''I-1!0s, altliough .

a Jii-88 lras repi)r'ted as flying aliead of one forriation froi,i C.rnbrai tcq the vicinity
of thc target. Strong attacks were nade on13' on strag.glcrs. I :

CiTSUALTIHS: Pcrscnnel- - 3 crew ne::Lbers vrere kj-lletl, 1 serir:usfy'r,',rcr-rndcc1, 1
ffi'r[{]j,. vrc'uniidF#T-5[ are..raissing. Onc ci'e;'!'r vras picketi up b],. Air SJa Rcscur:
Q..n-rin..utr v!v(:a

EgLriplrq4 - 7 F-l-?s - l to-e/a e.ncl (,, f:r rcasL,r'rs unknonno
Estiintefr ll,attle D:mage - B category rtArr, l category trii0tt and

''l -n*,-.*.*. llrlllMUUfl\/I.\' ! |
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DE}JTTAI,1{FT



DECLASSIFIED
Authoriry t"i N 0 "Z rrs:Cf5
B),.lL? NAITA Date;..,r1i iLg9gIr!gr-ir4'!

AI"]T1-AIFCRiFT FIRE: AA firc in th+ target area vas of a continuous following :

ty'pe and vras accurate cn tvro groups. I'ioderate jnaccurate fire rras reported fron
Aachen, I.Tr:nchen ard several points on the route back.

R0UT4: .BeactyHead to 5OoeStm * 01o35tE, to Canbrat, to 50o1OrN -targct (Dren), to Eindhoven, to 51o30rN - Ol1o52tEi to 1ffesthoofcl.,
to bases. ;

FICifr'ER ESCORT: 3rd Bonbar.dnent Divi*'qion fornations received escort for theEnffixissl?fi'. Peretr.etion erscort was prcrvided by fcur squadrons of R.L.F.
Spitfires as far as Canbrai, anci tc the target by two groqps of F-l+7s. Target'
and Trithdravral escort was provided by one grorp of P-l+?s. The P-lr? grcups
reporteC eneountering approxirrately $0 l.{e-109s and Fff-1!0s, but a1l- attecks v,iere
successfully brolcen opr Four e/a are clairied destroyed and five danaged.

OBSERVATICNSi A healy gun insta1latfon cn the beach in front of Berck-$ur-Mer.
was rcporffi.

05000 tEr to
to Southwold

},iISSION NO. 2 - TAIiGETS OF'OPPONTUNIM

1st Bor',rbarCnent Division dispatcheC 103 X-l?s to attack Duren. Pathfinder
a/c were unable to nark the targei as plaruied anc extrenel;r nclverse vu'eather con-
ditions prevented vj-sual- bonbing. One group attacked opportunitJ'targets inHolland. Encrny fightcr rrppositi:;rr w&s vrealc. [,:ccr.,]-1ent fi;',htc,r c,)ver $its pro-
vi.ded by P-l+7s, p-3Bs anC Spitfires. Tbro bonbers are nissing anil clairns against
e/t" art'2-1-1.
BOIiBING FJSLII,TS: 16 B-17s dropped. 156 x 500 G.P. fused !/1o sec. nose and 1/l+0_-i-..r=---;-^sec, tail from ZBr300 feet at 1l+3C hours cn a dufi.riy airfield near Gilze-Eijen.
One B-17 droppecl 10 x 50O G.P. ori 'lTcensdrecht air:fi-eld. Results are bclieved
pacf.

REAS0NS FOR FAILURE T0 tsCrl.tBr B6 a/e failed to bonb - h because of niechanj-cal
ecause Pathfintler a/c trere unable to niark prinary tar-.get ancl adverse weather prevenicd visual burkring, arrl 2 tr&ich were lost beforetargct. ', 

,

ENCQ,T-EITERS: lst ]Jcnbarrt:crib Dirri-qion rcported'vcry light opposition, 13.be+ne
Tfrd-ffiragc nurnbcr of e/a encoi.intcred. 3inqie urginu iirjhtoru preaoirinatede "
1,{e-109s baing the nost frequently mentioncd. .L fer,v- of ti'rc usual tv,rin-engine
types lrcre sighteci, but did. no dar,rage, A heal-on attack W ti trL'I-190s near Cambraj.
accou"rrted for tv'ro B-t]* lcst by 303:.d grcupr

CASUTIL?IES: Personnel - 1 crew rnenber v,'as kil-leC e.nd 2I arc ni.ssing.
lcst, b,:th tc e/a.9guipnent-2B-UswereBPti:rated Ba,ttle Danags - 2 category rr.trr and 1

i$iTI-AfRCRAFT FIFE: lJeagre inaccurate fire -iras enccnntereC
ffi various pcints along the r,:uteo

IA1,

ca'begory rrA0n.

on crossing the
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