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HEADQUARTERS 3RD. BOMBARDMENT DIVISTION~ By _1¢z NARA Date 248 09 ‘
Office of the Commanding Gener . I N
APO 634, U. S. Army ﬂ

24 Qctober 1943,

SUBJECT: Extract from Germany News Agency.

TO : Commanding Officer, 4th Combat Wing
13th Combat Wing
45th Combat Wing
94th Bombardment Group
95th Bombardment Group
96th Bombardment Group
100th Bombardment Group
385th Bombardment Group
388th Bombardment Group
390th Bombardment Group

1. The following is an extract from the German News Agency Transmission
in English for the Far East which will be of interest to you and your crews.
Evidently the mission of Wednesday, October 20, was not a failure.

"Berlin = Bad weather over Western Furope was obviously decisive for
carrying out the American Bomber attack on Wednesday afternoon against places
in the West German Frontier region. American formations found to their relief
an almost absolutely closed cloud screen which offered the best possible pro-
tection to the young American pilots who for the first time were being sent on
such an errand. In spite of the clouds, the Americans were able to cause
considerable damage at one point only, as far as could be established. Rain
and mist rendered the defense rather difficult and German fighter airmen had
a hard job when trying to force the enemy to accept battle because the raiders
kept to the clouds almost continously. Nevertheless, German FW and ME fighters
traced a considerable number of enemy bombers and attacked them with success.
In lively fighting in the course of which they repeatedly lost contact with the
enemy, Cerman airmen rushed at the raiders. The destruction of several enemy
machines has thus far been report."”

/s/ Curtis E. LeMay,

/t/ CURTIS E. LEMAY,
Brigadier General, U.S.A4.,
Commanding.

THIS IS A TRUE CERTIFIED COPY:

EDWARD P. RUSSELL,
Major, Air Corps,
Adjutant.
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HEADUUARTERS
HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDETNT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 834
21 Cotober 1943

SUBJECT: S-3 ¥Werretive Report on Operstional Hission, 20 Dctober 1943,
T : Comsknding Officer, 96th Bomb Group, AFD 834

l. The 95th Bomb Group was slerlcd for this Mission at 0358 20 Dotober
1943. Bomb loading to be 10 x 500 lbs. G. P, The 13th Combat Fing was to
form the lend Combet Wing of the Brd tomb Division, 95th Group with & P.7,T7.
was to form the lewd Group the lead Group of 15th Jowbet Wing. Three aire
oreft from the 100th Group were to form last ele o.i.

2. Winetscen sireraft departed thic station snd formed at 2000t above
the field with three ships frem 100th Porming on high Squadron.

3. Fhip 0634 piloted by L. Owen returned tn this stution at 1402
having eborted from the formation over ingland with en uncontrollable super-
charger on | 2 engine, and an oil esooler lesk on ¢ 8 engine. Erip 4 0553
returned tc this station at 1405 having sborted from the formation after
loseing the oxygen supply in teil position and Tail Gunner psssing out,

Ship # 5263 pileted by Lt, Carsom returncd this station at 1346 due to # 2
engine cutting out. ' A

4. Combat Wing rendezvous was meco between Suncher 7 8 snd = plasker
# 7 on time without ineident. Division formstion mede bebwesn Splasher & 7
and Splasher # 8 and briefed course held to comst of Trance. Inside Freneh
coast &t Tambri o under sast wes foumd =nd route *o target flown on "gY
and dead reckoning, P.7,.F, uneble to bormb en equipment so berbs wers dropped
on B.Te4, 4 sclid undergast prevented seecing resulte o7 bombing. Clouds
extended up tc 28,000' so briefed altituds could not be flown. O8th Group
leading flew over target at 28,500' with 390th and O5th both Plying high.

8. Fighter support in to and out of tarcet wes good.

6. Route home wes flown without incident except for ship 0114 flom
by Lt. Roangstad who ditched in mid chennsl dus to s shortsge of cas,

7. Tlek over terget wes woderate and insoccurete., ¥e flak encountered
an reute cut,

8. Results of besaaing are unknown,

HORMAN 5. ROVHECHILD, Jr.,
Captain, iir Corps,
Asst. Uperations Officer,
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HEADQUARTERS J
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Off'ice of the Operations Officer

APD 854
20 Cotober 1943

SUBJECT: Wavigetion Report on Operations of 20 Qotober 1943,

TO 1 Commanding Officer, 95th Hombardment Group (H), APO 634,

1. The Winety Fifth Bombsrdment Group (i) flew as lead group of the
Third Bombardment Division, and wes led by a Pathfinder aireraft,.

2o All control times were met as briefed except the Thirteenth
Combat Wing assembly at Buncher # 8, This time was three minutes early,
but the other groups were in good Combst Wing formation at this point due
to a change in wind, it was necessary te draw up a new flight plan, and
to lose time on course in order to mest control times. Beachy Head was
crossed at gerc hour en course, ‘

8, Pilotage was good over enemy territory %o Cambrai, and "Gee"
worked very well to this point in most planes, and in the Pathfinder plane,
"Gee™ was good to 50° 08'N 04° 40'E. At this peint all transmission
faded, snd it wes necessary %o navigate to the target by Dead Resckoning,
The bombs were dropped through this undercest on the navigator's E.7.A.
The course back was latered freguently to miss flak emplscements, but
briefed course was averaged,

4. Three instrusent feilures were reported in "Geo"” sets,

> 4 .
I TR R ey
‘ Ll /

T ELLI8 B, SCRIPTURE

G‘Fta; Alr ﬁﬂrﬁ,
Group Wavigation Officer.
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103A LAST PART DUREN, GERMANY 20 OCTOBER 1943

8=1 E/A OPPOSITION WAS VERY WEAK, ONLY ONE ATTACK BY TWO FW 190's ON
THE GROUP BEING REPORTED., THIS ATTACK WAS INTERCEPTED BY TWO ESCORTING
P-47's WHILE E/A WERE APPROXIMATELY 400 YDS. DISTANT AT 3 0'CLOCK 4 ND
SLIGHTLY AROVE, |

$-2 DUE TO HEAVY UNDERCAST IT IS DIFFICULT TO PIN POINT FLAK POSITIONS.

HOWEVER IT WAS REPORTED AT 1413, 1415, 1422, 1425, 1430 AND 1449 HOURS
BELIEVED TO BE OVER THE FOLLOWING TOWNS - EUPEN, DUREN, AACHEN, ROERMOND,
WEERT, MUNCHEN, GLADBACH AND LIMBURG. THESE WERE OF THE CONTINUOUS
POLLOWING TYPE MEAGRE, AND WITH ACCURATE ALTITUDE (27,000') AND IN®
ACCURATE DEFLECTION. YELLOW GREEN FLAK WAS REPORTED NORTH OF EINDHOVEN
AT 1447 HOURS,

NO PLAK NOTICED AT COAST ON ROUTE OUT AS BRIEFED.
Se3 PILOT OF B~17 NO,42-30114 ADVISED THEY WER! OUT OF FUEL AND DITCHING.
THEIR POSITION WAS REPORTED AS 52005'N 02°35'E BY DR. SHORTLY BEFORE
LANDING. A/C#0178 MADE AN ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND TOOK A "G" FIX AT 15:45
HOURS REPORTING 52°04'N 02°03'E. |

AN AIR SEA RESCUE BOAT WAS SEEN IN THE VICINITY. SHORTAGE OF PUEL
FORGED ABONDONMENT OF SEARCH, BEFORE LOCATING EITHER THE A/C OR CREW IN
DISTRESS.
S-4 NONE
8-5 NOT AVAILABLE.
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$~6 BARRAGE BALLOONS OVER ROTTERDAM.

6 LARGE BARGES WITH 28 SMALLER CRAFT REPORTED AT 51940'N 04°10'E,
S-7 UNKNOWN BECAUSE OF HEAVY COMPLET UNDERCAST. PHOTOS OF NO VALUE.
8-8 LT. WITT REQUESTS THAT THE TWO P=47 PILOTS WHO ESCORTED HIM TO
ENGLAND WHEN HE WAS IN DISTRESS, AND WHO RAN OUT OF GAS AND LANDED WITH
HIMAT BUNGAY A/D, BE THANKED FOR THEIR EFFORTS, MANY PILOTS GOMMENTED
ON THEIR SHORTAGE OF GAS DUE TO THE CLINB,AND SUGGESTED A COLOR FLARE
BE USED TO INDICATE A CREW WAS DITCHING., '
8=9 NINETEEN Bel7's TOOK OFF FROM THIS BASE AT 1011 FORMING THE IEAD OF
THE SRD BOMB DIVISION TO BOMB DUREN BY PATHFINDER. THREE A/C RETURNED
BERORE CROSSING ENGLISH COAST.

#0634 AT BEACHYHEAD AT 1305 - #2 SUPERCHARGER WENT OUT AT 28,000

ALTITUDE

#0353 AT BEACHYHEAD AT 1308 -X OXYGEN REGULATOR CRACKED AND TAIL
GUNFER UNCONSCIOUS.

#3263 AT BEACHYHEAD AT 1305 - #2 ENGINE CU? OUT AT FULL THROTTLE AND
AND LBAK IN OXYGEN SYSTEM. .

SIXTEEN B-17's CONTINUED ON COURSE AND BOMED ON THE PATHFINDER.
COMPLETE UNDERCAST OVER TARGET AND MOST OF THE ROUTE MADE REPORTS OF
FLAK AND RESULTS OF BOMBING OF LITTLE VALUB. ONLY TWO E/A ATTACKED OUR
GROUP AND THEY WERE INTERCEPTED BY TWO P=47's. FIGHTER SUPPORT WAS
EXCELLENT IN EVERY RESPECT AND GREATLY APPRECIATED BY ALL CREWS ON THE
ENTIRE ROUTE. ‘

ONE A/C #0114 WAS FORCED TO DITCH BECAUSE OF FUEL & HORTAGE. TWO
A/C #0178 AND #9943 WERE FORCED TO LAND AT OTHER A/D's BECAUSE OF FUEL
SHORTAGE. ALL OTHER A/C LANDED AT OUR BASE AT 1557 HOURS.
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HEADQUARTERS N Mt
VIII BEOMBER COMIAND I
APO 63l _—

Bomber Cormand Narrative of Operations
116th Operation - 20 Ocﬁbber, 1943

Mission Nos 1 - Duren,
Mission Nos 2 - Durens
Mission No, 3 - Diversioe

One Air Task Force of 3rd Borbardment Division, bambing on Pathfinder a/c
through 10/10 cloud, attacked Duren, a German city west of the Rhine engaged in
the production of aircraft components and serving as an important railway junction«
Bombing results could not be observed and P.R.U. cover has not yet been obtained.
A 2nd Air Task Force, dispatched by 1lst Bombardment Division, did not bomb the
assigned target because the Pathfinder a/c were unable to mark sanee One group
of this force attacked an opportunity target, the remainder returning without
bombings A 3rd Task Force, composed of B~2ls of 2nd Bombardment Division, carried
out an uneventful diversionary sweep over the channel south of Beachy Head, As
part of their Jargest operation to date, a/c of VIIT Fighter Command, aided by
RAF Spitfires, escorted the B-17s along their entire routes Also noteworthy was
the use of P~38s for withdrawal escort, Enemy fighter opposition was weake
Claims against e/a are l~1~1; Nine bombers are missing. ’

Unit Number of A/C Personnel Casualties
3BD BOMB DIV (Dispatched Attacked —Failed Lost) Claims (Killed Wounded Missing)

MISSION NO, 1 ‘ To Bombs+
DUREN = - _p_} . e
94 17 15 2 0 2= Dabg 0 0 20
95 16 = 36 0 0 1Ix 0-0-0 O 0 0
96 : 21 19 2 o} ¢ 0-0-0 0 0 20
100 8 8 0 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
385 17 11 5 1 1 ueh 3 3 10
388 16 —— 35 0 0 0 0=0-0 0 0 0]
390 1l 12 2 0 1 0=0-0. 0 I 1l
T09 or 9T i 1 =0 3 2 [an
1ST BOMB DIVs .
{IISSTON To. 2
joji] _ » =
91 3= G 0 3 0 0=0=0 0 0 0
92 T 0 0 1 0 -~ 0=0=0 0 0 0
303 19 0 0 19 2 2-1=1 0 0 21
305 i 0. 0 7 0 Owl=0 0 0 0
306 Bl 0 3% 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
351 7 0 5 6 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
379 , 17 =17 0 0 0 0G0 - ¥ 0 0
381 s oy 6 0 7 0 - 0-0s0 o 0 o}
384 18 0 3 15 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
103 a7 w5 T T % 0 21

CONFIDENTTAL
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Unit Nurber of A/C : Personnel Casualties

2ND DOWB DIV. (Dispatched Attacked Failed Lost) Claims (Killed Wounded ldssing)
MISSION NO. 3 To Bombit

DIVERSION = Egoe:l

LL 18 0 0 GERRES 0-0-0 0 0 0

95 7 i r e Q- .0 0=0-0. 0 0 0

389 18 By ig 0% 0 0-0-0 0 0 0

392 17 08 . 0%0 - GnG 0 0 0

70 EE o300 - 0=0~0 0 0 0
TOTALS 282 T 18 BB e e el 2 85

% Failed to Bomb = A - Mechanical and Equipment Failures,
B - Other than lMechanical and Equipment Failures (includes
weather, encmy actiqn, recall, etc;)

x CrCW'plche up by Avr Sea RegcuOQ.
v Does not 1ncludc}a/c on Diversions
LTSSTON NO. 1 ~ DUREN

w2

3rd Bo rbardnent DlVWSlOH d¢50a+cned an Air Task Force of 109 B-17s.to attack
Duren.  Bombing was-accpmplished through 10/10 cloud cover with the aid of Path-

finder @/c, with results-yet to:be determined by PeR.U. covers Excellent fighter
cover to and from the target was provided by P—&?s, P-38s- and Spitfires. Enemy
fighter opposition was ueak and claing’ are 2-0-0, ~ . Seven bombers are

missi -ng, ?Ft@ e/a‘and = for reasons unknown .

BOMBING RESULTS: 96 R-l?s‘dropped'509 x 500 G.P. fused 1/10 sece nose and 1/L0
sec, tail and 1635 x 100 T.B. from 28,000 - 31,000 feet at 1113 - 1416 hours on'
Duren. There was lld undercast and borbing Wwas done on markers grunpcd by
Pathfinder a/ce Weauner conditions prevented gbservations of results or success=-
ful strike photographs, and PeR.U. cover is nct yet available. . One a/c dropped
its load of 38 x 100 I.B. on Aachen, i i

REASONS FOR FﬁILUFE T0 BON B “;12 a/c failed to bomb =11 becauge of mechanical
or equirm ent 1 lluros and L. mhich was 1ost before reaching targete.

ENCOUWTERS- Enemy flghter PositiBn wak weaks” 30 ¥/a was th¢“largest nurber
Teported by any Eroup . These were almost entix ~ely lle=109s and FW-190s, although ..
a JU-88 was reported as flying shead of one formation from Cambrai to,the vicinity
of the target. Strong attacks were made only on stragglers. Y s

CLSUALTIES: Personnel - 3 crew members were killed, 1 seriously w*unubu, 1
slipntly wounded and 8l are.missing. One crew was picked up by Air Sca Rescue
Service, '

Fquipment - 7 B-17s - 1 to é/a and 6 for reasons unknown.
Estimated Battle. Damage - 8 catugorj tAn, 1 category WA \C! and
1 category “EU, :

.CONFEITIDENITI AL
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CONEIDENTIAL
ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE: AA fire in the target aréa wis of a continuous following -
type and was accurate on twe groups. Noderate inaccurate fire was reported fronm
Aachen, lMunchen and several points on the Toute back,

ROUTE: Beacly Head to 500°25N - OIOBS'E, to Cambrai, to 50°10'N - 05°00'E, to
targct (Duren), to Eindhoven, to SIOBO*N - OlO52!E, ﬁo‘Wbsthoofo, to Southwold
to basese

FIGHTER ESCORT: 3rd Bomb ardment Division formations received escort for the
entire missim. Penetration escort was provided by four squadrons of R.A.F,

~ Spitfires as far as Cambrai, and to the target by two groups of P-l7s. Target
and withdrawal escort was provided by one group of P-L7s. The P=47 groups
reported encountering approximately 50 le-109s and FW-190s, but all attacks were
successfully broken up. Four e/a are claimed destroyed and five damaged.

OBSERVATIONS: ;A‘heavy gun installation on the beach in front of Berék—Sur—Merﬁ
was reported.

MISSION NO. 2 - TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY

1st Bombardment Division dispatched 103 B-17s to attack Duren. Pathfinder
a/c were unable to mark the target as planned and extremely adverse weather con=-
ditions prevented visual bombing. One group attacked opportunity targets in
Holland. Enemy fighter opposition was weak. Excellent fighter cover was pro-
v;ded by P-L7s, P-38s and Spitfires. Two bombers are missing and claims against
e/a are 2-1-1,

BOMBING RESULTS: 16 B-17s dropped 156 x 500 G.P. fused 1/10 sec. nose and 1/L0
sec, tail from 28,300 feet at 1L30 hours on a dummy airfield near Gilze-Rijene.
One B-17 dropped 1O x 500 G.P. on Woensdrecht airfield., Results are believed
pOOTe.

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BOMB: 86 .a/c failed to bomb - ) because of mechanical

or equipment failures, 80 because Pathfinder a/c were unable to mark primary tar-. .
get and advbrs“ weather prevented visual Hjmblnt, and 2 whlch were lost before
target,

&

ENCOUNTERS: . 1st Bombardment Division re portod very ll"ht opp031t10n, ‘13 belng

the average number of e/a encountered. Single engine fightérs predominated,
Me-109s being the most frequently menticneds 4 few of the usual twin-engine

types were sighted, but did no damage. A head-on attack by & F¥~190s near Cambrai
accounted for two B-17s lost by 303rd group.

CASUALTIES: Personnel - 1 crew member was killed and 21 are missing.
Equipment - 2 B-17s were lost, both to e/a. ,
Estimated Battle Damage - 2 categﬂry YAY and 1 categery “WACH,

ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE: leagre inaccurate fire was encountered on crossing the
Irench Coast and at varioms points along the routee

CONFIDENTIA L
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