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NINETY FIFTE B .
Office ¢f the Opa:

BURJECTs 5-3 Warrstive Report on Oporan. +fy 14 Octab.
o \‘\—
20 . 1 Comasnding OTTIGEr; 95th Somberdment Group (7), 4ro BSd,_ £
- ] \\;
\\,,

The 95th Bombardment Group (H) was alerted for this Mission st s
; spober 1043, Bomb losding %¢ be § x 1000 powund bombs. The Srd
Alr Divisionas te [orm the Zad Air Task Force with the 13%h Combat Wing
flying the midNing position in the Division formation. 96th Pembardment
Grewp (H) te fly\low Group in 13th Combet #ing formation. 95th Croup te
supply eighbeen (18} sircrsft with five £illing siroraft from 100th Sreup

T Eightaen (18) sireraft departed this stetion at 1012 gad for
at 2000' abovs tha Meld with the five 8hips from 100th Group £illing in
in the high Bquadron snd two spares [lyiag to £ill in for sbortions,

3. Ship # 0167 piloted by Lt. Smith returned to base at 1136 having
aborted with engine trouble and landed with 72 engine feathered. Ship
# 3485 piloted by Lt. Kring returned to base st 1330 due to & shortags of
oxygen. : e,
4. Rendezvous wes made with load Group st Bumsher # § on time with- :
out inoident. Briefed course was flowm to the target without encountering
excessive flak or fighters. Pighter suppert on route into tarcet was good.

8. At I.P, econfusion resulted due to failure of lesd Group to make
its turn on target. 85th Group finelly turned on bombing run only te have
lead Group cut beck snd forih scross them. A short runm resulted and our
bombs fell short of tarpet. Moderste to intense flak was reported over
target and shorily after leaving the target ship # 0135 piloted by Lt.
McPherson aborted from the formation with an enpine feathered and his wheels
down. Cause of demage to engine unknown.

6. Briefed course held on retwrn snd moderste flsk encountersd st
various points returning. Hoderats fighter ettacks were reported. Mo
other planes lost on return trip.

7+ Results of bombing wers unsuccessful.

HARRY ¢. MUMPORD,
Major, Air Cerps,
Operations Officer.
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NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Offige of the Operations Officer

GROUP FORVATION FORM DATE 14 Oct 43

LEAD
_Storie
08g2 "
Barraclough _Owen
3273 0255 HIGH
i Ering ! _McPherson
mmmm 0135
_Caspers | Miller Infield | Wits
0634 3317 3263 0182
: i i Reno i
T8
Smith '  Tucker
" 0167 7786
| deotk . |
1008k | _100th
|
EXTRA | _
100th 100th EXTRA SHIPS
334 9943
100th 555 0178

412 0244 = lead
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: HEADQUARTERS
HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

15 October 1043

SUBJECT: Se2 Report.
TO Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 834,

e

lo 18 A/C took off Beginning at 1013 to sttack the target
Schweinfurt., 5 A/C of the 100th, 3 to complete a high squadron and
two as spares rendezvoused with our group which was the low group
of the 13 CW flying as the 2nd wing of the 3 BD which was led by the
45th and followed by the 4 CW.

2, 16 of our A/C bombsd the target with poor results though
our crews reported general bombing as good,

3. A/C #167 (Smith) returnsd at 1138 having aborted over our
fleld at 10,000 feet at 1100 hours with #2 engine feathered., A/C
#465 (Kring) because of an oxygen leak returned from 50°3a'N,
O5985'E at 1350, altitude 18,900 fest. He r eturned alone t hrough
eneny territory without incident., A/C #135 (McPherson) was lost
near the rally point, Lt. McPherson the Pilot who was flyinges a

4. Aerial bombing, use of rockets, use of high flying E/A
for probable reconnaissance and predominace of T/E fighters were
reported, One of ocur A/C #4862 (Kerr) returned minus both waist and
tall gunners who had parachuted when explosive shell hit ship and
severed oxygen line, All 3 crew members are belisved to have been
suffering some degree of injury,

S. Crews tired on return, some statedly from long perlod under
oxygen, but general crew morale high,

FLORERCE J, DONOHUE,
Major, Air Corps,
Intelligence Ofricer,



i O R ey e DECLASSIFIED

a5
By _l(7 NARA Date /_J, ‘,/k
- A Ubd | ijr:; ﬂ:’ k8
fg / ; {W/f =
H-3327
XXX
COBOMGR  95TH XXXX
$#F14-10-43 21:23 s-2
95TH BOMB. GROUP SCHWEINFURT 14 OCTOBER 1943

-1 4070 50 E/A WERE ENCOUNTERED BUT MADE REPEATED MEDIOCRE ATTACKS FROM
LUXENBURG TO THE TARGET AND BACK TO COAST. TWO THIRDS OF THY ATTACKS

WERE FROM 5:30 70 7:30 0'CLOCK FROM THE SUN, LEVEL TO HIGH. MOSTLY Me 110's
AN EQUAL NUMBER OF Me 100's AND FW 190's A FEW Me 210's and JU 88's

AND 2 DO217's., THE Me 109's WERE DARK GREY AND SOME WITH ZEBRA MARKINGS
THE ME 110's HAD LIGHT GREY ON BELLY AND DARK'R ON TOP. JU 88's WERE

BROWN AND YELLOW PAINTED VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY. THE FW 190's HAD A
YBLLOW NOSE AND YELLOW AROUND FUSELAGE SOME WITH RED COWLINGS. THE He 110's
FIRED ROCKETS PROM 1500 to 3000 YARDS TO OUR REAR AND AT OUK AL®ITUDE

SOME 5° TO 10° TO THE SIDE. SINGLE FLASH AND PUFF OF BLACK SMOKE FROM
UNDER BACH WING ( ONE CREW REPORTED 2 UNDER EACH WING). BALL OF SMOKE

ARD PIRE CAME AT ONESHIP OVER WING AND EXPLODED INTO A DIRTY GREY BURST.

THE RICRT WING CUT THE SMOKE. ONE CREW REPORTED A FEW PW 190's FIRING
ROCKETS. THEY BURST LIKE FLAK. THE Me 110's HAD O FORMATION BEHIND US
TODAY LIKE MUNSTER BUT THREE TO FOUR AT A TIME WERE PLAYING POLLOW THE
LEADER. TWO CREWS REPORTED A FEW E/A ABOVE THEM FROM 5,000 to 7,000
(POSSIBLY JU 88's) WHO WOULD S BACK AND FORTH THEN TTIP THETR NOSE AND
APPARENTLY FIRE CANNONS. IT WAS NOT A FURST OF FIRE AND WAS INACCURATE.
§-2 ON ROUTE IN TO TARGET THERE WAS NO A A FIRE FROM BRUSSELS OR LIEGE,

THO WHYS GROUP SEEMED WITHING R ANGE. IN TARGET AREA THERE WAS A MODERATE

=T

|
|
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TO INTENSE BARRACE WITH A MODERATE CONCENTRATION OF CONTINUOUS-POLLOWING
'FIRE, BOTH FAIRLY ACCURATE. TEN OF OUR A/C REPORT MINOR DAMAGE. AT
KARLSRUHE ON WAY BACK THERE WAS A BARRAGE OF MODERATE FIRE, WITH BURSTS
OF PINK SMOKE, POSSIBLY USED AS DIRECTIONAL ARROW, THOUGH ENEMY FIGHTERS
WERE ALREADY IN CONTACT. THE SAME THING WAS REPORTED OUVER GERMERSHEIM,
GERMANY. AT 49°46'N 09°11'E SDME SORT OF ROCKET CAME UP THAT BURST IN
AN AREA 20 FT. ACROSS AND DRIPPED LIKE MOLTEN RUBBER OR PHOSPHORUS.

MANY ROCKETS, SEEMINGLY FROM THE GROUND WERE REPORTED IN VICINITY OF
WORMS, GERMANY.

8«3 A/C #0135 LEPT 95TH GROUP 5 MINUTES AFTER TARGET ABOUT 50°00'N
10817'E, wheels down, #3 engine FEATHERED, ZE, CHUTES. A B-17 FROM LOW
GROUP BEHIND AND ON LEFT OF 95TH LEFT FORMATION JUST AFTER TARGET UNDER
CONTROL WITH ALL ENGINES OK AND NO SMOKE 10 CHUTES CHME OUT. A B-l7 FROM
SAME GROUP (BELIEVED TO BE THE LEAD) LOWERED WHEELS, LEFT FORMATICN, AND
LANDED IN A CLEAR FIELD BETWEEN TWO VERY SMALL VILLAGES IN VICINITY OF
MANNHEIM. APTER LANDING A COLUMN OF HEAVY BLACK SMOKE 1,000' CAM FROM
THIS B-17. AT 1631 ABOUT 49927'N 02948'E (POSSIBLY FROM THE 390TH GROUP
A B-17 LEFT FORMATION UNDER CONTROL BELIEVE ALL TEN CHUTES LIFT OK. AT
49°15'N 08°38'E, 1525 HOURS A B-17LEFT PORMATION WITH 2 FW 190's ON
TATLEIGHT CHUTES AND T WO NOT OPENED REPORTED. AT 49945'N 08°20'E AT
1424 A B-17 DROPPED BOMBS IN PASTURE AND LEPT FORMATION. A Bel7 IEFT
GROUP BEHIND AFTER TARGET-BURNED RAPIDLY BROKE IN HALF AND PARTS FLOATED
DOWN, NO CHUTES,
S-4 NONE

$-5 NOT AVAILABLE
S8 SMOKE POSES

A CAMP POSSIBLE MILITARY NEAR OBERSEEIN WHOSE COORDINATES ARE 49°42'N

ONE CREW REPORTED

07°17'E. ANOTHER CREW REPORTED AN AIRFIELD WITH ONE RUNWAY AT VOLKACH
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FIRE CiR EKPLOSIH WAS REPORTED AT HANAU AT 1412 AS WE PASSED 20 EﬁLES SGU‘!’E

OF THESE. A IARGE NEW BUILDING THAT COULD BE A FACTORY SEEN AT LAUTERFCKEN
WHOSE COORDINATES ARE 49939' 07935', B0 CREWS REPORTED A BOCKE WOLF THAT
WAS JUST A VAPOR TRAIL IN THE S KY HIGH ABOVE 50 MILES BEFORE WE REACHED THE
TARGET AND ONF T0 100 MILES BEYOND KEEPING WITH US AND FINALLY COMING DOWN
T0 RECOGNITION LEVEL. ‘

8-7 MOST GUNNERS REQUESTED SOME TRACER BULLETS ON PUTURE MISSIONS.

PILOTS RELIEFP TUBE IN PILOTS COMPARTMENT XXX

8«8 BOMBING RESULTS AT .1455 FROM 21,500' FEET ON A MAGNETIC HEADING OP
30° were écera ‘ THE LEAD GROUP MISSED THE I. P AND WENT BEYOND TO THE TOWN
OF KITZINGEN BEFORE TURNING. THEN AS WE GOT BACK ON THE CORRECT COURSE WE
HAD TO MAKE S EVERAL FIGURES "S8" AS WE WERE TOO CLOSE PO THE IE AD GROUP
AND IN DANGER OF THEIR BOMBS DROPPING ON US.

8-9 18 A/C TOOK OFF BEGINNING AT 1013 TO ATTACK THE TARGET SCHWEINFURT.

8 A/C OF THE 100TH, 3 TO COMPLETE A HIGH SQUADRON AND TWO AS SPARES
RENDEZVOUSED WITH OUR GROUP WHICH WAS THE LOW GROUP OF THE 13 C W PLYING
AS THE 2ND WINC OF THE 3BD WHICH WAS LED BY THE 45TH AND FOLLOWED BY THE

4 CW, -16 OF OUR A/C BOMBED THE TARGET WITH POOR RESULTS THOUGH OUR CREWS
REPORTED GENERAL BOMBING AS GOOD. A/C #167 (SMITH) RETURNED AT 1136
HAVING ABORTED OVER OUR FIELD AT 10,000 FEET AT 1100 HOURS WITH #2 ENGINE
FEATHERED. A/C#465 (KRING) BECAUSE OF AN OXYGEN LEAK RETURNED FROM
50938'N, 085955'E AT 1530, ALTITUDE 18,900 FEET, HE REWRKED ALONE
THROUGH ENEMY TERRITORY WITHOU INCIDENT. A/C #1358 (MCPHERSON) WAS LOST
NEAR THE RALLY POINT. LT. MCPHERSON THE PILOT WHO WAS FLYING AS A
VOLUNTEER ON HIS 26TH OPERATIONAL SORTIE WAVED EIS INTENTION TO LEAVE,

PUT HIS WHEELS DOWN APTER ONE ENGINE WAS FEATHERED AND ALL éREWS ARE BE=-

LIEVED TO KAVE PARACHUTED WHILE SHIP STILL UNDER CONTROL. AERIAL BOMBING.

¢
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USE OF ROCEETS, USE OF HIGH FLYING E/A FOR PROBABLE RECONNA]'
PREDOMINACE OF T/E FIGHTERS WERE REPORTED. ONE OF OUR A/C # 462 (KERR)
RETURNED MINUS BOTH WAIST AND TAIL GUNNERS WHO HAD PARACHUTED WHEN EXe

PLOBIVE SHELL HIT SHIP AND SEVERED OXYGEN LINE. ALL 3 CREW MEMBHR ARE
BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SUFFERING SOME DEGREE OF INJURY. CREWS TIRED ON
RE?URﬁ, SOME STATEDLY FROM LONG PERIOD UNDER OXYGEN, BUT GENERAL CREW
MORALE HIGH.

By _(y NARA Date 248 09
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VILIL BOMB R COL
APO 634

Bomber - Command Narrative of Operations
115th Operation - 14 October, 1943

ion Mo, 1 = Schweinfurt.
ion Mo, 2 = Schweinfurt.
ion No. 3 = Diversion.

N w n

Sehweinfurt was attacked by ftwo .iir Task Forces of B-17s dispatched by
the lst and 3rd Bombardment Divisions. The bombers approached the target
through very strong and well coordinated fighter defenses, noteworthy for the
use of large numbers of rocket-firing fighters. The opposition fell off in the
target area, and the elaboratc smoke screen observed on 17 August, 19435, was not
in operation, so that & vory successful bombing run was possible.

An estimated 75 of Schweinfurt's ball-bearing industry was destroyed, the
principal targets being the Kugelfischer and the V.E.F, I and AT plants,
Penectration escort to the viecinity of Aachen was furnished by VIIT Fighter Com-
mand P-47s. Withdrawal escort was planncd, bul adverse weather conditions pre=
vented the fighters from taking off to carry out theSoperation. One Air Task
Torce of B=2Ls from the 2nd Bombardment Division was assigned to attack targets
in Schweinfurt, but all elements werc unable to make formations beeause OF ad=
verse weathor conditions over bascs. The a/c that joined up properily subscquentliy
made a diversion over the North Sca to the vicinity of the Frisian Islands:

60 B=17s verc lost and clainms arc 166-27-39. (‘5
- Humbor of 4/0 - Personnel Casualfics
DIV, (Dispatoriod .ttacked Failsd Lost) Glaims (Killcd Younded Idissing)
s - = To Bomb+ ; .
’ . B.
91 1 7 Is 0 1  3=0=0 0 - 10
92 19 1 1 5 & 0658 1 " 60
303 ‘ 19 To- 0 - 1 1 = G 5 1
305 = 16 e 12 0l = O 5 150
306 18 5 > 0 o 100
251 16 i = o 0 5 10
379 1y 17 9 6 6 17=4-9 0 = = (0
%81 T 15 2 o 1 11-0-7 0 3 10
36k L 15 = o =12 2 _60
149 Joix 16 2 1B 91-16-53 1 29 451
il ik 0 0 6 21-2- T 2 50
1 16 2 0 100 0 0 >
L 32 6 = = 5 7

CONF D HIT128 0
—

¥ — |
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Number of ;/C' v = Personnel Casualtics

DL, (Dispatched Attacked F:

V] iK& 2 KCOﬂ’t)
TITFURT
100 3 8 0 7-0-0 0 0 0
385 il 20 9 18%0-9 1 9 0
388 18 16 SR 0 i 0
530 S ) L dleseo 9 . 10
1.2 1986 5 Tha11=36 I T 153
21D BOIB DIV, L
ng O_L\T NO_ ‘é
DrmmSﬂwr T
tos g oan 0L G uielB e . Ge0=0. « . -0 ‘G 0
Fh2 g My S0 e 0 Da0e0 0 9 0
‘ 2l 0 P B9 -0 Dafel 0 0 0
TOTALS 340, .- 229% 26 65 60 186-07-89 &5 L0 59%

+ Failed to Bomb: - A = Mechanical and quloﬂunu Lavlureu. :
B - Other than Mechanical and Zquipment rﬁlluros (incTudes
~ weather, cnemy ahtlong recall, cte, ) o

“x Ineludes ‘1 a/c‘whiéh dropped.- 5 x 1000 G.P.: and 5 x 100 I.B. on German target

of .opportunity.

det Bombardment Division dispatched an “ir Tas  Torce of 149 B—¢15 ‘and.
2nd Bombardment Division dispatched onc. of 7b2 Br17u. Thc bombers fougnt their
way through very strong" fighter oppos ition, and 224 a/o attackcd their- ‘objective
of Schweinfurt with very successful rvSU_bS. Penetration escort was provided
by VIII Fighter Commarid P-47s.  Adversc weather conditions prevented the P-47s
from carrying out the 'plamncd withdrawal escort., 60 B- ~17s werc lost-and-claims
arc 186=27-09,

BOIBING ROSULT ”28 B=17s dropped 459 3 LOOO and 663 x 500 &R, fusbd 1/10 sec,
nosc and 7/100 sec, tall, ard 1751 x 100 I.B. from 21 5000 = 2).,000 fect on in-
distrial targets in bOhVCLnfLrt v*ph cx 11 nt Lboulust The atuuck was made in
two waves, the first béing at 1439 - 1445 hours and thQ second at 1451 - 1457
hours. The principal targsts attacked wore: the Kugelfischer Works and Vereingte

el o

Kuoullavvr_Fabrlkop TWorks I and o Ft s uSLlUMLud thot these three plants

‘contributed 5@ of the” tObul ouupu+ of ball-~bcarings available to GCFMMHV, A

carpful study of rcconfaissance photographs 1ndlcatos that this attack rcsulted
a loss of 75 of the productive capacity of the ball-bearing industry at
Schweinfurt.

All important buildings in the Kupelfischer Works vere damagua fiﬁh the

cxception of ‘onc building which sustaincd bjp st domage, This was the largest
German ball-bearing. pllnt

S|
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In the V.EK.F. Works I, all buildings in thc southwest cnd of the works,
1acludlho_thb pOVEr NOUSC wors guttcd by firce and arc a tobtal loss. The main
group of buildings, though not dircctly hit, suffcred scve cre olast damag .

All buildings of the ¥,X.F. Vorks II, ncxt in importance to the uaclfﬂsohbr
Works, sustained scverc damages In this plant seven buildings were more than

half duStTO]uQ.

In the Fichtel ahd. Sachs plant = vhich produces motoreycles, clutches,
pistons and somc bcarings - threc large shops vicre destroyced and severc ‘damage
causcd throughout the plant. '

 Serious damage was caused to the Deutsche tu _Zugelhalter plant, manufacturer
of balli~bcaring cagcs, whére storage ouﬁldlngs Wure‘complvuuWV dCSt”OVud and
machine shops.dame, bd

Other instances of damage arc:  the mult factory, the  Ultramarine factory
(now possibly an cxtra maohlnp shop for V.Z.F. TI), and -anothér. large unldMHtlIva
factory vicre soveruly damaged; the mmlbbqulno yard reccived many “hits causing
destruction: to railroad bu1¢a1nvs nu rolling stocL, numerous barrack buildings
and city propbrtl vere dbmollshcd ; -

REASONS PQE‘EEQE‘LEQJELE{ﬂE 62 a/c of 1st and-3rd Divisions failed to bomb.
28 were lost boforc the target, 26 did not bomb -duc to mechanical andsequipment
-failures;, 5 duc to persomnel- fﬂ:luros, 2 1ost formqtﬂon in the overcast, and 1

due to excess fu=? GOﬂ>umptlon.

QquUN”‘PQB u1531om Nou 1 - 1ut Bomugrﬂmuﬂt DlVlSlon had the Surongost opbos1tlon
yeu unOOUﬁtbeB”Ev VILL anbcr Command. formations, “ocketﬁflrlng, twin~engine
fighters played a vital rolc in the concentrated enemy attacks, which began when
the P-47s turncd back, in the viecinity of Aachen and Duren, and reached a climax
near ‘the ‘I.P. :The fl;hupr oppoultlon was slic ht durding the bombing run, but was
resumed 1mmcdldte ly -affer the bombers left the target, and continued sporadlcally
as far as the French Coast, lost groups~répdrt d bnnountbrwnv .3Q0 or more <c/a,
estimated as being cevenly divided betwecn single-engine and twin~cngine fighters
A few DO-217s,. Fii=-189s, JU-87s and 1 He-111 were reported.  Me=109s and Fi=190s
swere cmployed to harass and if govo;bjﬂ brca“fup the formations, usually -singlir
out one:group and attacking singly or.in ‘two's'eor thice's from. the front.  The
"Me=110s, Me=210s and JU~88s f lCV’ln small aefbn31vu formations, loevel with-and
usuelly -to. the rear of the B~ 17 and fired rockets; ;- mostly from about 1000 yards,
The: thn-eng1np Lﬂghtprs Were rcportca to fire two uﬂd sometimes-four rocke
projectilcs,. These producpa a burst rcportedly 1arger than' flak and characterized
by red flame with heavy grayish-black smoke. - Crewd -state that. a hit by one of
these projeetiles would destroy or effcetively cripple a B-17. After discharging
their 'rockets. tw1n—equ1np fighte TS, screcned by ‘the Me-109s and FW-190s, attacked
at closer range.with cannon, ; SRR S I iy

- Migsion No, 2 = The formations of the uth Bomburdmunt DlVlSlons
encountered less cp0051tlon on the - holu_bhgﬂ those of the lst BOmerdm&nt,_
Division. The 4th Combat Wing reported encountering 200 = 250 ¢/a.:. Tactics
reported are similar to those used against the 1st Division, except that there

CONFIDENTIAL
= e
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werc less frontal
trin-cngine and sin!

The 13th and 45th Oomb&t',ﬂnfu reoport Fnl’ 35 = 60 ¢/e. encountered, vhich
: 7~190s, 1 ’ ne-Ju= 8u Lin-approximet tely &q al numbers,
Usc of parachute¢ bowbs werc reported, %uc thost caused no casualtics, Rocket
c s werc widely uscd. Single-cngine e/a were reported:as firing two
rockets, and twin-cng.ne four projectiles, Sevoral crews report that an Me-210
or: JU-88, possibly a control or altitude rupoitln a/c, flevw partllcl &t some
“distance from our formation, = =

CASUALTIES: Persomnel - 5 crew members werc Killed, 10 seriously wounded, 33
sllghtlJ wounded and 594 arc missing, - : = '
Equipment - 6Q B-17s wore lost - 2 from fl;ﬁ, 18 from c/a‘and LO
by reasons unknown, : :
: . Dstimated Battlc Damage - 121 category BE%, T oatepary "AC%, 1)
category "B" and 5 cutebory st *zwhy in Q”t egory ““" craghrlundc& in Englund)

ANTT=ATRCRAFT IIJ ‘ fJLLWro at thb const and on the routc going in and out was
meager to moderatc and usually ina ratc. At tho target moderate~to- inteinse
accurate i fire was encountercd. ;t Jorms, rockets were reportéd “to be fire

from the ground,

ROUTH: Mission No, 1 = Bases to Orfordness to 519401 - 03°40'% B, to 50957'N -

06908'%, %o 509331 - 07°07'3, to 50°23'N - 089L'E to Wurzburg to target to:
L9O5I ' - 10933171, to 49925 'N - 1002213, to 49913111~ '080°22'E, to L8°53'N ~
.06°02'E, to 49°05'N - 0303064, to 50°00'N - 01°15'3, to Beachy Hoad to Gravesend
to Basos, : , i e e

Mission No. 2 - Bases to Clacton to 51992 - 03°21'R, %6 51915 - -
BO’O'H, to 50938'N - 06°02'E, to 49°30'N = 061217, to-49°48'N - 09°55'E," to
“target to R.P. to 49°4 O'T 10”2"3, to 49°LO'N - 02030' to Buachy Haad to Bases,

FIGHTZR ESCORT: 103 P-L7s of BJErQ “nd 56th groups, VIIT Fighter'Gomnands
provided penefration nscur‘t " The 1st Air Task PForce was escorted by 353rd group
.48 Par as Duren. At Walcheren Tela ndﬁr‘orv than 20 Me-109s dttacked, appearing

to concentrate on the, Plﬁhicrs and” 01srugurd the bombers entirely. - These tactics
were followed in engagements which continued throughout' the penetration, 56th
group, escorting . the 2na 1ir Tdsk Forte as far as Dison, -encountercd less '
opposition. P=47s claim 13 destroyed, 1 probably dbstroyed and 5 dana gca.” 1
P-47 was lost. Heavy cloua prevented withdraval escort frOM ass cmblln =an

OBSERV&TIONS. The elaborate double smokc scrc cen obs erved ot och“xlnfurt on’

17 August as not in effective operation at the time of the attack.  Smoke
screens were observed at Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Kerlsruhe, Tudwigs shaven, Nurnburg,
Mennheim, and tdo small towns south of Wurzburg. A ulrdromb with e “very “wide
runvay, cstimated to be a. milc long was observed at 49 6'N }0015‘3 near
Kitzingen, Abouu 30 a/c werc observed on the runvay. AL
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HISSION NO. 3 = DIVERSION

4in sir Task Force of 29 B-2hs of 2nd Bombardment Division was dispatched
to attack an assigned target in Germany. Penetration cscort was provided by
56 P=47s of the 352nd Group, VIII Fighter Command, The bombers and fighters
rendezvoused, but the bombers were unable to make formation because of adverse
weather conditions; and the assigned mission to Schweinfurt was not carried
out. 21 of the 29 B-24s subseguently carried out a diversionary sweep over
the North Sea to the vicinity of the Frisians, then returned to bases., No
incidents were reported.

VEATITR g
Route Qut - Over ZEngland 4/10 stratocumulus basc 3,000 feet, top 4,000 feet,
5/10 o 6/10 altocumulus basc 7,000 feet, top 9,000 feet, 3/10 cirrus basc
28 to 30,000 fect, cloud increasing over Channcl to 10/10 stratocumulus and
curulus, tops 6,000 feet, 8/10 altocumulus basc 7 to 8,000 fect, top 10,000
feet, 6/10 to 9/10 cirrostratus basc 28 4o 30,000 fect., Visibility 6 to 8
miles. Altocumulus decreasing to 5/10, top 9,000 feet, Stratocumulus and
cumulus decrcasing to patchy stratocunulus cast of 0603, L/10 cirrus, basc
28,000 foct, Visibility 10 miles in haze. Target: (Schweinfurt) - 2/10 to
4/10 cirrus, basc 28,000 feet, Visibility 10 to 90 miles. Roturn Route:
Clouds increasing at 06°% to 6/10 stratocuulus, top 6,000 fect, 10/10 alto-
cumulus base 10,000 feect, 4/10 to 6/10 cirrus, base 28,000 feet, 10/10 strato-
cumulus, 10/10 altocumulus and 7/10 to 8/10 cirrostratus at Conbinontal coast,
Over Channel 10/10 stratocumulus, tops 9 to 10,000 fect, 5/10 altocumulus

base 10,000 feet. These conditions persisted to 10 miles inlond over Ingland
where it became 6/10 to 8/10 stratocusulus, and 6/10 to 8/10 altocunulus.




