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Fenctratron cscort to tlre vicini'b;' of l,"achcn .i,t-Ls fr.u:nishr:i- by \rIIl- Fighter Com-
rna.rrd p-4/s, itl-ihdlrar',al e scori v,'as p}&-ru'icd, bui; ad-rrerso wcathcr cond"itions pre-
r,'en-ted thc frghters from takinll cff to c:ir.r-y ou'c the\opera.tion" One Air Tasic
Forcc of B-24s from the Znd Bonrl.r..Lrdirrcn'i; L,rirrision ',r'as assigncd- to attack targets
in Schrrcinfr--rrt, but a1l- clcrncnts ricrc urabic to r,ralic formations bccausc of ad'--

vcrsc ',reathcr conct-rt-i-ons ovcr baiscs. llhc a./c 'ilu.t joi.nccl, up propcrl;r subsequcntl;.
mad-c a divcrsion ov.ri--tl1o ilolth Sca to tho rricinity of thc Frrsian Islani's:
60 B-us ,,cr; l-o.t a'd claii:rr' i'r'--j i,6-27-'l 9" 
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- lst Bombardrneirt Division iiispatchcd_ ,-,n2nd Bgnbardrnent Division d.ispatched onc. of,

from- gqruVige out thc. :pLalncil wiilrilrar,trl ""'"orl.rirc 185-27-Cg.,

-229x 26 6f 60 tB6-27-99 D':..:.
l,{cchanica l. anii-, 3cluipnrcnt Failurcs .Other than },iechanicaL and Xcluiprnent Fa_ilufesvcath;r, _".*T{^:ction, "c"u.ilr' "i". l-dropped.,J x 1O0O C.p.; and- 5 " fOO'i.B.

i,ir Ias;r :Force of '149 
' BjIT=,''i:rrrd.

40

_,.,1-r !-'as-i:Irorce of y8 B-I7sr,.,lrnd.142-Br[s, . Thc bombers for;ght thcirway through very. strong f rghtci: oppssiti.on, and. ziL i7o'"it."*"a il,_ii"A*lf ;;;i;"^.- : ',-
l: :jly-*f,Tl.':ll ,",qj{_-p:cc*sfiri'r+su.tts. p."ctrii'ti;";;;;; #I;;;$;;by \IIII I'ighter Corni;rart&: p-h]s. ,,i:.!d-vr:rsc wce,thcr conclitions prcvcntccl tllc p-l7s

6O l-t7s r-,'crc lost and..claj.i;rs

s.Fi:'lq*Rijl!!!g: 228 B-lJs droppcd 459 xnosc and- 1rl100 scc. tajll, ane, I75L:r l0Orlistrial targets iir Schrveinfurt r-..,i-bh excc[snt *"**il!'] -rfr"*Jii"ck 
rras mad.c intvro na.vcs, the filst_b3itre ?t t[3g 11445 hours a"nd- t*;d u"lor.a-"t r+rr - 1457hours. Thc principa_r targ;ts ettacl:cd i.,,crc,thc fugsl$+s-c.Is_tI.,_o-4*_ and vcreing.i;;

F-**g;:=Sffi$i'rJPrl..*" I,g$-d'-rJ-: 1t. i:_ cstii;c.icd tlr-'t thcs" -ri*;;-nfin;;""-Ku.qctlaecr Fabrikcn':riorl<s r ancl rf-. rt is "=titti.t3iitfft t-h;; tm;;-nfin;;+'
::t$::.l.ib1ibr- iinn tix;r ;"tb* "i i"ir:u"#;il; ;;;;r.,niJ"to G*many. Iicarcful study of rc'corinaissanoc photographs"ind.icafcs that -Lhis attack r.csultcd
1". " 1o?" of fJl,. of thc p:'ocluctiv" "*!rt"ity of thc t.ii-rr.""i"g 

'ir.a"utry atSch',reinf r-rrt.

Ali important build.ings incxccption of .6y16 build.irfe ,,rhich
Gcrinan ball-bcaring .plant .

iO-Oo and 663i;, x 500 G.p,
I.8.. froni 211000 - 21,1000

thc J',rr-ge_lf i,s_chcr ipgl!,s_ rcre damaged,
sustaincd. b].lst d-rmage, This :,ras thc

c0l\i r"ll;iig-l ,!l
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In thc V.K_.I-l_r&I]*_!, all build.ings in thc southr,'cs'c cncl- o:l ihc rrorks,
includ-ing thffiori.r hoiii-ircrc guttcd. ly firc and aro r total loss. The main
group of build"iigs, though not d.ircctly hit, suffcrcd. scvcqc blast dama,gc.

A.If builclings of thc L:.i.3-:-:SfL*-Jj., ncx'b in i:nportanc; to thc iSgsl$i-eglgf..lgrkS,r, sustaincil scvcrc darnagc. In this plr,nt scvcn:build,ings rJcrc iiiore than
half d.cstroluir,

:: :. ,-.In thc Fiohtcl a,nd- gachs plant - ,,;hich produccs motorc;rc1cs., clutchcs,
plstons and somc bcarings - thicc largc shops -iicrc d-cstroycd and scveqc damage
caused throughout thc plant ,,.

Scrious dnn:-r"gc i,,as cau-scd,,to the Dcutschc pjpl-.ggq.]jtsfkr plantr nranufcictrxw
of ball-bcaring ca€,cs, irhirc storagc b;ildtna-s-;rci';-Cilfr;tclf dcst:'o;red. and
machi.r.:.cslaopsd"arnnggd., : ,1..., ,.,,
I(no'..- possib}.l' ap cxtrn meichin; shop f'or T.;:"F. II), ancl nnotircr largc unidcntifi:d-
fectory licrc" scvcrcly d-emrgrcl; th; rn::,rslra1ling y""a """"rvoi mcny frlts causing
d.estructron to rai-1-road- bui-l-d"ings and rollinp; stocl;, nwterous bar.i'ack builcJ-ings
and. city propcrtics ',€fs rlemolishcd. :

Bj{rrQils lOt R:"IIIJ---: TO Bcl-Il: 62 t'./c of 1st :.nd- Jrd. Divisions failcd. to bornb.
m-ffi;-f;;t*Lir#c r,lic*TiFgct , 26 dLd not boiiib.duc to ncchanica'l andr,iequiprncnt

-farlures, 5 duc to pcrsonrrel-frilircs, 2l-ost formation in thc ovcrcast, and. 1
duc to cxccss f,ue.l- .consumption.,. - --,--.-,i-' --: -'
l.l:CClj1\l l*lRS: i,{ission :1o,, I - ,f"t Bonbirrc1irent L)ivi'sion hacl th; strongcst op,rositioir
FE- ;ncowrtcrEi. r:l' vlTf ffirn"" Command' forma.tions, Rocllct-fjiing, 6rin-oigitro
fightcrs playecl a vital rolc in thc concentrated" enemy atl;aclEs, r"'hich began.,irhcn
thc P-47s tuirnc-d. bac!, ip the vicinity of Aachen e,rld Durcn, s"nd- reached a ch:nax
ncar thc I.F. The fi;-hicr opposition',.lrs sli3ht d.urii:g thc boiubinb rLLrI, but rm.s
rcsunccl- immcd-i:rtc1y aftcrihc bonrdcrs lcf t.thc ';argct-, end- continuecl sporad.ice.lly
as fa.r e.s thc Frcnch Coast, l,iost groups.rcportcd.-c-rdounteri-ng.JQt or r,rore c/a,
estiinatcd. a.s bcrng cvcnlJ/ clivid-ed. bcti;ecn single-cirgj:re and. t'r'in-cr':.gine fighters.
ir fe-ui, DO-211s, .I,'i,l-l89s, JU-B/s ald 1i}Ierlll r,,'cre:refortcd".' l,{orillQps,:ind. F1/-190s

.l,'erc cmploycd- to harasg Lnd- if pos;:,blc. brcrk up.the forrnationsr'usually 'sihghngout ono group and attacl;:ng singly oi.in ttiots:ei;' threets'fron.thc front, Thc

.l},{C-llOsr },{e-210s a'nd JU-BBs f,.l.cv'r i:r small d.efcnsiv-c fornti'"tions, Icr,'el ,rrith anrl
usuaJ];r to thq rcar of the B-17s, and. fircd- rocl;cts, iiiostly from abotj.t 11000 yard-s,
Thq twinrengine f ighter:s ffcrc rcportcd to firc tr'c and sonietimes'fci;r roclcet
projoctil-col ifr"*" pr.oduccdL ii burst rsportcd.l)" largcr thn:r f'lalc and, charactcrj-zcd
by rcd. flamc rrith heavy grayish-bl:rck sroi,:e . Crcrrs state that, a hit by otlc of
theso proj.ec*ilos 1,rouJ-c1 clestroy,or cffcctivcl;q cripplc a B-17. Aftcr iLischarging
thcir rociccts tl.'in-engine fightcrs, scrccned''b3r thc 1,ie-tr09s and tr1il-190s, attaclecd
at closcr rangc ',rith c ,nnon.

ff,issj.on lfo.,2 - [h.e forma.'cions of thc {th Bombc,::dnrcnt D5-visionp
encountcred- less oppositio:r on the :,'hol': thair thosc of the lst tsombard-rnent; .,

Division. The hth'Comba{ iijng rcportcd encountcring 200 - 25O'e/u., .Tap,tips
reported. are sj::rikrr to those usecl against thc lst Division, exeept that therc

9. 9 L{. !r l- P- !- ll I l;i J:
a
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-,;erc lqss front"'.l r"ttr,cl-s l: singlu*;n;1i:.c li-1-';lnt':rs" l.ooi
b,,rin-citginc'eucL ;i:rglu-cngi::' f .3)it-rl, ,':r; frrrn ih- tr i.i":;.
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i.tt:rei:s ii;,r both l

. ?hc lJtir a"nd- ,[!th Conbrt , in;;s :rc,rort onLy JJ - 6O e/t cnccutrtcrcc,-, r-",hich
-:";i-190s, lic*110, i,{c*2tr0s. uc} JU'EBs .in approxir.r':.tcl-3. cqual nunbcrs.- ; cr c-, j.tG -IUy s e J

Us; of parachutc boribs 1.'crc l:port:c', -hu'; th:sU c-'-lr.sucl- no cl-suiltics. Rockct
projcctilcs lit31. c r;ici-<.l;- uscrl-. Si:rglc-cnJl.::rc e/r i;crc rcportcC,'as f riing ti'io'
ioCrcts, and tr,'in-;jr.,E,ne,foy proj*ctilcs. Scvcral crcr,,'s rcpqr! !1'! ll lte*210
or Ju-ooe possibly I control or nli;iiuclc r'porting':-/c, flc" plrr,llcl nt sc.'c

'.1llst,=ncc' fron ourr: for;ation. ':
C;SUj1LTIIS: Personriel - 5 crc:-.' ilcnibcrs -*erc Killed, 10 seriously i'lounded-, 35
m-ffi -t.,ounai,il':ffi-94 nrc nissing.:- Y: 

Sgigggn! - 60 B-U" .,,"r" lost - 2 frbm fL&k', 18 fron cfe anc' lr0
:.by reasons unlsloli,ryl . .

.lstiriratcd- Bat-i;}c Do::ugc - LzL catcgory 11ii", 9 ca'ccgory "jlCtt, $
,cartcgory r'3rr':ffij-"f-5Jgsl-y lilr:-ttrh; ! in ar-t.]gory rrrrt cr&sh-1and,cd- rn Qlqland) "

l;lmI-4IRCRrJ,LIf8:.: iJ" fi.rc at tlrc coag.L iind on th; routc boitg in npd out r.;as

ffi.anc,usuai1yii.*-rccr:ratc.,i;tthctargctmod-eratc]tointc'rsc
o-ccurate;ui fire "r.ras cncountcrcd" ,.t l]ori;s, i'ock5ts r;cre rcpoitcd''to bc fircd
I'rorrr the grorurd.

R0urj: Iiission No. 1- Bases',co Orfordness to 51o40ttv - 0Jo&.0t1, to 50o57:N -
56t55rgr-{;*tbrc:i'N:07007'J, to 5aa2J rj'T - o8o4l+tr to ,lyrzbr.rg to target'toi
4go5+'$' - l0ollrlu to 49o25'i,t - 10022'-1, to +g?ut;'tr - 0Bo22tE', ta.!8cl$t11 -''
oS"oz'1, !o rrgbolil - olo]bt:, 'to 5ooooil'r - 01015'--1, to Bcach.r Hcad to Gravcscnd

l,{ission i,to. 2 - Bases to Cl:rcton to 5Lo22'N'- o5o271tr, to'51015t}l -
--rtrT$1 06002'8, .to 4_9.)JE11+ ;'Qgd12 rX, to 49o48,rT,rr-r09o55'tEr. to0J"50rX, to lOt

target io R.p, to lrgol+Orl\i;1oo28l;, to 4gotOttq - 02oJ0tE to Bcachy Head to Bascs,
:

FIGiTmR ISCORTT 1OJ p-+'/s of 353rd r"nC 56'Lh grouls, ][fI Fightcr Co:r':and.,

is-r"r-""';;;;. it tit;her"o-t"lrtnd rnorc ttlan 20 1.'k-109s attacked-,'a,ppearing
to .o*"""t""tq on. th1.-, f ighters lirci, d-isreg;rd. the boi;bers entirely: I Th*u*' tactics
\,rere fo11ol,,re'o- in engagcir]lnts rrhich conti'iued. throughout. the pcnetration. 56th

' ' re thJ [n& ..tr fask lorcc as fr^r as Dis-on, encountcbcd lcss ''
sroup:, ?scorrrifr;"1"i1,1 r1"a3"trov"a, r probably dcstrcycd. ".*J-i- oor,.erd, ropposarron' L" 

:vcntcd-ldthdrar:,ril cscort fro;r assenbring'P-/+7 \,'as lost. i{ca'v;"' cloud' prc

olsmvr,'rrloi,n: The elaborlie doubtr snokc scrccn obscr'"'cd ;t 'schlicittfurt on'''
T7 rx,eiffilfi" not 'in effcctive opcration at thc tj:-re of the :'ttaclc. Sr,rokc

""r""i" viere obser"vcd Dt franlcfCt, Stuttgc-rt, Iier)-sruhc, Ludirigslravoir, :\Turnbutrg,
l,farrnheim, and. t'ur-o siiia,]-l touns south of liJr.u'zburgl .'.x.1]g!1onc Yiki-i-:t_""ry ride
ruru.raye cstimr.tcd. to be a ir,il" long rnas obscrvcd at &9",16t1{ 1 }0'15rI ncar

" ;"i Jo a/c'1'"erc obseived- on ';hc rur*'ny.- ' '' : rr"'';1'itatz3.ruIen ' J'iO( : -,.",.1::: ,.:.': ,'
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uFFIoq llQ. I - prvxBslo{
,'n - iI Tasl;.Forc c af 29 B-24= of Znd. Bor-rbrrcl::rcnt Div:-sion r,.as d.isprtchcd-to rttaclc an assigncd- ti.rgct'in Gcrnany. pcnetrJi;; ;;";;;-;;"s provided. by56 P-47s of the 1i?yu -croip, vrrr Fip;hlcr comriancl. rr." n""u""u'orre fightersrcnclezvousccl, but thc bombcrs v,rere uruiblc to nakc formetion becausc of ndversewcathcr cond"itions, o,nd- thc assigncd. nission to Schr,-reinfurt r-,as not carriedout' 2L ot't'hc 29.8-21+s subsequ-ntly car:"iecL out a d.iversio*"y s\,-rcep ovcrthc North Sea tc thc vicinity or thc Frisia:rs, thcn rcturncd. to bascs. lloincid.cnts rrcrc rcportcd..

COi{FID]T.ITr".I,L

1I1,.-rr;B

Routc Out - ovcr England. 4/lo stratocumulus basc Jrooo fcetr. top 4rooa fcet,
frlfj/tO altocrmrulus basc 7,ooa fcct, top grooo fect, 1/t0 ciryus baset6 to.r0r00o fcct, cloud- incrcasing ovcr channcl to LO/IO stratoc*uiu" ""acurulusr. tops 6r,?90 fcut, B/La altocu.,rulus bisc 7 to Srooo .:""i, ,on 1Or0O0tY:-t, 6/tO to 9/IO cttrostratus b,.:",- 2E t;o jorOOO fcct. Visibiiity"d-;;-B-nilcs. Altocumulus d"ccrcrsing to 5/LO, top grooo rcc1. Stratocurnulus and.curnulus d-ccrcasing to patchy str.ttocwrulus-*r*t of 06og, fto cLyus, basc28'000 rcct ' visiuiriiv 10 nilcs il. F?". glfg.r,"(,q!t*lg!$)" :"ii6"i,
4/Lo _c],rrus, base 28roob fcet. visibirlty rb--t'o 20 nircs. Rcturn Routc:C].oud.sincreasingatO6oita'6/Iastretocurru1r.ts,topelooorffiffiit".
curnurus bt:*, 1oro00 fcct, Lr/Lo t.o,_f/rc ci,rrus, bu*""z8rooo rect, iotto "t "t"-cw'iulus, Lo/Lo a.ltocurnulus and" 7/ro ta B/tc: circostratus at coniincntar coast.Ovcr CharLncL IO/1O stratocunulus, tops p to 10r0OO fect r S/LO;i;;;;;;betse 101000 feet. Thcse cond-itions pcrsistc<1 io 10 niilcs inla"nc- over Ingrand.vrhere it bccamc 6/10 ';o 8/10 stra'tocrlrulus, and. 6/to io g40;1i"curnu1us.
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