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Bonber Conman<i llarratj-ve of Operations
1llth Operati-on - 8 October, I9h3,

COi;FI

?he lieavj-est force of B-Us and Liberators yet dJ-spatched to aitacir Europeantargcts from Br:-tain, coliprising four Air Task Forces fron Ist, 2nd ancl 3rd
Borebardnent Divisj.ons, atNackeC tar:gets in Brenen and Vegesack through -unusual1.y
stron3 fighter opposition arid. iiitense flak. Principal targets in Bremen rnl.erethe suirmarine anci v"arship buildi:rg yard of Deutsche Schiff U. jr,{aschinebau and.the Tieser Airfrarne f'actr:ry. Iligh explosive and incenciiary bursts lnrere observedin the targe-t areasr but heavy smoke from bursts and tire s:roke screen prevented
complete darnage assessne,rtt from strikc photographs. At lregesack, many hits I'rere
scoreci on the Abbrusks Ship;'sl.cl tljorks. P-i+7s of 1[IT Fighter Conrrranci provided.
good srrpport fcr tire Irortresses attacking Bremen. ?he Liberators attacking
Vegesacit -r'Iere unescorted, Fxtremely strtng enersr opposition lr?s encountered and
J0 bonrlrers are missing,' Clairns agairrst e/a are 167-22*85.

Lilission I'io. 1

l,{isslon I'io. 2

ldissi-on l'lo, 3
llr.lrss]-on i'lo. L

FI,EUGZEIJGBAU FACTORT)

t7
20
19
77)o

- Bremen (Deutsche Schiff.\u. Lihapyards J .
- Bnemen (Tfeser Fleugzeugbau

Factory).
- Vegesack.
- Bremen (city).

Unit I'irinrbbr of A/C
*g (nispgtctr6'EFEea paileg l-,ost)
LiISSrOl.t'li0. 1 To.Ein6x-l--Em;Tfficr{n sorrrrFW
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unlT--_-_--r liumber of t /c

-ffiBot,in mv, (nispatcEEdltTS6EEE*r'ai1ed l,ost) q&f*qmTSSTon-mlJ 
--*r6*Eor6*-mmmx.- r:--E;

389
a?

392

31?D FOl,.ilB DIV.
ffiSSToTITO-J
Emmr-T4I.fI
3BB

9L+
96

?B(
100
?on
e5

TOTALS

+r Failed to ]Jonb

1B
lq
1B
LL

aaL)-
2L
1,c

22
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2L
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t?nrlv

?qq

2t-to

Lo
iOrt)
'1 0L/

ZU
L/

r_>o

))l

0
L
0
?
1
I
2
o

3r

1
)
I'7o

13501172O013 l+13[3:T T3
10-1-2 0l'-{')-? n+v2?-o-2 1

JYFu-1-7 1

1-0-2 0
l^r)t-/- I t .t{r-3-L7 0h-2-o 0

13-0-3 0
32^3*5 o'
nl^y'nll-L'z-) uBF2:3: 6

L67-22-85 l+

10
0

20
3d

0

30
1d
70
30

0]m
301

0
.))
3
0

11L)
1
1

LL

57

0
0
.)
L

1
t
0
0
5

J-l- )v

0
0
3
I
7
a)
0

T[

* A - Llechanical ard Equiprnent Fai-}'.lres.
B - 0ther than l,{echanicr.l and Equipment }-ailurcs (includes

"!,trea-r,her;, enalry action, reca11, etc.)
},{TSSI_O],f l\10. 1 - BRm'EII (lnurscHn CA'IJTlaTT T TJuilf I'I U . SIITPYARDS).

. L- ND I ;.CT0llYJ.

lst and. Jrd Bon-bar.d.rne*rt Divisions dispatched. three;\ir Taslc Forees'which
droppr:d 683.2 tons of higli explosives and incendiary borrrbs on targcts in Bremm .
Becau:; e of an eff ectivc smoke screen a.t thc tine of the attacl; detai ls of
dama:1,e coulcl not be cleterni-ned fron strike pirotographs, but the nany bursts seen
in thc iayget areafi are believed to have caused consid-erab]-e da:'narge. Targcts
a"btacftecl inc]ucled the Deutsc]re Schiff Shipyards anC tho llleser,iirf:rame Factcry.
fntensc cnemy fighler opposition r,ras encountered and clains are 1!0-21-TB' 27
bolibers ar"e missing.

Bol"rtsiNG RBSUI,TS: I+l+ B*1?s dropped 52O:}.'AO G.P. fused 1/f0 seconcl nosc /100 second
ffi1---7x^:[all- fr:or, ZLlrlOO - 26.000 feet at l*505 - 1513 hours on tlie zubmarine a-rdlvarship
building yartl of ihe Deutsche Scnjff U, l{aschinebau at Brer,ren, Strike phol,ographs
sho'w l; heavy ccncentration of a+"'-lcasl 1l+0 bursis straclclling the T'Ieser Ri.,rer and
across the easl,ern end of ihe shiirburlciing yards. Therelrere a nunrber of direct
hj-ts on sh.ips ancl facilities in ti'u, siripbuilciing yarcls, but because of hcary smoke
from bursts aricl the snoke screen coraplete damage assessmcnt could not bc rtade.
Direct hits vrere seen on a i+80 ft. Spcrrbrecher and on three dr;r rloclis containing

COJiF]DEI\TIAt
*2-
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thc forrnations. The principal trlpes repoi:lcd r,.ere JU-BBs, lile-110s, 1,le_210s,
FVi-190s ancl ir'ie-lO!s, rrith one group re,pr:r|ing a fcvr Hc-llis and n0-2Us.Sevr;ral crelrs rcport ra.pid firing rocket guns.",,.hose sl-iel]s cxciodcej. r.,,-ith pink
bu-r'rts tht sizc r:'f fl_:.k bursts.

ivii"".!._&:_! - E/^ opposition r"ras encountcrecl throughorit thccntjrc route ow,r ,'.nerlJ,'Grritcr;;r iritir ttrc nost aggrcssivc attacks occu.rringin thc vicinily of Groningcn arcl orrcr tlte routc,inio tne f.P., o.rcr th<, targct
and out to Urc Ra1ly Point. Bct'r''recn 65 to 15 o/" attackc,c, rnost of which- r,,rcre
ldc-109s anc lril-l9Os. rr.n increasccl nr,i.nbe:: of JTJ-B8s rras rei;prtecl and cthr,rtlpr;s r,.crc l;{c-l-0s :.ncl l,4e-210s. Srnqlc-engincC. c/a vcxt, rr_.portccl rinking moretail ai,iacks tlia.n rrsual, lvnilc the l.'.rin-cngineci e/a staTcd at e distancc andfirr.i rockel guns.a'rd cannons. * fc,r'r vipororrs attacics l,n.rrr ru,,portcrl in theviciniiy of thc ZuiCr:1" Zce on. ltic roturrt rout. a.-:d conti-nucd until ther f6yrn.-tiori r;as 1! nilcs off the Dutcii Coast.

cl'sq;tr]Es: pr1ggryi - 3 cre:; mcnbcr"s i.,,i"r-- kjr.r-r-,-:d, )i[ slighily wounc"lcd, 7
scrrous.L.-g -r;orrnd: ci .trd 271 ayr ri-scj_ng

- 27 t3-1.'is wcrc losN - ! to ftetr g io c/a, L to accid-
unkno,..inr
tiel'Ll c Damaqc: - lr5 catcgorv rrJ',ll 3p6] | calt:gorrr rr',Qlr.

Eq'"riPrnenl'
cnt and 12 fo? r caEonE

EstimalcC

ROilT'E: Bascs
do-Targct, bc
to l{ase.rlunnc,
of Croncr to

-''}'I?I-i',IRCR^FT'FIllE: Intcnse arid accr,ratc r"il firc rias cncounNcrc'rl af ilrc l.p.ranTin t]re-ffirgcE-area barragc. and contirruous llollol.;ing t;4pes o-f fir.i: rcnortcd.Firc al-ottr lJre route in an<1 oat r,,'as lne:l.ricr to rirod()ra'rc ai,i fcr tirc nost, partinaccuratc.

1,o Cromer to 5jo0t rlt - 05025'E, to 53qlirrjJ - Oa)o5Orll, to Ctoppenburg
two nilets c:Lst of lJeub::uch-Harr5sn, t,c ! rniJr.:s nor,ch of Rahdcn,to 5?oLr]tlii - O6olOtE, to 2 nil.i.:; rest of Tcxcl, to 5 njlc"..olrthlr:.^.

FrGi"lrliit ESCORT: six groups of vrrr Fighter conmancr p-)-r?s proviclcd e,xcellcnt
pc,ll,TTaTIon '.lxri vithdra.,'rai srrpport. fn combats thc fightcr esoorl destroyedIL c/a J'or ih,. loss of 3 P-l ',',s.

fn conjrlncl,ion ',nth thcsc opcra'bions, R,tf Bostons carried o,.rt a Divcrsion-
arJr 51'13gt on the Lanvcoc/Poulnic ,,jrfield and ,sca plane besr at, Br.est. iliv-crsionary at'backs by B-26s and l,{itchclls vrcre ab.',nclonccl L-.i;ca.-rs,l or unfavorabf_c
r',rca1ltcr.

OESEIiTL;TIC]{S: Ab Brcncn, thcr.c 1".ras a hcaqr and vcrj, effcct-Lyc snokc scrrrL.n
',-----'IT;TlLc ca^s'ucrn nart of thc citlr bgln* unusually -;rol1 covcrcd.. Snokc rjcctorsl';crc al-so observcd- in opcraij,orl,at Oldcnb'.rrg ancl F,mck:n. ,!t, i.lcpnr:n, a canal
cxtt:nd-ing nortn fiftccn ili,lcs lrrrfls rc,rf olttocl ..rnCrl constr,,Lctlon. ..- largL ail.-f:-cld 1r?s lliportcd und,cr ccnstru-ction fivo liLilcs louliteast of licppcl .

L] Jt, l'lCCh]FI

-L-

TI,,L
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a2 a/c failed 1,o bo:r.rb - 11 bccause of mechanical
becausc of pcrsonncl failtire.

J_: vqG4s4cKjPRHlFN wtclry sq4l!'qqinl).

2nd Bonrbardnent Division dispatcheC an air Task Force to at,'ba.ck thc Brenen
!'ulca"n Schiffbau at Vegesack. Availablc.strike pliotographs rlo nct indicatehits on tJre; priroary terget, ali:hough dar:ragc wrs caused to thc ni::F.1'fuy :ibbrusks
Shinyard and a flr:J< pcrsitj-on. Sneny fi.ghter opposition rras nodcrate and claims
arc 17-l--7. 3 bor:-bcrs fail-eri to rcturn. l

En,,3IIlG RISULT.S: At Vcgesack, 29 B-Z\s droppcd 3LQ x 5Oo c.P. fuscd 1/10 sccond
n-rsc a1"T,460-sccond taif frorc '22.AOO - et+rbOO leet ai 1622 - 162h h,rirrs,
foli rwing an attack by 19 B-17s at LSOS - L5:-.7 hours. Availatrle strilce photo-
grapiis sho'w at least 107 bursts Cirectly northwest of the Bremen Vulkan Schiff-
bau on tiic rir-',ht banl^: of the 1,'Ieser Rj.ver, 0n the left bank of tirt: rivcr, duetast of thc i;argLlt, thr-'t'e'!ir.u'c approxi:,ratcly 60 bursts on the.rbbrirsks filorks(shipy'ard). /imong bursts secri in open fiel-ds one-half nile-gouth of'thc target
thero 1'ras a,n explosion in a group of buiiciines of undetera.inr.d u-qe. There
wes at least onc di:'ec'u hit on an AJl instrllr.tion thrce-fourths nilc south ofth', targct.

Onc B-21+ droppccl 12 x 500 G,P. fron 2JrrOOO fect at l62j horrcs on Endcn
rqltir undeten:ii"neci re,;sult s.

13 B-21+s droppcd 5I2 x l0O I,B. fi'om 22.OOA feet at 1615 hours on unidenti-fied Gcrr.ran targcts of opportunity '',vi-th unobserved results.
RE,iSOiI.iS ICR tr'AItI]RE TO H],B:

-...T-

or ccui.l::runN failurcs and I
EI'IC0UI1TIRr9_; n/A opposition 1{ras nocleratc a.nd not very persistent. L total of
30-=T:0 e/a l\'cr,'r eniountereci, vrith attacks beginning- jist afte,r the e:rrciny coast
lilas clrossccl and continuing over the targe;t and r:rt to nid-cirannelo Spes re-
portcd were r,li,i-lp0s, L,lc-1O!s, ife-110s, J-rI-85s, JtI-8Bs ani one JU-87. irrjost
attacks rncrc frorTr 5 t<t 7 otclock, both levcl and lour. Sor,rc -of ther e/a fjred
rockt:ts o

Cl'SliiilTfES:_*.."1_T
&f'e ltll-SSa118r

Personnel - 1 cr,:w nslber vnas killed, 5 slightly v,rounded and 30

Equiprnent - 3 B*21+s - 2 Lo e/a and. 1 for reasons unkno.vtrn.Esdlffi gatt-le Danagg - 1ll category nArt and 1category ilAgil'

/'NTI-.IIRCfu1.FI FI-HE; Intense accurate fire 1.,ras encounterr:d ov,:r the target.
SEFra# ,nre-iffa;;bserved at Brenen, T,Ii1-helmshaven and Tlleserrmrnd.e . Othir fire
rras rcporLed at Heligola:rd, Juist and'illengerooge.

ROllTE: Bases to Croner, to l[o10r]l - oLo0orE, tc 5hoeOtN - o5o00rE, to Sl.rooorU -Offfitno Lo 53CI32tm - O7o35t1r r3o12tlJ - gBOgirE, to target, rc 53o3gt11 - pBolIrE,
to 5ho3olt{ - 06o0olEr to Cronri-.r, to bases.

FIGHTER ESC0I|T: ltrone.

ggIIMI'3I4!
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DECLASSIFIED
A,uthority lJ$Df{6005
Br, Kt NAR.A oate-6fnJ6_

NFI
ke sereen$ Tfere observed in operation

.:*rf'e*5;

at Vegesack and Bremen.

DE}ii TIAt, c0

lst Bcnbardnent DivisionrNor@I

WEATj{ER

Route Out -
^--i:_._u cl_rrus overNiI to /10 cunulqs and visibility af 5to route cut.

t/tO ta /1O nedium cloud oveq the
entlre route.. Targetr (Erereen) -
- 10 miles, ReTiliEToute: Si-n:ilar

2nd
Io

Bonbardnrent Diviqion; Routc Out - $/tO to 6/tO smal1 curnulus
- 3ho ro l+,/10
haze * Re'burn

ffi-Tffiet: (Vegesack)
patchy'aftoclnufus and visibilitffi -'5 niiius into route out.

Return Route: sinrilar to route out with a clecr.ease in 1ow cloudr

DEIfTIAL

decreaslng
cunulus,
Route: Similar

3rd Bosbardment Divisiont Route Out - VtO to 6/tO cumulus over }trorth Sea,
lO"-Te;EpT; (Brencn ) * L/ao Lo 2/to cunu.lus, rvltf,target partiall;r obscured by EiffiFf-screene Visi-bitit;r 10 milcs in light haze.

g9rst
I


