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Sortie No. 41) 2 October 1943
Mission Mo 36)

TARGET: Town Area of Emden, Germany.

l. 25 A/b took off to bomb the center of the town of Fmden. Three
spare A/C returned because they were not needed. All 22 A/C bombed the target.
A/C #0244, which took off late filled the diamond of the low Sq of the 390th Gp.

VIII BC Nerrative: The primary target was Emden where 186 A/C were dispatched,
180 attacked, 6 failed to bomb and 1 is missing. The target was covered

by 1Q/10 cloud, so the formetions bombed on markers placed by two Pathfinder
pdanes of the 482nd Gp. “ombing results could not be observed besause of the
cloud cover. E/A claims 13-6-8,

161 A/C were diapatched to Fmden, 157 attacked, 4 failed to bomb and ine is mi
missing. E/A claims 2-0-4,
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| HEADQUARTERS
NIRETY PIPTR BOMBARIDIENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 834,
& October, 1943,

SUBJECT: 8-3 N¥arrative Report of Operational Mission 2 October, 1943,
10 ¢ Commending Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), AP0 634,

1. The 85th Bombardment Group (H) was 4 efted at 1705, 1 October,
1843 for an Operational Mission with a bomb loading of 12 x 500 pound bombs
with 1/10 mecond nose and 1/40 second tail fuse. :

2e Field Order number 69 was feceived at 2054, 1 Ootober, 19435 md
oalled for 21 orews, The §6th Group was set up as the low group of the 18th
Combat Wing Formation with four extra airoraft two of which wers to £ill in
any abortions of the 100th group. SwentyeFive orews were made ready and took
off as scheduled. There were no abortions. 7Three of our extrs ships returned
early beceuse they weres not needed, the fourth extra filling in with the 390th
Group giving us 22 aircraft over the tasget,

8o The 36th Groups bombs were dropped im sccordemce with "Penative
Operational Instructions No. 31" with undetermined results as the target was
completely overcast,

4. Four of our d reraft received minor battle damage and sll twenty-
two returned to base at 1808 hours,.

CHARLES M. PORNEY,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Asst Uperations Officer,
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. HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (R)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCY OPFICER

2 October 1943

SUBJECT: 8-2 Report. }

0 Commanding Offteer, 98th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

»»

1. Twenty five A/C took off from this base at 1250 hra,
to bomb the center ¢- the town of imden, Uermany, Three spars
A/C numbered #3462, #5285, and $O342 returned because they were
not needed, Another 4/C numbsrad #0244, which took off late,
filled the dliamond of the low squadron of the 390th Group,

2. Twenty-Two A/C from this Group returned here at 1829
hours., The route followdd was slightly to the north of the
briefed course both into and away from the target, We cannot
aocount for the alight deviation from the brisfed course as we
were following the Pathfinder, ‘

3. This Group had no abortatives, -All Twenty-Two A/C
from thls Uroup bombed the target, The lead ship from this Group
bombed the target at 1801} hrs, :

4, This Group was flying the low position, and the target
was attacked from & heading of 60 degrees magnetic,

CLYDE H. BINGHAN,
lst Lt,, Alr Corp!,
Ass't, Se2 Officer.



T T

DECLASSIFIED

Authority M

By I NARA Date 02fi2fog |

BRADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBANDMINY @ROUP (H)
Offles of the Operatioms Officer

APC e
3 October 1943
. SUBIROT: Savigation Repers ou Operatious of 3 Ootobar 1943,
] ¢ Commanding Offiocer, 55tk Bowbardment Growp (N), AFO 634,

3. lmwmmuamm;mofmam inoperative
besause of & brelen sennsstion. The results wers geod to 53° §3ey os® so'p,

ELLIS B. SCXAIPYURR
Capt., Alr Corps,
Grewp Navigation Offiser,
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‘Bomber Command Narrative of QOperations
106th QOperation =~ 2 October, 1943

Mission No, 1 - Emden
Mission No. 2 « Emden
Mission Noe. 3 = Airfield in Holland

Emden, the important port at the North Sea terminal of the Dortmund/Ems
canal, was attacked by two Air Task Forces which were ﬂiSpatched by the lst
and 3rd Bombardment Divisions. The target was covered by 10/10 cloud, so the
formations bombed on markers placed by two Pathfinder planes of the 482nd
Group. Bombing results could not be observed because of the cloud cover,
IExcellent fighter support was furnished by VIII Fighter Command P=47s, and the
bomber formations had only mediocre e/a opposition. Two of the B=17s failed

to return and claims are 15=6-12,

The 2nd Bomberdment Division dispatched a small force of B-24s to make an
attack on an airfield in Holland. The bambers found their target covered by
10/10 cloud and returned to bases without banbing in accordance with policy of
only bombing in occupied countries when the target can be seen. Fighter support
was provided by RAF Typhoons and Spn.tf:.r'es. “The bombers had no opposi‘l;ion.

Unit ‘ Number of A/C - ’ Personnel _Cg.s_ug}.t:.es
3RD_BO}B. DIV. (D:leaatched. Attacked Failed Lost_) Claims (K:Llled Vounded Missing)
MISSION No, 1 To_Bombs,
EDEN | - AT B
% . 23 - 22 1 0 0 0-0=0 0 0 0
95 : 22 . 22 0. 0 0  6-1=2 0 0 0
96 . 42 39 3 0 0 0-0-0 0 ¢ 0
100 26 26 0 0 0  3=3=2 0 0 0
385 25 - .. 23 2 0 0 0=0=0 0 0 0
- 388 21 . 21 0 0 1  0-0=0 0o «+ 0 10
390 20 27 9 9 9 hee-k Y 4 2
186 180 6 0 1 13-6-8 0 o 10
1ST BOMB DIV.
MISSION NO.,. 2
IMDET
91 16 15. 1 0 0  0-0-2 0 1 0
92 19 17 .1 1 0 0-0-0 0 -0 0
303. 19 19 0 01 1-0-1 O 1 11
305 . 17 16 0 1.0  0-0-0 0 0 0
306 18 18 O 0 0. 0-0-0 .0 0. 0
351 19 19 0O -0 0 . 1=0-0 0 0 0
379 .17 17 0 0O 0  0-0-1 0 0 0
381 19 19 0 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
38 : Y4 A9 200 0200 9 9 Q
161 157 2 2 1 Z-0-k 0 2 11
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Number of égc o Personnel Casualties
oND BOIB DIV. (Dispatched Attacked g‘alleé Lost) Claims (Killed Tounded Missing)

-msszoz\r R0, 3 To Bombe+

B A Bes |

392 21 "0 o0 2170 000 o0 0 0
PATHFINIUR S

482 2 2 0 0 0 000 O 0 o -
TOTALS 50 '339»._  - '8 B 23 2 15-6-12 0 2 21

+ Falled to Bomb = A - Mechanlcal a.nd uqulpment Failures,
. B = Other than Mechanical and Equipment: Failures (:.ncludes
-weather, enemy action, recall, etc,)

MISSION NO, 1 ~ ZMDEN
MISSION NO, 2 = ETIDLN

1st Bombardment Division dispatched 161 B-17s , and the 3rd Bombardment.
- Division dispatched 186 B-17s. The Air Task Force composed of 3rd Bombardment
planes attacked Emden first, and those of the 1st Bombardment Division followed.
Zach Task Force was led by a Pathfinder plane of the 482nd Group and bambed on
- markers because the target was so covered by heavy cloud that visual bombing
was. 1mposs1ble. Bombing results could not be observed, I/A opposition was
only mediocre because of the excellent fighter support prov:.ded by VIII Pighter
Command P=47s. Two B-17s were lost and claims are 15-6-12,

BOMBING RESULTS: 180 B~l7s of the 3rd Bombardment Division and 156 B-17s of

. the 1lst Bombardment Division dropped 2795 x 500 G.P., 93 x 1000 G.P., both
fused 1/10 sec. nosec and 1/40 sec, tail, and 4160 x 100 I.B., on Emden, The
attack developed in two main waves with the 3rd Bombardment Division attacking
from 1557 = 1603 hours from 22,800 = 25,000 ft., and the lst Bombardment Divis-
ion planes attacked from 1604 = 1610 hours from 22,000 ~ 24,350 ft, Because
the target was obscured by cloud it was not possible to observe results, PRU
photo reconnaissance cover was taken at 1000 hours on 3 October, 1943. This
is the first cover taken since the VIII Bomber Command attacks of 27 September
and this date, as well as the smaller night attacks by RAF Bomber Command on
22/23 and 27/28 September, 1943, The photographs taken show that little or no
damage was done in the town of Emden. Main heavy damage occurred in the area
of the Binnen Hafen. The Nordsee Werke, a No, 1 priority target, suffered
considerably, and a very heavy concentration of bombs has fallen around the
Binnen Hafen, principally-on the west side, The new work shops of the Nordsee
Werke sustained several direct hits which caused a great deal of damage. An
unidentified work shop has becn wrecked and the railvay lines to the works are
blocked. In the Binnen Hafen, a very great number of buildings, including the
Hammerwerk, have been destroyed. Dock facilities and dock walls also suffered
extensive damage. 'One merchant vessel was sunk and is awash, Two floating
docks were damaged and sunk, The railway yards south of the railway dock hawve
raeceived numerous hits which damaged both the tracks and the rolling stock.
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dropped 6 x 500 @.P., 4 x 1000 G.P., and 82 x 100 1,5, on targets
of opportunity. Results were not observed,.

REASONS POR FAILURE TO BOMB: Miss:.on No. l1-6 a/c falled to bomb because of
, meoham.cal and ‘equipment fallures.

Mission No. 2 = k a/c failed to bomb - 2 because
of mechanical and equlpment failures, 1 failed to see the flares placed by the
Pathfinder Plane ‘and 1 was unable to catch the formation because of late take

off.

*‘I\bOUNTuRS. Mission No, 1 « Fighter opposition was 11ght with about 20 of 30
e/a seen attacking., Attacks which were sporadic and not vigorous started just
prior to the target on the route in and lasted for about thirty minutes.

Fighter cover was evidently very effective as e/a were seen to fly with the
formation from time to time without attacking, apparently attempting to simulate
fighter cover. Me=1l09s were predominant, with some FW-190s. Two Me's which
attacked the rear group were reported equipped with rockets under the wings.
Aerial bombing with parachutes was reported m.th unobserved results,

Mission No, 2 = From 5 to 30 e/a were encountered or observed in
the target area -~ mostly FW-190s and Me-109s. Attacks were considered weak
because of the excellent P~47 support. E/A approached the formations in the
same formation as friendly fighters and would fly parallel and then peel off
to attack. Some tail attacks were made singly from 5, 6 and 7 o'clock from
not nearer than 300 yards, A few passes were made from head-on. Some e/a
flew through the formation and made passes as they did so. Other attacks were
made from high at 1, 2, 3, 8 and 9 o'clock and low at 7 ofclock. E/A generally
were encountered f:l.rst at the I.P. and continued until well out to sea,

CAE:UALTIES. Mission No, 1 = Personnel - 10 crew members are missa.ng.
. Equipment - 1 B=17 was lost because of AA fire.
Estimated Battle Damage -~ 8 category "A" and 1

category "AC." .

‘Mission No, 2 = Persomnel = 2 crew members were slightly wounded
“and 11 are missing.

Bquipment - 1 B-17 was lost to e/a.
Estimated Battle Damage - 13 category ™A%,

ANTT-ATRCRAFT FIRE: Mission No, 1 - Moderate accurate firc was encountered at
Emden where a possible barrage was reported, In Enden area several unusually
large bursts were seen which scemed to form an ascending column, one burst
oceurring every five or six seconds. Other firc was meagre and inaccurate and
of an unseen continuously pointed type, with cloud cover hindcring pin pointing.

Mission No. 2 - AA fire was reported as being meagre to
moderate and generally inaccurate at coast and the target area.

ROUTE: Mission No. 1l - Bases to Louth to 53°00'N - OL;.°30"1 to 5394L5N = 06°301
to Schiermomnikoog to Groningen to Emden to 53°41'N ~ 06058'4_., to 53°59'N -
00°30'E to Cromer to Bases.
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lon No. 2 = Bases to Cramer to 53°58'N. = OZ;.°53'E to 53050tN «
E 06018'E, To 53020'N =~ 07905'E, to target to 53055'N = 070151%, o 53042'N -

OEQOB‘E to 52054'N = 01025 '5 to bases.

FIGHTER SUPPORT: Five groups of three squaérons each of P-47s supported the
B-I7s. 195 P=L7s provided escort and 51 acted as withdrawal cover. Bomber
_orews reported the fighter support to be excellent. The P-47s claim 5 e/a
destroyed, 3 probably destroyed, and 1 damaged without loss to themselves.

OBSZRVATIONS: There werc no observat::.ons because of heavy cloud which- ob=
soured the ground.

MISSION NO. 3 = ATRFTZLD Iif HOLLAND

The 2nd Bombardment Division dispatched 21 B-24s to attack an assigned
+ airfield in Holland. Because the target was so obscured by cloud that visual
bombing could not be accurate, the B-24s returned without attacking. They had
no encounters but did expericnoe AA fire at Zecbrugge, Knocke, Terneuzen,
" Kloosterzande, Klundert, Woensdrecht and Antwerp., . The AA f:.re was generally
acocurate for al‘bltude but :Lnaccurate for deflection and appeared to be pre=-
_-dictor controlled, .

Fighter support was furnlshed by .25 RAF Typhoons and l+8 RAF Sp:.t:f‘lres.
All of the B-24s returned to base.

WEATHER

EMDZN: Route Out - On the route over the North Sea there was 5/10 to 7/10
cumulus, increasing to.9/10 to 10/10 over the continent. Target: 9/10 to
10/10 cumulus with visibility of 10+ miles. Return Route: 9/10 to 10/10
cumulus over con’c:ment decrecased to 2/10 to 4/10 over North Sea.

A:er:.eld in Holland (not attacked): Route Out - Over the North Sea there was
6/10 cumulus which increased to 10/10 over continent and target. Return Route:
Similar to route out. . .
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