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T.A.R'GEI: fown Area of trinden, Ger.many.

1. 26 I/C took off to bomtr the center of tho torn
tpafe A,/C raturned beoause they lrcre not needod.. LLI Zz
A/C {fu244, whlch took off late fiil.ed the diarnond of the

2 0ctober 194.3

of !h,dcn. Throe
Ar/C bonbed. thc targctolor Sq of the 390th Gp,

q3I_

BI'CKtET

VIII BC Sarratlvc: The prluary target rag hdcn th,erc L86 A/C worc dispatched,
180 attacked' 6 fall.cd to bomb and 1 ie mieslngr -fhe target ras covercday LO/\O cloud, so tho formatloae bombed on markero placed.by two Pathfindcr
plaaes of the 4g2ad Gp' sonbing regults couLd not be obser,'ed, because of thecloud coYer, E/A clalns 13-6-8.

L6I A/C rere. d.iapatched to lhdea, 15? attacked, 4 failed to bomb and Ine ls mimicsiag" y'A clairne 2-O-4.
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ffirswlxfreflfi
ffxxffir rrm4fr $sds"{w ffip {s}Sffi*r sf tha fu+r*ff'rar Sf,fLE*

ffi*u*r, mi.
ffitffi$r 8-E &rrttlffi S;$sr"t cf $prr*ttsnr,l llil*l,snr * Sct*brrn l$l*r
fCI I Sw{in6 StfL*arr S$th lhnbar&nt *roup {K}, SP$ ffi*.

f " fet SSWI So**l4*t*nt flrcup tg) "r# * rfto* *t tr?€l$, I fi*t6&*",lflf lo: rn optrrt*,mrl *i.lrlm t*th * bS loiiH,ng sf 1S r &$ gqus b{rfu'rdtb lAO rrsona nom and V*O rcasaA tril furf.
t. f;[l[* srit*r ffi*# sF rul rrrt*im{ rt sos*, i &*sbr, lsrls n*s*Ih{ for &1, ortil*r t.hi Sfth Sralp n** ;r* $n} *$ tl* tsr gro*rg of t6r lli@S6br't ffi,ag F*r*ttm rritb four lxtn;tronft-h ef, iltrtqb*tio# tc fi,},l Lang *bart*.sw qf tha lffitfr grrusc fvw*ry-$t* orfrrn rwe mar ,il*dt' r*{ taslo*Y m }*hr{elr*. &;m firt nn *btr'*il,salr emi af {*ur Sr* tilfu r*anur***rty k*r*m* thy mrr st errft{' t&il fo&rth ffitrr f,l}}.*ag tu rr[t[ tbn 6**SSr*np d,"inf q: 8S rirpnft es*r trtr* tr&ilt.
$. ?hflt *$th fircuXr bffi rnrr; drasps, i.n ils*$#iiffil rtth rfrun11-w

*r*.attsln*L XalinmEttgnil ft. Sltr il{ifu rfi.intrrd# r"**rttr *r th* t*r6ct nr*ryllhly *nr*srltr
*. lwr af eus * Fsrrft rs**vd lEtmr h*ttlr drmsr s** lll fu{xtlr-k* rr*krm{ ts bur rt ISG hnuF*r

$gl$S I. trfin#sr'Ilt I*., *,tr S+rprrfu*t S**ti.sur Sf,ftorsr
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I Ootobcn 1945

EIIBJEGT: 3-B ficport.
lFO ; eomrndtag OffnctFp 96ih Eoubar<tnrnt Group (E), iPg 6Str

1. *ra!y ftvr frlC tcoh of,f fr& thts basc at I?SO hrl,to- bsb thc oant*r o.s ih,e ?own af jaadrn, Bcranny, llrrao spartVg a*rs*rd #&16s, f$83$r rad #os*g miurrned bieaurr they'rtrtnot n*cdrdr Anothcr r,fc nr*alr*rsd #og4*, rirxan teor off Late,flLlcd thr dt*naad of tha lon lqrredron of tlrc tgoth Groupl
gr- frrnty-tto frl$ fron thlr th:oup returard banc at 1gg?bours. the routc fslls€d ras eltghtly to ths nofth of thabnitfrd eounre botlt lnto rnd any tloul- tfro r-sgrt, tr cara;rottoeount f,er tire cl,lglr? drvl,atkirs fr.m ttrc tfottird eour.s* aa rt;rrft follortag th; Fathflndcr.
S. Thlr GSoug led na abor.trtl?E€r .AI1 franty-fro *,/Sfrrou thlc $roup !onbc$,!!,f tangct. *hc laad rhlp fi'ou thl; enogpbolbrd thr tugrt et i501j} hrr.
{r f}ri: sreup rar-f,lytw ?ha 1o; porltlon, rnd ?hc ter€atrea rtteokad fr*en a hea{l"ng ef 6O dc6rrea nagnatic,

cLYtE II. l}lXSHAr,kt Lt.; Alr Corprl
.$,ss I tr $-g 0fflolro



DECLASSIFIED

By tcl NARA oatelg[{61_

rErDrprEtnrrrErr nilt ftnrffir *sP (t,Offirr .f & SpnGlx 6tlt*;

rr0 ;1ail sst&r lll$
fgl#t. Hs#,r" rprrr * ftnartr*r d I *sg lfltl.
S I grnltry stfimrr T6rh tererct Ary {X}, lfu flt.

^ L- F ry!!:* 11r n!* tib bnirfr* r$rr no tfiffr r1s *rlEiltF xfe ta*rn*nrr &rrry fll*x; r*-fi-6*t * h thr.r*r**Crlrt ti{.
l. 'nr sag $illrna * .ss*r to tb il*{t af *r Flril !frrg,lril I llr nmr ilt ** * tn.* r;u-ire littxl* rH ttr lit*b nh trrfl* rrlnd*. ?hl k*r * €*F-*fonab tfrr sg*r,nt ffirrtr r$ftr l*r lps.
L |.fir lssr lcf trrr tn aprrxmt * nf r#r*h *rrrmi-*r;'rilh" am;s;;- rr. ;fiiffi& rlnr rr sp ;rffiS.
-t: -lrr lrr* prrmcr* ilrrr lra{, rt rm rlrrnr t*r*r hr }rnr1rltt b *t 1rniru, nttr*tfy.

*fi'Hf l. lglnlHglpt., tlr Eujn,slq krljrtllr ffittrce
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37o 339. ' 8 2.3 2 t5-6-1a o z zL

+ Failed to Bunb - A - l{eo}rantcal and. Ecluitrnrent Fai}res.
B - ;:ffi,:r3"yffT*fr*, TSJllln3ill l'"il're 

s ( inelud e s

}trSSIOItIN0. 1-S{IENffi
lst Bmrbardrnent Division cfispatshed. L61 3-L7sr and. the Jrd. Bonbardrnent.

Division d.istrntched. 186 B:Us. The Air Taqk Fo::oe cornposed. of Jrd. Bombardment
p.lanqs attacked Enrd.en first, and those of the ilst Borrbardnrent Division folLowed.,
Each Task'I'orce uras led. by a &.thfind.er pi.ane of thc {Bena &oup and. bor,rbed. on
narkers because the targ€t vras so oovered. py hear4y cLoud. that vislnl bomblng
uras iupossible. Bombing results could. not be observecl, 9/A opposition was
only r:red.iocre because of the excellent fighter support provided.-by VIil Fighter
Comnp.rrd. p-.f/sr 1\ro B-17s were lost and clajrns are l5-6-L2,
B0!,IBIIrIG R.5SUI.,TS: 180 B-L7s of the Jrd Bombardment Division and. L56 B-L7s ofthe Lst Bourbardment Division dropped 2795 x 500 G.P.e 9J x L000 G.p,, both
fused. Lrl10 sec. nose and. V+O sec. tail, a{d 4160 x iOO f .B, of,! Snden. Theattack deve3-opetl" jn two rnain v,61,'*s r.rith the jrd Sonrbardment Divj.sion attacking
from L557 - 150J hours from 22r8OO - 25rO00 ft., and the 1et tsonbardment Diuii-
ion planes attaoked. from 1604 - 161O tr,ours from 22.OAO - 24t35O ft,. Beoause
the target flas obscr:red. by cloud. it vras not possibie to observe results. PXU
photo reconnaissance cover uas taken at 10O0 houre on J October, 19&-J. Il:isis thc first cover taken since the VIII Bombcr Conrmand. attack-s of 27 September
and. thls date., ^as weLl as the srn.ller night attacks by I.l{F Bomber Comnand on
22/23 and 27/28 September 1 1943, Ilre photographs taken shorr that litt1e or no
damage was d.one in the town of Snden. }bin heavy damage occumed jrr the areaof the Birinen llafen. f{:e Nord.see rrlerke, a }Io' L priority target, suffered.
considerabJ.y, and. a very heavy ooncentration otr bonbs has faLlen around the
Binnen }trafen, principally'on ttre rrrest si.de, The ncrs work shops of the Nobdsee
Werke sustajred. several &lreot hlts vhich caused a great deal'of danrage, AJl
unidentified. vrork shop has been'wreoked and. the raib-,ray lines to the vrorks are
bLooked.. In the Binnen Hafen, a very great ntnnber of buil-d.ings, includ.ing the
Harnmerrrork, have been clestroyed. Dock f,aciLities and d.oek vral-Is also suffered.
extensive cla.mage. One rnbrchant vesseL was sr.rnk and. is avrash, t\zo floating
f,ocks rime damaged. ancl. sunk, The raib-ray yard.s soutb of the railr,vay dock haqe
received. numerous hits which danaged. both the tracks and the rolLing stock.

g.gugtpaNg.t4!
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of opportr:nity.

CAFUJiITIES:

category trACtr

4IIAFONS F.OR FAII,IEI f0 ESIBr ldl.ssioqNo; I - 6 a/c faiLed to bomb because of
meohan:lcal- ancL ecluipment faihrres r

Itiss*gn-}Io,-e - 4 a/c faiLed to bomb - 2 beoauseof mechanicaL and eguip:nent ra@-i-E-L1ed. to see the flares placed by thePatMinder Plane 'and I was rlrable to catch the formation because of late lakeoff.
Xi' QUlmf,RS: ldis"eort_-No_L f - Fighter opnosition vras light urith about 20 of 3A
oa- seen attaffig--mks trhfch o""ri- sporadic and. not vigorous startcd Justprior to the target on the routc in and lasted. for about thirty minutes,
Fighter cover was evidcntly vcry effective as e/a vrere seen to f1y rrith thefornation frour tjme to tjr,re v,rithout attaclcing, ap1ru'ent1y attempti-ng to sinulatefighter cover. Me-109s vrrere predotrdnant, v.rith some F,ff-190s. f\rc 1{ers wtrich
attacF'ed. thc rear group vrere reported. ecluipped. u'ith rockets under thc r-rings.Aerial bombi.:ng with parachutes v'ras reported. wl,th lunobserved. results.

Mis:ton-Io.r 2 - Fron 5 to 3O a/a vrcre encountered or observecL jnthe target ar6::fr6E:ffir-190s and },Ie-109s. Attaaks nere consid:ered. ,neak
because of the excelrent p-.fJ support. E/a approached the formati.ons in the
same forrnation as friend.ly fighters and, vrouLd. fly parallel and then peel offto attack, Some tail attacks ",,rere mad.e sirrgly f,ron 5, 6 ana J o tclock fromnot nearer than JOO yard.s. A fen passes r;rere made fro:l head"-on, Sorne e/aflevi through the formation and. rnad.e llasses as they did. so. Qther attacks .were
mad.e frqn high at !, 2, J, B and. p olclock and lov,. at 7 otclock. x/A generally
'!-/ere encountered. first at the I.P. and continued. r"rntil rrell orrt to sea.

4ission No. 1 - fg+oryrel - 10_.I3u members are missing.
Equiprngnt - L B-17 uras lost because of AA f,ire.
@- 8 catego{y'4rr and. 1

Mission No 2 - PersonneL - 2 cretar menbers vrere slightly vrounded.
and. 11 are m:Lssing.

fquiprne4t - 1 3-17 $ias lost to e/a.
Sstjmate-d. Battle Damage - 13 catcgory ItArt.

4,NTI-AIRCRAI'T FM: Sdission No. 1 - Itoderate accurate fire rras encowrtered. atJIJ.LPDJUII ITV. J
Emd.cn vrhere a possible baruage was reported. fn &rdcn area several unusual.\r
large bursts lrere seen rrhich scomed to forrn an ascen&ing column, one burst
occurring ever1r five or sjrc second.s. Other fire r-ras meagre and inaccurate and.of an unseen contj-:nuously pointed. type, v,rith cloud. eover hindering pin pointing.

Ilission No. 2 - ir'i. fire was reportcd. as being moagre to
moderate and" generarr@Fffart coast ancl the larget &r€&r

ROUTS: Mission No. L - Sases to louth to 5Jo00tN - OA-oJOt5, to fiot+ltN - 06oJ0trto Schiermorurikoog to Groningen to &nden to Sfol+ltN - 06o5BtE, to 5lo59fy -
O0o30tE to Gromer to Bases,

CONFIDENTIAI,
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otoo8rE, to 52o51+rN -
.:,3ases to Croner to !Jo$$tN - ol+o5Jrg, to lJoJgtN *
o7o05rx, to,target to 53a55rN - o7eL5!i, to '55b;,2rry -
0].l25r3 to bases.

IISTEB_SUIFQRS: Five groups of three sqtradrons oaoh of F-l+7s supported. the3--Tfs::-T9tFfts provided 6scort and 5l--acted. as vrrlthdrarat-oover. Benbtr
clestroyed.r J probably destroyed., and. I darnaged. r,"ithout loss to themselves.

OBSa$E,TIANS: There yrere no observations because of heaqf cLoud which ob-
soured, thC grotrncl,

uqqrgJ[j\lo. 3_ - aT&FrIrpJry'Irqr*rd Q
The 2ld. Bwrbardnent Divieion distrBtched 2L B-24s to attaolc an assigrredairfield in Holland.. Because the target r{as so obscwed. by cloud. that visr.lal

bonbing oould not be accqrate; the B-24s returned r'rithout attacking. They.had.
no, encountors but d.id erperienoe AA.fjre at Zeobrugge, Knoclce, Ternewon,
K1oosterzfirfu, tsJturdert, :ll'oonsdroolrt and- /urtrrerp; the AA fire ri'as generaLl6r
accurate for altitude, but lnaccurate for dafl.ection and appeared. to be pre-
clictor coni;roIIed.

'1

Fighter support ri,ras furnished: by-.25 RAF fyphoons an6 ,l,1} RAF Spitfires'
ALL of the B-24s retur:ned. to base.

vfsaT_B

EITIDIN: Roulg _Ort - Or the route over the North Sea there rru's iftO to 7ftO
-: 

--Eng 
to.9/Lo to lorflo over the continent. Target: .gfto-'tocltrillj-us, l-ncreasr.ng to.y/Lv to I

LO/LO crmruLus vrith visibility of 10+ niIes. Rctr.rn Route: 9/LO fu LAft)
cunulun over continent. ilecreased. ta.2ftO U AtO over North Sea.

AirfieLd. !4 lIollgg[ (not attacked):. Route Out - 0ver the North Sea there rnas
@icreased. to rb/ro-6iffiEti^nent and target, Return Route:
SiJnilar to route out.
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