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Bomber Commancl }{arrative of Qrerations
104th Operation - 27 Se?t',o 3:983,

lviission Jtro. 1 - Ernden arrd. Sargets
of Oi:porturi[-'

lllission l{o. 2 - SnC.eir and. Targets
of 0pportunity.

Idission No. J - Diversion,

The Lst and. Jrd. Bombar<Jment Divisions dispatchcd. one Ai.r [ask Force
each to bomb port facilities at llmd.cn. For the first time Fathfinder planes
vi'ere used arrd thr.ee bf then Led. the fo'o:mations tr: the target, Entden t''as
coverecl by hearqy cloud and. trom'irj:i;; resul-fs r{e"e ilene}ally unobserved. },'laqf
of tho planes boinbed. Gerr,ran citi-os as ta::gets of opportunity. Exoellent
fighter support r,vas furrrished. b;r P-/ils. The bonbers encountered heavy eneqy
oplrosition ancl seven 3-l-7s 'werc lost. CJaims are 32-7-24.

The 2nd. llombardmcnt Division C.ispatchccl an Jrjr Tasli Foroe of B-2hs
vihich camied out a Dj-version according to plan. Ihe 3-21+s r'rere given fightcr
suplort by P,AIi' tlphocns. I'Io incid.ents oocurrcdn

Unit Nrrnber of ,\/C
5[pstp- w. (p*sn+.ls:]@ .I,jsg.)
Lir.S3I0lI liO. 1 To nontb+

Pcrsoimel Casualties(d-ffEe!s6.s]fl;ffi
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+3aileit to Bonrb - A - li{ec}ranical aud Eq.uii;rnent Failures'
3 - Other "Lhan llicchetn:cif ericl iclui-pmcnt FiLilures (includ.cs

v,rc:rthcr, enefily action, recall, ctc,)
j,iTlsloll I{0. 1 - ;l,ni.l,.; .1,[) Tl*.1(],lTS 01,,

lfissroli I'I0
_oj:o'].l-ili:[E-.2 - lliLiD,ili :il,rN Tri.Rcj-iTii 0I'
oP:ol i'.'TJ'irfY,

Tfue First i\jr Task l,'orcc r/as composeci of l"Ll n-Us of the Jrd. Bor;rbardmcnt
fivision, pLus onc Patlrfinder 3-17 of thc 4B2nd Group lrhich flclr r.rith the 10Oth
Group. fhe Prrthiirrd.cr plano i,-,as to drop nrarl.;crs ovcr lltd-cn if thc target was
obscr:red by olot-id. This plan rrvas follo-,irccl but thc crc-trr,i di,l no-t; have suffi-
cicnt experience i:r this t;,pc of op,-ri'artir;n to take fu1l adv,:ri'{;a51c of thc fli;res.

fhe Second. -A,jr Task Force vras corilposed" of 16/+ l-t7s of thc lst Boiribardrncnt
Division, plus two Peithfinclcrs of the l+B2n,J- Group ',rhich flcr,; ';,'ith the 91st
Group. The PatMind.ers lrcrc usecl j.rr thc samc 1"/ay as outlincd. above, but good.
rcsults vrere not achieved,

BO].[[II'IG iliSlll,TS: 178 B-Us droppcd. I7O7 x 5OO G,P. fu.sed. 1,/10 sec. nosc and
Tffi22x1O0OG.P.iuscdL/l0Sccrt1oscand'V)+osec.tai1,and.
1356 x 1Oo I.ll. (tvtUTAf) from 211500 - 251000 feot at 0958 - 1008 ]rours on Emden.
?he bombing lyas d-one through heavy cl-oud. lrhicLr so obscl;rec'l thc ta::gct the:t marqr
of the blrrsts; aould not be observE;d.. A l:earry oonocntrertion ilcll just north and-
northeast r:f Jlmi.cn. Sonrc hits'r,./cre scorr:d. otr i;hc outslclrts of thc ci.L3r and-
sonre in thq: villagc of flrnrlcn;rr-tro1thusen, 1?rree bursts lrc:'c obscrvecl near the
indusrtria-L aroer. just sor.rth of Xrnd.en, and. a fcv,' rti:rcct irits .,ir:rc scorcd on rail-
road. lines.

68 B-t7s droppcd. 277 x 500 G.P, , 57 x 1000 G'P. and' 1657 x l-00 I.B, oil
targcts of oppor.tr:nit3r, 19 ll-17s bo,'nbed ir.trrioh lvith ur:.observed results, Esens
r,',ras at't;ackcd. by 18 3-LJs, an'J a numbcr of hits could. bc secn on buii-ilings i-n the
vilJagc. Rcsults on thc otl:cr targcts of opportunity could. not bc oi-,scrved'

RXA,:iOt'ts tr'O}i trU.ILtLiE TO 8018: I{i:rs:ion I'{o. I - 24 a/c fail-cd to boinb - 11 be-
r,;'cre 1ost, and. 10 bccause of

7r

cause of
advcrsc

meohanicerl and" ecluiprncnt failures, 3

/ar.\1IE1uv_!t! t!g]I
-2-
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l"LissionNo.2-J8.:.-.-*and crluipment failurcs, 5 bccgiusc

o/o Eilcd to bornb - 6 because
of darnage caused by enengr

aotiono IJ failod. to bonb br-:causc tlicy dicL not sec tl:o combat uing lcarlcr bomb,
J-J because of misintcrprctation of pathfind.er flarcs and 3 lrcrc Iost.
glQQWfS&S: l4ission l.lo, 1 - 0f thc f,jrst thrce gro4s ovc:: thc turrgcto only
ffilIffioufi-lffilTTffia, ani', thcn only ly' a nr,:xi.inum of 6 e/a from iong
rang<: . Thc ti+o foLloru'irg g:'r:ups encountered thc nost $ever€ opposi'blon, r'rith
attacks beginning just bcforc tr:.rg*t lnd. continuing until scvsral milcs out to
se;& on. rcturn. Fightcr suppo:'t red.uced ;rttacks to a rni-nj-nrr-ur alid. mr:st a'btacks
r;-cre florn l+ to 7 orelock l-cvel or lox-r. tr"ttacks r-r,-,ri: rnlLcle singly and in trai-n
of 5 to 6, rith repoi:ts of intensity varying. One rcport statcci t]nat e/a dived.
in as closc t\s 25 to 35 yard;s b*:fo::e pec1.in65 off ancl irassin;1 un'::lcr tiic fo:'niation
l;hi.-'l-e anothcr rcport stated" th::,t nt one pcriod- nonc ot. thc nttacks vcre pressed
hone. 'Ihe nu.mbcr of e/a::epc:'tcd r:ttaclcirg vai'icci from J5 to l-0C.

ihe last tlro groups ovor tlrc targct crrcor.;-z'rtcrcd. very little oppos:Ltion,
';,ith not r.rorc than 15 e/a attacki.ng f::om 12, j anrl 6 orclocir high anu l-ow eind
gcncrally singl;'. Tfipcs ilcrc a'pproxi-nertcly rlivideri- uvcnl;,r bctr,,ccn I11-190s and.
li,tc*109so liomc e/a t;iere reported. equiirpcei rrith guns firing ki::ge projectiles
v,rith lcng br:rsts of flarnc being er:rittcri frorn thc gtll'lil. tti.,o of iire rnissing B-lJs
vrere observcd. to havc becn lost to e/a attacking from 7 ofclock lcvel.

Mission t"Io. 2 - Enerr./- ai:'o-riposition r/as conccrrl;ratcd" on thc Lead-
ing combat i*ffTffi[S"uiio to 7"f r/a rilo.king Just br:fo::c 'uhc ta.:'p;ct. Tt/L
'rvere mostly FW-1!0s a.nd. 1*c-109s, al"tlroqc;h a fclr Ju-BBs anrl otircr b,iin-cngined.
e,/a l"oro rcportcd.. Fi-rst attaclis began a.t 09.15 hcurs, ti:rce :irilcs north of
Rotturncr:oog erncl oontinucd. irlternri'ctcncly, exccpt ovcl tar';1ut, unLil 1020 hours
Ju:;t north of the r;est cud" of l',lordcrncy Islanc1. Attacks 'ii*ro rrorc tl:an usr"ialIy
oo:rc,:ntrated. on thc nosc, f,i*rny cloveloped. b3r brurch.cs of 5 c/a cor,:inn i-n high fron
L100 yard.s, drol:ping d.o';,n-r to lcvcl at !2 01c1ock ::.'i; B0Cr yr.,rd.sr and closing either
abreast or i-n sta,11;:ered. echelon to i:ho rear in such a posi'Lion tirat top tr:rrct
could- noi5 gct clo-r,,n to thcn ancl ball- turrct oouLcl not pick tiron up; passing by
Just wrderneath or off the r,i::g and pulling up ci'clicr &r.E.y or on to elemcnts
DOnLno.

Somc; c/a rollcd. ovcr irhile firing oornin,q iri. Some bunched. nttaoks of l+ e/a
started. in trail- a.ntl- thcn rir/rnul lnto linc iLbreas'L, Somc attacl,rs c..rne j.n lcrrel
and. took a vcrti.cal barrk posi'uion going through thc for:nation, hol+ing thrs
position r,'hilc firing anci iloing tlrorri;h. A fcri attaeirs, r'ostly r:ingles, dc-
velopcd. from 5 o tcLoolr, Ihr);y attacks secmcd to usr: tl'rc sun cornirig in high
on thc rroser ilctlu'ni:rg;iftor the targct, a fc',,':ittacks l,'cx'c nr,ldc out of thc sun
from high at 5 and- 6'otclock. One trtrii'-l90, vihich rrlrs from 200 to J00 yruri.;l be-
Lori at 5 orcloci;, fired. a lilrgc objcct irhich l;*nt above thc forr:n-tion anrl ex-
plod.ed to the riglrt .;rith a largc fJ.rrsh, Onc g;noup rcpor.ts sccing tiro Stuke.s.
An Lic*L09 uas obscrvcd. to fi-;:e roc:.cts frcxn its be1ly ",rhich .Lcft iLn orillrge
trail 10,) yards 3:r. length, Sor,rc acrial bombing lias reportcd, bui; boi.irbs
exploded- bclovr thc fornations ','rithout causi-ng any d,:rnage.

Cr!SUi,,L?IXS: i1.rli"ssion ]tio, 1 - Personircl
J s1i1:ht1y '.'rou:rd.cd" .rncl +l- ;rc mirr:;ing.

- 1 crg'ul mcmbcr lras

3 fo:: rei''sons unlcio';tr.
XctuiJri:ti:vll - L,u 5-1Js ',,-cr; Lost

ilsti.natccl 5rttlc laruig+ - 18
oa.tegory rf;lCrr and 1 catcgory rr;Jrt,

v.9. lill! if -q i.'*!
-.a-

seliously r,.orinded",

- 1 to flak atrC.

catcgory ttiitt, L



DECLASSIFIEI) ^ C0]{FIDBI'iTI;1.
\uthority _U$ry{.6p0€

ssion No' 2 - Personncl - 1 crelrBr _KJ NARA out._011fril0?_ tl-v rror-r:rcLccl and JO arrc missing.
S.tglp[gE! - J ]-1Js I'rcrc

tc rcasons unknorriryIl

!
'-J

membcr r'las ki.llcd, 2 seriously

los;t - 1 to o/a and' 2

L5 ettc1o.r;r rf.iirr and- [Xsjcirnutcd. l?tllc ,.,r1+eq -
caltcgolrj/ ft;\Crr.

ir.NTI:AII?CIU),-FT f'Ili:X: iriission No. 1-: i,{cag4rc i$a.ccu::atc /ti fire -,;as::cported

"t lolfinn fsl,:"nd, riotffi:offilffiersun, irurich, Juist anii- Nordcrnuy. lricagrc
flirc ovcl Emd"en r/as aecuratc oyl h',.o gJoups. Jill- firc sc{lms to }ra.vs *h-cn con-
tintrously poiltcci. vrith pocsrblc barrage f:Lrc ovcr llndt-;n.

l'li-ssion ]'Io* 2 - /rA firc at thc coast snd at thc targct r-*'rs
rircilgre to modcn:te arrTlil,If,ffilfficirratc.
ROlITlrj: ivlission i.tro. 1- Bnscs to coast ta 53a25ty - gf)oJlrE, to 53o45t1d - 0&-o25t
ii"So52rp-:"T5WV *o JJa2grId - 06o&:tX, to targct to xscns at 5Joj8't''i -
aT36tt), to 53ou+rld - o6q1frtx, to 5l+ao5tL'l - 05o20t1i, to 53o55rtl - 04c)2517' t'o
fiab5rl, - 0302!rE, to 53035tl't - 02o55rl, to 53(Jf.Brli - 02o/+5tli, to lJoQQtlri -
O2ol-BrE, to Great Yarmouth to i3ase$.

i,H.s;ion llo. 2 - I'ltscs t,o 52a52tll - Olo2tlrll, 1;o ,3c:35ti'[ - Oi+o51t--1, to
SjaSOri{ - O5o0Brtl, to !}:{Jprir: - O5o25ti), to 53o26ti'r - 96o59tjl (I.e,) to ta::gct
to 53o43r1{ - 07o1JrX to 5lr-oo4.r}.i - o6o20fti, to 53]58119 - Ql_oJlpr:j, to jiJo4-gti; -
0Jo00rI , to G:'oat Y;.s'nou-bh to Base sr.

tr,Icltl::R ljli TrORT: tr'our grolrps of P-m]s plovid.r;d. cscort ,:rnd pc:tct.r'r,tion support.
m"g;"""p tr"IS p-47s rn:ivcd. a.t thc sehorl-ul-cd rcirclczvoi-ts lr;pointcd, but the
B-17s iici'c scvererl ninutcs rhcad of sch;tl"r-ilc so tlir: f:LF;iri;,:rs rcnd-czvouscd.','-itlt
then ovi:r t1:; tr::gt,t arca, Th; f-}r"ow continuccl rlit}r t}ru br:.rlbcrs ovcr tlrc targct
e.ncl- out ovcr thc; ltrorth Sca anrl lcft 'uiicn at 5fo50tli - O6o10trT. r\rro't;hcr grotip
of' 49 p-J+7s rcndczvouscd .:dth. tltc forrierti-on of ij-17s tft 0939 hc,u:is northi;cst of
rmcl,:rnii. Isfund. and sta;rcrl .,rilh thcn ovc-t- tli* t;rgct and ciut to sca. i:.i;rd l-cft the
E*fls north of Tclschclling Ishnd. ,:r tliirii group of jlL l-47s f.:ril-crl 'Lo mcr:t thc
bornbc:.s at -Lhe schccrulcci renrlczvous, orbittccL bct-,rccn Ll:.c Fris:Lan fslands rnd
thc nra.inhnd., ancl then si:-i-it up i.nto th::t:c squitldt'olts r;ihich clirl corrtact thc
bgmbcrs for a short tii:rc',Crcn thcy ''rerc on thc r,tr;i out fron thc cricmy coast.
l\ fogrth group of j9 f-,[7s rcnclcz'voused -,,.ith 'che Sgcortcl Tasll Jlorcc at 094-t+ hours,
T1:Lcy' providcd cscort jrito thc tnrgct ai:rd out an1 l-cft t]:c a-fls north of
Tcrschel-l-ing Islrutc1 tta" LO53 hr:urs.

lhc p-/+7 fightr;r suppo.rt lrls cor-lsidcrcd cxcollcrLt b;' l;h.: clcl.s. Thc
fighti;rs clai:n 2O c/a cr.cstro;"cf, for 'rhc loss of onc P-[7

:r"1ditio1al i.:thdra.,.t,1 <:ovcr rri s p;'oviclccl by fot":r scLuadrotts of Spitfu'cs
rrhicir iiiet t5c B-ils lbout 50 nriles car;t r:f i;lr.c l'Iash aru1 cscor'c.:d thcn back to
the iinglish Coast.

0BliIlP;'(iTI.glI[: An lLrcff'cctrvc smo]<c scroell rii\s srlcl] a.t l]-nden, and, anottier obscrvcd
trt{.}6n;;fLh soi:re rcports of sinokc pots on vessicLs i:r-i;hc harrbc.rr. Calnouflage
attelnpting to change thc co:rtour r:f the lr':,::bor li1lj ruportcci in the ba;y north of
Xmd.en betl,.-ecn Grcutshe rrnd. f.iestcrrnars:cher, F,rclvr: rilcl-t-o toi.'crs in ii squnr'c
prLttcrn 'llcrc ruportcd" thv'ce mil-cs southclist of Norilcn.

colil.r iL)ENTI-:"L
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24 B-24s rrcrc dispa.tchctl b;r the ZrC. Bo:rha"rdnent Division to cirrr';i out ii
Divcrsion ovcr thc idorth Sea. 16 R-iJ' T|,phoons rcnd"czvouscd at 0910 hours
witlr thc B-2lr"s, irTo e/tt;rcrc obscrved i-..nd. a livcrsion r,.tts crri{.1cl out as
plarrned. vrith no rnciclcnts.

,t*S
XIO;]I:] .JlD lii-RG:TS Ots OPFORtUI.lllT.r: Routc Out - l'racc of stratocuraulus i:r-
;r.:;slng, to 5n0--Tt7/m-c*r\ffi- o'1ff:ffifTogth sea, tops 5rooo to Trooo fect.
$/tO to IO/LA cunulus ncr,:. contj:rcntal coast, tops 151000 to 3-J'OOO fcct,
lrlfo to 3/LO c:-yrus r.l:ovc flight lcvcL. Visibility L5 to 20 milcs. !aigg[:
B7l10 to Lo/Ao cu::rrlus, tops 151000 to 1/1000 fc..,t, l/la to J/Lo cLrrvs. Visi-
bili14,- 15 to 20 rrilus. Rct.q{qi.o!!g_: To Inglish coast sj-i:riler'to routc out.
Scrtt-ercd. rain sho',,"ers jlilt-ffiffifi-is1: coast , ?-lLo ta 5ho cui"rulus, basc
21000 to J'OOO fccto tops frOOO to },OOC fcct. VLO to SiLO ciffus a}:ovc
flight lovcI. Visib:-iity l-5 to 20 rnilcs.

AI$RqJory: Bqg!q-.or{[ - 5/to !'o 9fta curnulus, tops Jr000 fc*t at inglish coast

tops 1O'0OO to l"2r0OO fcct, llil to 2/lO t].'bocrmul-r;s, Z/l{.l to 3/La c*rus it
251000 fc;t. Visibilifu' 10 i;o L5 nilcs. !g;!!{ll Routc: Sj.:rik:: to routc out.

n gUg. le;::Ili: L

-5-



DECLASSIFIED
\uthority ilSryeQg
By KJ NARA oatelafr{otl-

:lnil-.-l,TLTf;qii3
:iig ?Y F?F?1t **W,":S*1{HtiY *Jti};jF {If}
clffiar* af ti:g *peratlcnsg {')f,*.'1;rtrr

tr.* ?3i* *$th fi*:barctn*nt #r*irp {.tt} 's*rs e;*rbe$ fnr nn ***n*tlon*t
ur"l*ii*"n:: qt 1?il5 ff6 Son*,*:rJ,:cr, 1,Q4$ nJtir e b*r:r-b l*si*ia;1 r:f lfi x.5** po**.d
{eF} b*nls p""i"*h 1/,C snc+nd no*a nar: }r4* e***** tall &rsia6.

2n flclcl ilrs1ur r*rnbe:" S8 xr* rs:s*ive$, at fll C' *S #*pt*"r,b*r, 1**$ * Th*
*S*3r $r*ul) 1'*r{ so? t:;: n* t}t* }r,iqh iu.rr.rtr'.' *:f *tr"'* $rr} **abnt T$f.ng f.*vrlg,tlcn *fth
tfr*xrty*f1+* r.l.1'*r"nft ta-$ng CIff gt 0S03 hourc. ??:*rt's** srls e?rartrrm erlo ts
sr:. c+'i:sn laek,

$* ?rs*v*t;r*64q; *f *ttr B!.rcrnft tr+irhr:d tls tnrg*t +f *t*h nhat*grarhs
ghrw hl.?s i* ths t*.rg*? {t *$.r .411 +* r,:rr #,ireraft :.*tr:r:red }r-': 1HSS ha1.lfit"

g#&jl*S9l $-S Ssrr**iv* 1{*1:*rt' f,*r '}ner*ttrnurl

!fi : **.'r::'ts: St:i{: ilff t rl*r ' 9S*}: fi*;rl:;r I'rl*',;i;:t

Ap,J s$4,
3$ liept*l, t*:n !94$*

lf,{.rstnn ?? $*pt*r,*her* 1.94$.

tri*:;: {n}, .lpO *$*,

{:T:,1!.riT,fls }1, Fal$$Y,
].st T,t., *.lr S*rp*,
A*st Cilsr{'tiEfls 0f:5*cr. --.:
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CASPERS

Abortive--X

YUE}IGER

ltIF"fiAMA}I s_{01'Y

BROMA}I X" TUCKtrR

27 Se,otomber 1945

CROCKETT

l{nDE?.) C nlT

CR$ryDER

RE}dO

RIGGS

35

TARGET: Dock Area of jfuden' GermanY"

l. Of the zZ A/C that toor< of-f to attack ftaden Zl A/C dropped the ir
bombs and one abortedo Both .F-A fire and e/,t, opposition were ineffective.
Cloud cover affedted accuracy of bonrbing" Fightcr cover by P-47r s was tuost
effective and high).y pralsed by all crewsu The briefed course was followed.

rrIII BC Narr.ative: 0f the 141 rlispatched. to attack Enden, 11? atbaoked, Z+

aborted and 4 are missingo For tho firet tl.rne pathfinder planes were used
and three of thern 1ed the formation to the tar6er. Results were generally
unobserved" E zA clairns 17-6-14.

164 A,/C wore diapatched to attack Hnden, 127 attacked, 57 failed to bomb and
3 are missiago 8rA clairas L5-1-10.

THOMPSON KNOTfl,TON

ROTTSCgILD

CARSON

FJXBRA

CORREIA

I{ITT

BUCKLEY
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