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Bomber Command Narrative of Operations
Day Operation — 31 August, 19453
Mission No. 88

One Air Task Force of 1t Bomboxidment Wing, and two Air Task Forces of
L6h Borbardnent Wing were dispatohed to attack airfields in France and
Belgium. Ileavy cloud conditions prevented attacks on assigned targets. The
Lth Air Division formations returned without bombing. The lst Lir Division
Task Force successfully bombed, through a break in the clcuds, the Amiens/
Glisy Airficld a last resort target. /A opposition was weak. USAAF P-l7s
and. RAF Spitfires provided fighter support. Onc B-17 is missing for rcasons
unknovn, and as a result of a collision off the Inglish coast two were lost
and a third crashed ncar Polegate.

Number of A/C Persommel Casualties
Unit (Dispatched Attacked Failed Lost) Claims (Killed Vounded Missing)
1ST YING To Bomb+
{‘}.' EI
| RS T s 16 7/ 3 6 - 24+ 0~0-0 5 3 22
' 92 19 18 at R0 0~0~0 0 0 0
303 20 9 I 7 el 0-0-~0 0 0 1L
305 18 17 1 2 G0 3=0=3 0 L 0
306 18 0 I S RO 0= 020 0 0 0
351 21 19 2 Qs =0 1-0-0 0 0 0
379 ) IR 1 5 0 Osal 310 0 % 0
381 ? 19 19 O 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
38l e e TR O TR 0 0
170 105 2l L1  3++ 5=1-3 5 8. 33
LTH VING
9l 21 0 7 cmdlpnrcOnot:0=0=0 0 0 0
95 22 1 S 18- 0 0~-0-0 0 0] 0
96 21 0 3 18 -0 0-0-0 0 0 0
100 19 0 2 /a0 0~0--0 0 0 0
9565 2L 0 1 200 0~0-0 0 0 0
388 22 0 1 2iL S0 0~-0-0 0 0 0
390 e O a2 35 Lo 10.4s80=0- 00 1 0
149 Ak 19 129 C 0~-0-0 0 L 0
TOTALS 319 106 35,4 170000 30 mb=1=5 5 9 33

+ A = Mechanical and Equipment Failures. :
B = Other than Hechanical and Zquipment Failures (incl. weather,
enemy action, recall, etc.) | !
++ - Does not include B-17 which crashed near Polegate.
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PARCETS: 1ot Wing - Amiens/Glisy Airfield.

Lth ¥ing - Adrficlds in France and Belgium.

BOMBING RESULTD: 1st yring = 105 B-17s dropped 1240.x 500 GePe fused. 1/10

SoC. nose and 1/100 sec. tail from 23,000 =~ 24,800 foctb at 1807 - 1824 hours
with good results. There were five dense concentrations of bursts in the
target area, and the only parts of the target which failed to receive dircet
hits were the eostern part of the north dispersal area, and the castern part

of the ammunition storagc arca. Therce were direct hits on hangars, viorkshops,
barracis; the northwe st--southcast rumway and ammunition storage area; the
north and south dispers: 1 areas; station headquartors, Amiens Marshalling Yards
and adjacent railroad lines, and nuacrous hits in the landing arca.

4th Wing - Targets were not bombed because of adverse weather
conditions. 1 a/c dropped 12 x 500 G.P. on a railroad approximately ten miles
northeast of' Roucn. '

REASONS FOR RAILUE 10 BOwD: 1st Ting = 65 a/c failed to bomb = 2! because
of mechanical or cquipnent Pailures, 54 because of adversc weather, 1 because
of personncl failurc and 6 because of formation being broken up as a result
of a collision on routc oube Y i :

- %
o,

» Lth Ving - 145 a/o failed to bomb = 109 because
of adversce weather, 19 because of mechanical or cquipnent foilurc and 20
becausc they werc unable to make ‘the formation.
ENCOUWIERG:  1lst fing —.The number of e/a cncountercd voried from approximately
50 by the lcad group to 6 = 15 by the other groups in the formation. Types
reported were moatly F=190s and. Me-109s. Attacks began at 1740 hours at
Beaumont-Sur-0ise and continued until 1820 hours at Auxi-le-Chateau. Attacks,
which vere generally out: of the sun, were not pressed. mi~-190s again similated
P-L47 tactics. '

hth iling - Mone .

CASUALTIEG: 1lst Ving - Personnel - 5 crew members were killed, 4 scriously

wounded, L sliphtly wounded. and 33 are missing.

Bquipment - 3 B=-17s - 1 to enchy action, and 2 in colli~

sion on route out.
Tsbimated Battle Damage = 23 catoegory A" and 1 category

ni
Jae

Lth \ing - Personncl - 1 slightly wounded.,

Lguip ment — Nonc.
Tetumbed Battle Damage = 16 category "a".

ANTT-ATRCRAFT IWIF: 1st Wing - Meagre inacourate fire along the routc was re=

portod.'. Tire at Amicns was moderate and accurate, with type of fire belicved
to be continuously yointed.
A
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Lth Wing - Meagre inaccurate fire was encountered along

the routc, with moderate inaccurate fire reportcd at Rouen and. in the vicinity
of Dicppce : :

nouT™a:  lst ¥ing - First Alr Task Force = Beachy Head to L9959 - 01°15'3, to
GOBG Vi) = 00002 '3, to LIO05 N ~ 02025, to 49°208'N - 020227 wtor LIPS T ~
022083 to target (Amicns/Glisy); to 49°53'N - 02023'3 to 500171 - 019523
to 50021'W - 01°33%'% to Beachy Head to bases.

4th ¥ing - Sccond Air Task Force - Clacton to 51930 - 02°10'E to
- 51048 = 0205013 to relixstowe to Rradwell Bay to 510181 - 03°05'3 to I.P.
at 50953 - 03°50'% to Target (did not bomb); to 51940N - 05°00'Z, to
51040'N - 03°30'% to Clactort to bascs.

Third Air Task Force = Selscy Bill to Fecamp to T.P. (Pacy
Sur T) to target (did not bomb); to Chars to L9935t ~ 01935'E, to 49°55'N -
0095817 to Bexhill to basecs. .

WEATHED: 1ot Wing - Route Qut = 7/10 to 9/10 stratocwnulus and swelling

owmalus deeroasing to 4710 to 6/10 at English Coast., Conditions rcmaincd un-
changed across Channel and over French Coast, then low cloud increased. inland

to 8/10 to 10/10 writh occasional large broaks; medium cloud decreased to nil
over mid-charmel; trace of thin cirrus along route. Visibility 10 milcs.
Targct: 8/10 to 10/10 low cloud in tapget arca with large break over target with
3/10 cumulus and trace of cirrus. Visibility 10 miles, Return Route: Similoar
to route out except low cloud decreascd over England to 3/10 to 5/10 and medium -
cloud increased to 5/10 to 7/10. Visibility 3 to 5 miles over Ingland.

Lth Wing - Route Out = 8/10 to 10/10 cumilus and stratocumulus break-
ing over miG-chomel to 6/i0, Visibility 6 to 10 miles. Targets: 8/10 to 10/10
cumulus and stratocumulus, tops occasionally building to 10,000 feet. Visibility
10 miles. Return Route: Similar to routc oub except cirrus incrcasing from
Belgium to England becoming 3/10 to 5/10 over Channcl end decreasing to 2/10 to
L/10 over Bngland. Visibility slowly decrcasing from 10 miles in target arca
to 3 to 5 miles over Inpgland.

FICGHTRER SUPPORT AND DIVORSLONS: The First Adr Task: Force was covered by three
groups of P-i7s comprising 142 a/c. One group of 36 P=l7s covercd the Third
Adr Task Force B-17s which roturncd without bombing. Tive squadrons of Spit
IZ's cscorted the Second fir Task Forcc inland over Belgium. Sceven squadrons
of Spit IX's totalling 76 a/c made rendezvous with the B~17s between Blanken-
borghe and. Ghent and covered them uncventfully on thoir way back. Fighter
‘operations resulted in claims of two destroyed, onc probablc and onc damaged.
Losscs amounted to to P=47s which collidcd South of St. Omecr.

Tive forccs of AAF B-26s, and RAF Mitchells,
Venturas, and Typhoon bombers werc detailed to attack three targets in Northern
France, but owing to weather conditions all the attacks were abortive.
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OBSIRVATIONS: Smoke pots were obscrved 10 to 15 miles inland from Dieppe.

Abbacking e -109f' were equipped with belly tanks., A number of small white
or cicam colorcd balloons 4 to 8 fect in diametor werc obscrved at varicus
places over cnemy territory at altitudes ranging from 24,000 to 23,000 feet
in the vicinity of 50°53!N -« 03°50'3, Some crews reported CJllndr:chl ob-
Jeots 18 to 24 inches long and /. to 6 inches in diamcter were attached to

them. They arc probably meteorological balloons.
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