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Sortie No. 30) . =27 August 1943
Mission No. 27)

- TARGET: Aeronautical Facilities Station at Watten, France.

: 1. Seven A/C of the 95th Formed the high Squadron of the Group made up
by th 402nd CBW. “11 seven A/C attacked the target at 1940 with the results
of the bombing questionable because of a change in course by the lead squadron
Just before bombs were away. Ours crews reported the taryet readily identified
and showing signs of having been previously attacked. Magnificent cover, close
by Spit IX's and high by P-47's was furnished in consequence of which no E/A
attacked this Squadron. Only at St. Omer was our formation subjected to AA
fire with any degree of effectiveness, resulting however in but slight
damage.

VIII BC Narrative: The fourth Wing dispatched 65 A/C to attack Wotten, France,
63 attecked and 2 aborted. Target was completely blanketed. Fighter escort
was provided by “pitfires and P-47's, and diversions were carried out by AAF
and RAF medium and light bombers.

> 159 A/b were dispotched to atteck Watten,France. 124 attacked, 35 shorted
and 4-are missing. E/A claims 7-0-6.
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Bomber Command Narratl\re of Operatn.ons
Doy Operation = 27 August, 1943
Iission. No. . 87

-

" ‘Three task forces of one Combat Wing each of the First Air Division,
and another task force of three Combat Wings of the Fourth Air Division
were dlspa{,ohed to attack an Aeronautical Facilities Station at Watlien in
occupied Irance. The bombers dropped 368 tons on their pin-point target
and completely blanketed it, Fighter escort was provided by Spitfires and
P-47s, and diversions were carrizd out by AAF and RAF medium and light
bombers. Fow* B-17s were lost from this operation, Clainms are 7-0-6.
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TARGDT: ATBRONAUTICAL FACILITIZS STATION AT YATTEN,

" BOMBING RESULTS: 186 B-17s dropped 368 x 2000 G»P. fused 1/10 sec. nosc and
1/10 sec. tail from 14,000 - 17,000 fect at 1846 - 1941 hours on an Aero-
nautical Facilitics Station at Watten. The attack vas carried. out in four
waves with two Combat tings bombing by groups and two combat Wings bombing
by individual squadrons. Two concentrated groups of bombs fell directly
on the target and blankcted it. Direct hits were made on temporaXy build-
ings uscd for construction activity to0 the north and south of the main in-
stallations, Direct hits werce also scored on a light railvay loop to the
east of the principal installation. Bursts were also obscrved in a storage
arca west of the pin-point target., One a/c dropped 2 X 2000 G.P. on &
target of opportunity.

REASONS FOR FATLURG TO BO: B: 37 a/c failed to bomb = 8 because of mechanical
and. cquipment failurces; 1 was lost before rcaching the target area; 2 because
of flak damage; 2 becausc of personnel faillurcs; 16 becausc lead bombardicer
did not bomb, and 8 bccause of interference from other squadron.

ENCOUNIZRS: The 4th Ving had practically no fighter opposition. Therc were
only threc instances of ¢/a attacking and the attacks werc not pressed home.
Excellent fighter cover kept e/a away from the bombers. Llst Wing formations
report sceing up to LO e/a. which werc mostly FW-190s, a few jle-109s, 1 He-113
and 1 Me-210., Attacks occurred from-flesdin to Gravelines betwecn 1830 - 1900
hours. Coordinated tactics were used. by the e/a as two to three would make
feints from port and starboard positions in order to cover attacks which were
made head on at the samc time. '

CASUALTIES: Personnel = 1 crew member was killed, 2 seriously wounded, 16
slightly wounded and 32 arc missing.

Dquipment - L4 B-l7s vere 1lost - 2 to flak, 1 to ¢/a and 1 for
unknovm reasons,
matimated Battlc Damage - 57 category "A", 7 category "AC" and
1 category "B". i '

ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRG: ioderate to intcnse AA pirc was cncountered betwecn St.
Omer and. the target. lcagre to moderatc opposition vas ocncountered at other
places enroute. : =

ROUTS: Bases to Dungeness to 50025'N - 01935'E to 50023 'y - 02°02'E to 2%
at 50026 - 02°16'L to target; to 51°02'N - 02°08'E to 51024 - 01945"3 to
Clacton to bascs. _ :

VBATHER: Route Out - Cumulus increased over England to 5/10 to 7/10 cumulus,
base 3,000 fcet, tops 10,000 fect. Docreasing from Znglish coast to 3/10 to
5/10 cumulus over charmel, Cumulus incrcascd at continental coast to 5/10 to
7/10 cumulus. Cumulus deorcased to 4/10 just inland from coast. Altocumulus
decreased on route out to patchy over channel and remainder of distance to
target arca. Visibility incrcascd to 104+ milcs over channel, Target: 1945
hours = 4/10 cumulus, basc 3,000 fect, tops 7,000 fect, isolated patches of
altocumulus at 10,000 fect. Visibility 8 to 10 milcs. Return Routge:

qimilar to route out exccpt cumulus incrcascd over Englond to 6/10 to 8/10,
base 4,000 fect, tops 9,000 fect. gcattered rain showers over England.
Visibility 8 to 10 milcs.
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FIGHTER SUFPORT AITD DIVIRSE OS:  In oddition to the main offensive carricd
out by the B=~1l7s,RAF Dostons st buppor"ucd by tio squodrons of Typhoons attacled
the Gosnay Power Station and i/F B-206s escortced and supported by ten squadrons
of Spitfircs carriecd out an attacl: on the Poix Airfield. Fisghter cover for
the B-17s was provided by 23 squadrons of Spitfires and 4 groups of P-47s.
Combats with e/a resulted in clainis of 8 destroyed, 1 probable and 2 damaged.
L Spitfires and 1 P-47 arc wissing.
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OBSERVATTCNG: None

o

CONFIDINTIAL

-03_.



