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Bomber Command Narrat:.ve ‘of Operatn.ons
Day Operatlons - 17 August ) 1943
: M:Lss:r.on No. 811- SoavE

P,AR'P I - sJ. .JE]NE‘URT

_ "‘wo A:Lr "’auk Force.,, coxnposed of 'bwo Combat 'wlngs each,- of ‘che lst xa.r
h 1"101’1, yiere d:.spatched to attack three ball—bearlng pla.ntv at ' '
_"Gr\rmen.fo The target was bO'n'bed m.th good rcsults. ‘
walong the route frc:n neaxr the Dutch coas‘b 'bo 'bhe target a.nd ba.ck
oast.  Penetration end withdrawel support was prov:.ded by VIII
"'475 a:nd RuF Spltf:.rcs."-"“ 36 B-17s are missing. Cla:uns again

¢ -_.Iuechanlcal and Equ:.pment,..Fa:.lUres. -
B - Other thon iechanical and Equipment I‘a.:.lures (:anludes
AP wee..theroirecall ‘enemy. action, etce )il i o o ;
\y nfurt, Ex o I’rank:f‘urt and i) '{Op‘portunl argets

5-183 75 Sroveed) 1017‘»::‘ 250 British int ndi'\rleo, 79 % 5oo P

‘nose and 1/100" 8€C, teil end 235 x 1000 G‘.Po fused l/lO SECe nos'
sec. itoil’ from 19,000 = 22,600 feet at 1459 - 1511 Hours: on :mdustrlal'
Schwelnfurb. “The B—l?s had as a.im:.ng po::.nts, ‘threc: ball: bear:.ng plant

ontrlbute o.;nrox:.matvly 5005 of‘ totul output of- baJ.l bc,a.rlng ’ava:.lable

urber of ‘bun.ldlngs of the Kugclf:..;hcr forks (ball beg.rlngs), FICh'tyl 5 So.chs
LY croft componont.,) and the Vereingte Kugellager TFabriken: (bﬁll bear:mgs) g
t a.nd ALe: Gommmlcat:l.ons, :mclud:mg the mo:Ln ra:.lwqy ..,tatz.on, al.;o suffered

if, ¥

"-story mcch:x.ne shop. und a 1arge group ‘of offlce bulldlngs ana S‘bores S G
h:.’cs. i the Pichtel & Sachs Plan‘c at 1cas’c two bornbs burst dn.rcctly on o

»m:xchlne shop, wn.th threc more on ‘.mdgo:l.nlng "bm.ld:.ngs, D:Lz‘ect hn.ts “
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S were: scored on 'two machlne shops. of the \Iorks AR plant of the V.K.Fm‘ \J ;

' buildings received blast damage.. At Vorks I of the V«KOF. s Part: rEiofthels 485 :
. manufacturing buildings werc destroyedo A barracks in a in a military establn.shment
northwcst of Scnwelnfurt wa.s al.;o damaged by a oonca,m:ratlon of bombs. G

es REASONS FOR. l“‘EELURF .LO BO;B L;.2 a./c falled to bomb - 10 becau e of mechanlcal and
- equipment failures. 2 becd.use of pcrsonnel fallures, 1 because of. flak damege, and
i 29 whlch are m:l.us:.ng. : : e : i : ;

w-’El\ICOUNTERS E/a opposrclon was ex’cremely strong. Up to 300 e/a were repor’ced
~ encountered, with attacks beginning at Antwerp and continul ng in intermittent :
- waves to Schwel. xfurt and back to. the French coast, - . Attacks came from all ,dlre:ction
. with those from nose and tail - high and level - predonunatmgo At times as many .
as 20 - 25, e/a would attack in line astern, with many other attacks being nade by
o group., O.L 2 bo liany attacks came from above ‘and out of the sun, ith. C/a d:LVlng
s on’ h:s.gh squadrons and continuing through format:.on to strlke the low squa.dron. g
' Twin-engined e/a werc reported as staying farther away from formations and &
. generally showing poor tactics. ' liost of the o/a seen were Fi/-190s, lkie-109s, IIe-llO
. and JU-885, with a few reports of 1\.e-2105, DO-217s, HE-113s ‘and Fy -189s, - Some
single-engined ¢/a were repoztr“d resembling P—Lﬂs, belng painted green with wh:Ltc
- cowllngs a.nd ta.::.lso :

e 'CASUALTIT'S. Pg,r..,onna,l -3 k:Ll.Led 3 seriously woundod 9 slightly .Jounded and 352
 are missing, 2 crews werc mcl'ed up by Air Sea Rescue Services,

Egulpmcnt - 36 B-17s - 1 by flak, 26 by e/a and 9 by reasons unknown.

Estimated Battle anage - 73 category nA", -9 category "AC“ and :

3 co.tegory : ”E"

- ANTT~ATRCRAFT FIPE: At An twc,rp_ me‘,gre to modoratc fire of the pred.lcted

. concentration typc was reported as fairly accuratc, oderate to intense fire ‘of a
“ barrage type, lergely inaccurate, was met at Schweinfurt. Intense fairly accurate
fire came from Darnst‘.dt, with moderate fairly accurate fla.k being encountered at
Bingen, Hasselt ond Maastricht, At Diest flak was meagre and fairly y accurate and
at Bonn moderate and :Lno.ccurutco uIeagrc, 1naccura te flak Vias rcportod at Koln,
Fro.nkf‘urt anci m&chen. s pin e 3

. ROUTE: Clqcton (102nd OoTles) and orfordness (lOlst and 103rd c,w,), to 51°35'N ~
' 03%40'E, to Eupen; to 49%U5'N - 08%20'E, ' to 50001;.'1\1 - 09%1*E, to Schwelnfurt sto.
Eupen, t0 51020“T - 03020'E to Fellxs‘cowe. X _ _

‘IEATILI.'R Nileto: 3/10 cumilus md Lu/lO - 6/10 altocunulus unc,ounterpd on. rou‘ce out
.over over North Seo decreased to nil. over the continent where 6/10 - 9/10 ha.gh cirrus :
_ was reporteds  Over the target there was 5/10 - 6/10 cirrostratus above the bombers
~with traces of cumulus and stratocumulus at: 34,000, £t Visibility wes 1.5 30 m.les,

- olthough some of the groups were bothered. by smoke ocreens. On return route
-_cond:Lt:Lons Werc Slmll“r to tho e on route out.; R SR : Gt

i’,{f'FTGHl“JR SUP"ORT AND DIV’ERSIONS. 18 squadrons of*- VIII Flgh‘tcx Comn_nd .2:-1{-7.:; a.nd 16
© sgradrons of RAF Spitfires provided penetrotion: bU’DpOI‘t for 1st-and 4th Wing ;
- formations andm:.thdra*zal support for 1lst Wing: bomberso The: cscor‘olng P—-Lﬂs
dessroyed 20 e/a, and the Spitfires dcstroyed 13. In. con,)unctlon with these

- operations VIII Adr Support Cormand. B=26s g.ttacked BryaJ/Sud and Poix. A:er:«.elds,

i RJ Mitchels bombed Calais marsho.lllng Yards, and RAF Typhoon bombers ra:.dcd ’

12
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‘the airficlds ‘at Poix, Lille/Vcndeviller;;f.and'.-l’;foeng_drocht. .Thesc attacks were .
Supported by RAF, fighters which destroyedz_pna:o/a. “-From all these operations
< 3.:?747_5,'.3.Spitfirqs and 'lsTyphoon«o.re'.missing.' WALy S0 T S e S

§iy%

. OBSERV.TIONS: - Smoke sCreens were obscrved at Antwerp, Bonn; Koln, Mannhein and
~ five milcs southwest of the toarget,: Approximately. 4O single~engined 070. were’ ..,
reported-on’oirfiecld at schueinfurte  On 4 occasions flashos from the ground and
.. Smoke puffs about 5,000 Pock. high appeared on course about 20 ‘miles ahead of the
~ formation, ~Heavy barge traffic was noted in‘the Rhine between Bonn and Koblenz.
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- paRr TI - REGENSRURG

————————

S ANt .'.Task:I"orce-oomposud of threc Combat Vings of the 4th Air Division e
f_was’,dispatchcd.‘to attack the liesserschmitt FAL G i Plant at ‘Regensburg, The aircraft
i . g h' excellent results‘,‘-'--proceeded,'to.ba.,ses:in'North Africa, The
| formations encountered strong opposition from.e/a,  Fighter. escort was provided .
5 2 are missing, Claims are = 1

3

e Und b ol 7 Number of  A/Q st ariang: Persog_ag_c}__‘ggsualties:.fl:,
4LTH WING:. (Dispatohed.; Attacked PFailed: Lost) QOlaims (Killed Vounded Missing)
e Ay D e
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aEbia e N A T R A R ARSI R R B ikt
. #Failed to Boub - 4 - Mcchanical-and}Equipm.ent'Il?ailures. e T R
e a5 = Other than mechani'c_al’_f-andge.guipm_ent?'failurés (includes

O R e - Weather, recall, enemy action, etc,)’ : '
j:-.,.-x.-l,:'.-a/ic_-ffqoxpl?gd;ia‘-_targ;et '=off‘opportuniﬁy."i@- T LS

G
N

- BOMBING RESULTS: 126 B-17s. dropped 971 x 500 G.P. fused inst. nose and 1/100. sec,’
! O British incendiaries from 17,000~ 20,000 fto. at 1148 - 12075
tant fighter assenbly, factory of. Messerschmitt A.G. whiigh G
€ Percentage of ~the total output of 1el09s for the G.A,,_F.‘.g-f'_’-,f {7360

: cover taken:at 1530 hours. on: 17_5Augufst.tfshowe,_ that ‘the borbing was . - ;
/. -acourate and results are exccllents  Except for, a'‘concentration of bu'rst_s"_cljosé Lo
_the northeast  corney: of “ the Messers’schmitt.._E'Ibrks;,lpractically"all- of the bonlbs'fel:l' o
" '_L,_:'fact'or:,r._.- boundaries or on,_th'e"airfipld. ' "Heavy -damage wos. SRR
; i were offected in some dogree, e
; , , Liand. four other large viorkshops’
Fe 1y destroyed. 4 hangar Probably. used for engine installation was.more
. than half destroyea, ©Amain store and workshop' was three-fourths destroyed and wag
maistill ‘burning at the time the P.R. U, cover was taken, Office buildings,, shops, :
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sheds, canteens and miscellancous buildings were danaged, . Photographs shov 3

B7¢ R

£ighters close to the factory, and it.is \probable that these vere damaged although
smoke ‘over the area ‘prevented ‘any’ definite asgessmento . - AL

RAMASONS FOR FATLURE 0 BOIB: . 19, a/c £ailed o boub =7 because of  mechanical
and equipnent failures. and 12 were lost ‘before ‘reaching the' targete 2 b

ENCOUNTERS:: Enemy - fighter opposition was extremely strong,. with .200 or more.e/a
reported naking attacks which started ‘just after crossing the Belgian ‘coast’and
ontinued ‘until formations had rea’chedvthe"Alpsé “Types of e/a reported include
o large percentage of WelO9s, F\'J719Osf;i'Me-llos,::lvie-ZlOs,' and JU-88s, with a few
He-113s, Fi~189s, F[-200s and D0-217s. ' As the formation penetrated deeper ‘into
Germany,  attacks by single engined ¢/a decreased wnile those by twin-’-ertxgined”e/a{ :
increascds - ALL knoun enemy tactics. were remployed, with attacks being, made from all
“directions and anglos. The essential pattern of attack was for groups of 5 = 11
e/a’ %o come in ‘simultaneously at 2 and 10 o'clock; with an attack at 6. otclock ®
being mode at the same time, Pilots. appeared experienced and extrenely daring,
reports of mony instances in-zvhich_.e/o.\-att'a,ckedfthe:. high squadron ond then dove
through the group formation. ‘There were several reports of 1 or 2 e/a staying:
\a,longs‘ide the formation as decoys while others. attacked from nose or tail, Frontal
attacks were ‘described as from slightly ‘above and slightly belows Stragglers wert
‘smothered by ¢/a, end there were ‘some/reports of parachutists being, attackeds
Individual attacks were chiefly out of the sun,® regardless of angle. ' For the most
part the attacks seened better planned ond executed than any ‘encountered on
'Previouf.._missions. - vy st s i el R R

SR
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. Some lie~l09s were reported firing heavy cannon from under each wing, with
bursts resembling flak. Several crews reported e/a firing rockets. & Other efa
sere reported pulling up sharply and dropping clusters of 20-30 black or browm
bjects vhich would sail tovward the formation and explode, ® - RS

GASUALTIES: | Persomncl - A killed,:7. seriously viounded, 2 slightly wounded and

1200 are missing. Two conplcte oretrs are in avitzerland vhere 2 B-17s landeds
: Egui]ament  - 2. B-.T7s are _missing - 19 fron e/a, and 5 from unknown

| Estimated Battle Darage = not availables . | i

ANTI~ATECRAFT FIKE: .a fire wos not a deterrant and for the ‘most part was sporadic
ond innccurate all along the route. . Two Groups reported Wi fire from Regensburg
- and one of the two stated it vas meagre and accurate during the -second, borbing. x
leagre accurate i fire was reported from Woensdrecht; Wiesbaden, Rosenhein and’
‘Brenner Pass. ' Meagre inaccurate il fire was _encountercd at numerous places along:
the routes ... BB U SRt T Y D g L e Al i

ROUTE: Bascs to Lowestoft to 5103 0302 B to. Eupen to 49°45'N ~:08%201E. 0
LGPI5!N ~11005! % to 4992 !N =" 11°20' T to target; to LB250!N = 12°10'E tof L7952
12%13 8 to 45°53'W ~ 11 03'E:to .Italion:coask: (L4213 - 09230'E) to 42230'N -
. 08°00'T. to 41900 = 07°20'E to 36355!N - 07 45! E o Telergmpe i b o il

VT, THER: ' Route Qut = 9-to 10/10; stratocurulus ‘over England breeking from English
‘coast, beooming:5. to 7/10 ‘ot 1500 ‘o 2000 feet. over. Channel” and becoriing isoloted
patches over continental' coast, becoming nil-amounts of low cloud just inlanda . N
1oy cloud remainder of distance to torgets +’Patches of isolated medium ot 10000£E
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'.V,over England decreﬂ smg to n:.l over Cho.nnel cxcept smell pat
- 10000fte in mid-chamncl. Visibility jncreased to 10+ miles on Eng

_over 20 niles over continents. Torgebs Regensburg = 1145 ho (
joan Bases Clear. to Alps w:Lth cu

cloud,  Visibility 25 miles. Torgebt to Afri

: develop:.ng over .Alps to 3 to l;; 0 with little vertical devcloxmu,nt. : Becox:n.ng olea

- of low cloud over Ttoly and then 2 %o 3/10 cunulug over lediterraneon, base 2000
- ft, tops 17000 £, continuing ' to vieinity of bases. Visibility 10+ miles decreasi’ng

i uboRh o 7 miles over, ifediterraneon in hoze and 1oco.'lly 1 4o 2 miles over ;Ai’r;_cq

0 dv o in plowing duste Pases in Africa: - - 1800 hours - 3.t0 4/10 swelling curmilusj ba

b 2000 £, tops 7000 ft. Vls:LbJ.l:Lty 10+ ruﬁ.os oxcept locally 1 to'2 miles in
A so.nd. - Y R T

-'FIGHTER SUPPORL‘ 4D DIV;IRSION see Part T

B BSERV,.TIONS° Smoko pots *:wrc repor’ccd ot lvh.nnhu,m, Nurnburg,,
L "' Regensburg, an and Vurzburgs. ‘Bolloon barruges wore observed ot hL:.nnhe
S and to the right of course ab Bre'rmer Paps 50-75 twineengined enc
; were o'bserved on & largo alrficld appromuatuly 5 miles sou’chcast
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HADQUARTERS
NI¥ETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
Office of the Operations Offiger

APO 834
17 August 194%

Bombing Report on Regenshurg, Germany, 17 August 1943,

Commanding Officer, 95th Borbardment Group (H), APO 634,

1. Complete narrative of the mission of 17 August 1943,

l¢ The A.B.C, 6omputorlin conjmotion with the Cl pilot, were
used a3 two aids to bombing. , Theppre~set information, that was
given to ths lead bombardier, checked with the aotual data,

2o Lveasive action waz oﬁplbyod et the Initial Point.

3¢ The bomb bay doors were oponad just after turning from the
Initial Point,

4, The bombing run was excellent., The target could easily be
seen, due to perfeot weather conditions that existed.

8. The effect of enemy rcaiatono§ on the bombing run was intense.
Fighters surrounded the group at that time.

6./ The weather oconditions at the target arsa was excellant. Due
to the good visibility, that the target occuld be cagily seen.

Te The enemy employed unussl tactics on the bombing run, by
having 10 to 16 fighters comg¢ in on tie nose of the lead ship for
numerous times in succession,

8s Visual results of the bombing were reported as excellent.

9, There are no suggoestions as to tactical changes in bombing
teohnique on any particnlar turget or om all targets.

FRANK T, IMAND
lat Lt,, Alr Corps,
Group Bombing Offieer.
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HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) | :
0ffice of the Communications Offlcer ! 1 (Jdel)
AP0 6%
August 24 1943

SUBJEOY: Operational Communications for 17 Auguat, 1943 ; 1.i
70 1 Comsanding Officer, H5th Bonhmzmnt Group Station 119 ;

1. Of the seventeen (17) orews uhich went on the mission, olov;\\ill)
erews were available for interrogstion by the Communications Officer. .

2, Mechanical and electrical failures were as follcwas
(a) 334F, interphone system out, repaired at advauce balo;[

(b) 412U, interphone system out st altitude, repaired at tdv:ﬁpc
baso;

3. The following sircrsft used nnvigntional alds successfully:
(a) 334F used aplashers Nos. 6,7;

4. Operators reported sdvance ground station quiet, target spparently
beyond renge of Aiy Division ground station.

RICHARD F., KNOX
lst Lieut., 4.C,
Communientions

o e 1
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

Sortie No, 28) 17 August 1943
Mission No. 24)

TARGET: Messerschmidt A. G. plant at Regensburg, Germany.

Lo 22 A/b took off beginning at 0715 on the seventeenth of August to
attack the Me 109 assembly plant at Regensburg, Germany. TWhile 17 4/C were
over enemy coast, 15 A/C attacked the target, 5 ships returned early, 2 were
shot down before the target and one after the target. Flak on this mission
Wwas meager. E/A tactics were aggressive to the poiunt of being characterized
as vicious. Crews report bombing of this target Excellent. Briefed course
was followed. E/A claims 25-7-8. :

VIII BC Narrative: Primary effort dirccted at the Messerschmi tt A.G. plant
at Regensburg, Germany. 146 B-17's were dispatched. 127 A/C attacked,
target, with the loss of 24 A/C, 19 &/C aborting. Results reported
Excellent. '

230 A/C dispestched to Schweinfurt, 188 attacked, 42 aborted and 36 are
missing. E/A claims 143-18-53.
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NIBSTY FIFTH BOMBARDM®'T GROUP (n)
OFFIOR OF THY ARMAMINT OFFICTR
APO 634

17 August 1943

SUBJFCT: Mission Expenditure Report for 17 August 1943

TO : Commanding General, Fourth Bombardment Wing

l. Following is the expenditure report for 17 August 1943

a, Station AAF 118

De cunitT 96th Bombardment wing

ce Type of Amnunition Cal., AP., I&T

de Gun location and No. of guns .

22 Lower Turret Guns. 9100
22 Upper Turret Guns 7350
11 Left Walst Guns 6650
11 Right Waist Ouns 5425
11 Radio GCuns - 4378
11 Left Yose Guns 3075
11 Right Nose Guns - 2875
11 Center lNose Guns 5425
22 Tall Cuns 9450

e, Total mumbsr of guns 132

£, Iotal number of rounds fired 15,325

g« Four ships reported missing and two ships did not return
4o this base. Those six ships wero cach loaded with 7500
rounds of AP., 1&P ammunition end 16 British Incendiary
bombs.

he Total numbser of roumds expended 100,320

1. 'Total bopbs sxpended £72-260 1lb. British Incendiaries,.

For the Commanding Officer:

1.7ONARD F, DAWSON
1st Lte. Air Corps,
Armamont Officsr,
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HEADOUARTERS
NINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Offiger

APO 834
24 August 1943

SUBJECT: Navigation Report on Operationl of 17 Auéust 1943,

TO 1 Commanding Officer, 965th Bombardment Group (H), A0 634,

1. The Winety Fifth Bombardment Group (H) was the lead group of the
Four Hundred Second Combat Wing, which followed in ¢lose support to tho Four
Hundred First and Four Hundred Third Coubat Wings.

2, The navigation by the leador was excellent; aas ocourses were foll-
owad as briefed, in splte of fierce resistance,

S The enolosed {light plen is that of the planes which landed at

Telerpuen, Others of the Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H) landed at other
rdvanoe basea,

4., Your "Gee" boxes were in operution, and all navigators reported

that operation oessed &t the enemy coast, Lecsuse of intense Jaumming and
fﬂdin&.

BLLIZ B. SCRIPTURE
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Croup Navigetion Officer,
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HEADQUARTERS ' ’
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Operations Officer

APO 634,
28 Auguat, 1948,

SUBJECT: 8-3 Narrative of Mission 17 August, 1943,
T0 ¢+ Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H).

l. The Ninety Fifth Yombardment Group (H) was alerted at 1820, 16
August, 1943 for an operational mission with a bomb loading of 16 x 250 poind
insendaries, 1/10 second nose and 1/100 second teil fuse. :

2. Field Order number 40 was received at 0006, 17th August, 1943. Twentye
one aircraft were ocalled for. Twenty-three crews were set up, twp to turn
back a$ the point of leaving the English Coast. The 95th Group was set up
to lead the 402nd Combat Wing in close support to the 40lst Combat Wing.
There were six abortive airplanes, Fourteen airoraft bombed the target, Four
are missing and two orashed landed in Africa,

3. Beveral of our airoraft were damaged by flak and enemy aircraft,

CHARLES M. FORNEY,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Asst Operations Officer.
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i WEATHER STWION wEW 2L
; AAF STATION 119 3
| ' 28 August, 1943

SUBJECT: Meteorologieal Interrogation Summary for Mission of 17 Auguss, 1945,
Regensburg, Germany to Advanced Basea,

TO: Comnanding Officer, Headquarters, 95th Bomb Gp (H), APO 634,

1. Hase at Take-0ff: Timo was 0715 GOT. ©-10/10 stratocumilus at 1000 foet.
Visibility Se4 miles. :

2., Route to Target: Stratocumilus overcast breaking end olearing at the
English Coast. Cleer from inglish Coast to target, Visibility unlimited,

Sa Tar.gﬂ Arear Time was 1154 GOT. Clsar with unlimited visibility.

4 Tarmt %o idvenced Basea:- Clear with soattered sumulus in vicinl.ty of
mountains, then clear to African Coast when 4-6/10 heavy swelling cumilus with
scattered thunderstorms were encountered., Visibility unlimited becoming J.o-,ao
miles over Mediterrensen and 10 miles over Africa.

Bs 4dvancod Bases: Time was 1785 GCT, 468/10 heavy swelling cumilus
and ocumilonimbus with scattered thunderstorms, Visibility 10 miloa,

6. Remurks: Yorecast and weather very good.

WALTIR S. MILLS, Jr.,
2nd Lt., 4y Corps,
Starf weather Officer



