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HBADQUARTERS
WINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (m)
Office of the Group Commander

APO 834
28 July 1943

SUBJECT: letter of Transmittal,

T0 :+ ommanding General, Fourth Bombardment Wing, AP0 634,

l. ‘ansmitted herewith analysis of Operational Mission 28 July 1943,

JOHN K. GERHART
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding,
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HEADQUARTE RS
~ NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (R)
Office of the Engineering Officer

APO - 634,
28 July 1948,

Base Engineering Beport on Combat Mission of July 28,:1943.'

COMMANDING GENERAL, Fourth Bombardment Wing, APO 634,
COMMANDING OFFICER, 96th Bombardment Group (H). :

The following information is submitted concerning combat mission

of the 96th Bombardment Group (H) on July 28, 1943,

2.

-8

& Twenty (20) B-17F airplanes tookeoff, one (1) returned to base
" before completing mission,

b. Pifteen (15) returned to base after completing mission,

S« Four (4) failed to return to base.

There was one (1) abortive airplane.

2. 42-30178 - Prop governor drive shaft sheared on #2 engine.

Battle damage is as follows:
8, 42-2994%3 - Right horizontal stabilizer and elevator damaged by
waist gunner. 20 mm damage to ##1 supercharger,

b, 4230135 « Pilot's windshield oracked. Slight sheet metal
~  damage, e
Cs 42430219 - Crash landed at Franlingham,
d. 4243282 - Missing in Aotion,
®s 42-30045 - 31light sheet metal damage,
f. 42-30178 - Hole leading edge #2 nacelle. Hole in top turret,
e 42-30178 = Left Horizontal stabilizer demaged,
o 42-30272 - 20 ma through waist seotion, 20 mam through dorsel fin,
T, 42.3263 - Left horizental stabilizer damaged by left waist

gunner, 20 mm trailing edge right wing penetrating Tokyo Tank,
42-30161 -« Rudder demaged by radio gunner,

42-5882 = Misaing in Aotion.

42-30160 - Missing in Action,

43-30377 - Two 20 maz holes in fuselage. MNose shot out,
42-30288 = Minor sheet metal denage,

b

I

CLARENCE D. FIELDS,
Major, Air Corps,
Base Engr. Officer.
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ENEMY FIGHTER OPPOSITION WAS INTENSE AND VERY AGGRESSIVE - THE

PIRST DEING ENCOUNTERED AT A POINT HALFWAY IN ON THE DIVERS[ON, AT
APPROXIMATELY @3 53 DEGS 25 MIN N 07 DEGS A7 MIN E,

APPROXINATELY ONE HUNDRED E/A ATTACKING — BEWHIRTY TO THIRTY=F [VE
FU100S THIRTY TO THIRTY FIVE ME109S, TEN TO FIFTEEN ME110S TEN TO
FIFTEEN JUEES ENEMY TACTICS EMPLOYED VARIED WITH THE NAIN
OFFENSIVE WEAPON OF THE ENLMY EEING THE CLOUL COVER LOTY ALOVE AND
BELOU THE FORMATION. E/A ATTACKED IN GROUPS OF FOUR TO SEVEN, MORE
ATTACKS WERLE NOTED FROM FIVE TO SEVEN 0/CLOCK FRON BLL.OW
ATTACKING THE LEAD COMEAT WING, COMING UP THRU THE LOVEEEYRGROUP
AND ATTACKING THE LEAD GROUP, THE MAJORITY OF ATTACKS
STILL CAME IN FROM ELEVEN TO ONE O/CLOCK HEAD ON [N 'V FORMAT 10N
- ALSO TRAILING AND ABREAST |l GROUPS OF FOUR TO SEvVih, THE
OUTSTANLING NATURE, WAS THE SHORT DIVE THE E/A WOULD TAKE JUST BEFORE
SETTING IN RANGE OF THE NOSE GUNS. PULLING UP AND ATTACK ING THE
UNDER PART OF THE PLANE. THIS TYPE OF TACTIC WAS ALSO EFFECTIVE IN
“UITING THE NUMDER OF SHOTS THE BALL TURRET WAS AGLLE TO BR ING
TO BEAR ON THE E/A.

THERE ARE MANY REPORTS OF E/A MAKING FEINTS, DRIVING IN FROM ABOVLE TO
WITHIN RANGE OF OUR GUNFIRE AND DIVING AWAY, THIS TYPE OF TACTIC WAS
RLPORTED TO HAVE BEEN DUPLICATED MANY TIMES IN SPITE OF THE NOT TOO
HEAVY GUNFIRE BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR., THE E+A WOULD THEN PULL AWAY
ATTACKILG A/C AHEAD OR BEHIND, MAKING IT QUITE EVIDENT THAT
LXCESSIVE AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE IS EXPECTED FROM THIS TYDE O TacTIC,
THO CREWS REPORTED SMALL PARACHUTES BE NG DROPPED CONVEY ING LOMBS
WHICH EXPLODED WITHIN THE FORMAT ION, THERE ALSO WERE REPORTS OF BOKES
ABOUT TIL SIZE OF A ONE HUNDRED LB PRACT ICE DBOMB BEING SEEN FALL [ NG
THROUGH THE FORMATION, THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS FROM BEPORTS RECE|VE
THAT E/A BIGHT HAVE BEEN EMPLOYING DIVE LOMEING TACTICS |N ATT ACK I N5
OUR FOREATION. THERE ARE HANY REPORTS OF ME110S, 7 JUEES FU160S BE NG
ARMED WITH LARGL CALIDRE CANNONS, AT LEAST 37MM. THESE L/A WERE
RLPORTLD TO STAND OFF AT 1500 AND 2500 YARDS SINGLY AND ALSO IN GROUPS
UP TO FIVE, LINED UP ABREAST. THE E/A WOULD RAISE THEIR NOSE AND LOD
ERKEESRARY THEIR SHELLS INTO THE FORMAT ION, THLY DID NOT SEEM CAPABLL
OF CONTINUOUS FIRE AND BROKE OFF AFTER ONE OR TWO SHOTS., THE SHELLS Wi
FUSED TO BURST IN THE FORMATION AND CREATEDR WHITE BURSTS THAT CO VERED
AN AREA OF TWO TO THREL AIRCRAFT, THESE GUNS WERE MOUNTED UNDER THE WG
AHD ONE REPORT DESCRIBES AN ME110 HAVING A TOP TURRET WITH THIS TYPE
OF GUN FIRING TO THE REAR. FW1S0 HAD ONE MOUNTED DIRECTLY UNDER
FUSELAGE,

THE LOSS OF THREE OF OUR AIRCRAFT OF 06 &S GROUP 1S ATTRIBUTED TO
EITHER AIR TO T AIR BOMBING OR HEAVY CALIBRE GUNS, WITH REPORTS OF LOT
BEING REPORTED AS A POSSILLE REASON OF AIRCRAFT 5 257 EXPLODING AFTER
RECEIVING A DIRECT HIT IN THE BCMB BAY. 257 THEN GRASHED [NTO
ANOTHER AIRCRAFT AND BOTH CRASHED INTO A THIRED,

Eiens
AA FIRE WAS GENERALLY MEAGKE ON ROUTE IN AND OUT AND NONE WAS
REPORTED AT TARGET. SOME GROUPS GOT OFF COURSE AND ENCOUNTERED
MODLERATE FIRE OF UNSEEN BARRAGE TYPE FROM HEL IGOLAND THAT CAUSED
DAMAGE TO A/C SOME AA FIRE WAS BELEIVED TO HAVE DQEN @NCOUN[ER@D"JN
VICINITY TC SYLT. SOME GROUPS REPCORT ACCURATE MOLERATE GQUN FIRE FRON
SCHIPOLXEXE A/D. IN ADDITION TO PREVIOUS HLNTIONLD PLAC?S. i
BEm 11ACCURATL GUN FIRE WAS ENCOUNTERED FHOH NAQDLLUHG ﬂhLHSTAQTK h[NE
OCENABRUCK, . SOESTERDURG, UTKECHT AND ROTTERDAN. FPul«X%X SUN FIRE FRCOM
FRISTAN ISLANDS VARIED FROM ACCURATE TO NIL.,

7 45 A/C VERE LOST APPRCXIMATELY AS FOLLOWS: : :
1 52ﬁ7hézsltchmab AT APPROXINATELY 52 DEGS 15 MIN N. 03 DEG OCHIN E.
1 B-17 UAS SEEN DITCHED %% AT APPROXIMATELY 52 DEGS 10 MIN N, 3 DEG

10 E, SPEED BOATS OF AN UNANOUN NATIONALITY WERE SEEN NEARBY

1 b-17 WAS SELN DITCHED AT APPROXIMATELY 52 DEGS 00 KIN N. 3 DEGS 31

hiﬂ éés UAS RECEIVED FROM 54 DEGS 42 MIN N. AND 2 DLG 55 HIN E. LATER

A/C REPORTED SEEING TWO DINGHYS AT THAT POSITION:  ~~ 5
1 B-17 SEEN TO BE HEADED LOWNA@MIOUT OF CONTROL AT 54 LEG 30 NINS N.
7 DEGS 00 HIN L. THOUGHT TO BE A/C 351 WHICH HIT THE WATER

AT 54 DEGS 28 KINS N, & DEGS 21 WINS E. THREE CHUTES WERE SEEN
AND”OBSERVING A/C DROFPED ONE DINGHY TO THER.

L 2 8 A
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FOUR SHIPS POSSIELE MEheiimwr ymooonos  were SEEN HEADING '
HORTHEAST, AT APPRCOX 54 DEGS. 00 MINS N, 0C DEGS 25 'MINS E. AT h
0938 HOURS. S ¢

AT 0S4% HOURS A CONVOY APPEARED TO BE FORKING OFF .BORKUM ISLAND
HEADING 23C DEGS. '
SUV 1 CREW REPORTED SEEING ENEMY FIGHTERS FIRING TlPAHACEUTES.
AN ENENMY AIRCRAFT_WA OBSERVED STRAFING A DB-— 17 WHILE IT WAS GOING
DOVIN AND MK WHEN 1T HIT THE WATER.

ONE DINGHY SEEN ON WATER 53 DEGS 25 MINS N. 1 bDEG 50 MIN LK,

AN B AIRFIELD WITH GRASS RUNWYS BELIVED TC DE A FIGHTEK LCASE
WAS OBSERVED 10 MILES EAST OF SOESTERBURG,

AT RHEINE 52 DEGS 17 MIN N, 7 DEG 2G MIN E, NEW CAMOUFLAGE
EFEXERXARXNERESY) WAS OBSERVED OVER A POSS IDLE EEMES%XN LOCk AT

THE BEND OF THE RIVER.

A LARGE NUNELER (APPROX. 34) CANMCUFLAGE LUILDINGS WiRb
ESHEEN S IGHTED IN A WOOD AT 52 DEGS 10 MIN € DEG 48 MIN E. WITH A
RAILROAD SPUR LEADING UP TO THEN.

ONE FW 160 REPCRTED TO HAVE LEXPLODED MPBsRseX WiknN HIT LY
FLAK. THERE WERE REPORTS OF A STRANGE L-17 FLYING WITH OUR FORMAT IONS
THE 385 BG REPORT 1 D-17 DIRTY BROUWUN [N COLOR WITH WINLOWS
CLOSED FLEW IN TAIL PC3ITION WITH THEN TO APPROXIMATELY 53 DEGS
35 MINUTES t. 3 DEG 3G MIN E, AT 1044 HOURS IT MADE A 180 DkG TURN
AND HEADED DBACK FOR GERBANY.

THE €6 GROUP REPORTS B~17 WITH NG IDENTIFYING MARKINGS A
LEAVING THE FORMATION 10 MINUTES FROM ENGLISH COAST. IT MADE A 180 H
DEG TURN AND HEADED DBACK FOR GERMANY. MANY COMPLA INTS WERE MADE 7
DY PILOTS OF THIS SHIP FLYING IN FORMAT ION AND WEAVING IN AND OUT AND

KX FORCING SHIPS OUT. B

(oo

P

PREL IMINARY PHOTO INTthRLTAT[ON SHOWS BURSTS TO BE WELL gk
CONCENTRATED ON THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE TARGLT AREA. INCENDIARY BOMES A
APPEAR TO HAVE FALLEN IN OPEN COUNTRY ONE TG TWO MILES SHORT o

OF TARGET.
S-8

 THE FOLLOWSG CREWS COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS WERE RECEIVED: i
1. THERE SHOULD BE MORE ACCURATE WEATHER JINFORMAT ION, At
5. STRESS SHOULD BE PUT UPON THE USE OF ARMOR PIERCING BULLETS : g
AS AGAINST INCENDIARIES, WHEN GUN EARRELS ARE EXTREMELY HOT . E
THE INCINDIARIES EYPLODE AT THE MUZZLE. S &
3, MOVE RIGHT NOSE GUN BACK TO A POSITION CPPOSITE LEFT NOSL GUN., -
4. ELINMINATE FEINTS.
5. RELIEF¥BMTUSE FOR LALL TURRET.
€, SHORTER FELD DELT ON WAIST GUNS.
5-0 TO FOLLOW.

HOLD FOR CHECK

CC PARA UNDER S—4 CHANGE TO READ S-5 NOT YET AVAILABLE RPT
$-5 NOT YET AVAILABLE

TOD - 0324 DORIS FARRINGTON VA+
LBV

HRM R FOR L/C

THE & 300330LB FAW VA




1 '*—17 WAS 1 ]T(a "L.L fsT APPRO}?EPRODUCEDAT‘IHENATIONI\LARCMIVCS HIN N, C3 DEG OOMIN E,
1 B-17 WAS SEEN DITCHED $88y ArRPTRUXIMATELY 52 DEGS 10 MIN N, 3 DEG
1” E. SPEED BOATS OF AN UNBMOWN NATICNALITY WERE SEEN NEARBY
T ” 27 WAS SEEN DITCHED AT APPROXINMATELY 52 DEGS OC‘ BN N, 3 DEGS 31
NS S
AN S0S WAS RECLIVED FROM 54 DEGS 42 MIN N. AND 2 DLG 55 - HIN E. LATER
\/(, REPORTLD SEEING TWCG DINGHYS AT THAT POSITION,
1 BE-17 SEEN TO BE HEADED DOWNREMIROUT OF CUNTROL AT 4 DEG 30 MINS N,
7 DEGS 00 HIN L. THOUGHT TO LE A/C 351 WHICH HIT THE WATER
AT 54 DEGS 28 MINS N, 9% DEGS 21 MINS E. THilEE CHUTES WERE SEEN
AND OBSERVING A/C IHO?.",._ 5 ONE DINGHY TO THEN,
1 b- 17 THOUSHT TCO BE A/C NO 141 WAS SEEN DITCHED AT APPROXIMATELY
b4 DEGS 00 HINS H., 7 DEGS 9% MINS LK, FCUR CHUTES SEEN IN THE UWATER.
THIS /\/(‘ WAS THOUGHT TO BE SEEN EARLILEK WITH NO. 1. ENGINE AFIRLE
AND RUDDER SHOT UP,
1 B-17 WAS SEEN GOING LCOWN AT 52 DEGS 14 MINS N, § DEGS 35 MINS E

AFTER A FLAK HIT AND WHILE UNDER FIGHTER ATTACK, SHIP BURST INTO GEERE
0¥ FLAMES, NOSED CVER AND WENT INTO A SPIN. ONE CHUTE SLEN,

A G-17S WERE SEEN GOING LOWN IN SIGHT OF THE TARGET. APPROXIMATELY
32 % CHUTES SEEN,

1 B-17 REPORTED BLOWING UP NEAR LATHEN, ONE CHUTE SEEN,

3 B~17S SEEN TO CLLIDE AT APPROXIMATELY 54 DEGS 30 MINS N,
7 DEGS 50 MINS E. SEE $S~1 FOR DETAILS

S~

ONE A/C NO 21¢ OF THE 95TH BOMB GROUP CRASH LANDED AT
FRAML INGHAM THE CONTRCLS HAD BEEN SHOT AWAY AND THREE CREW MEMBERS
CONE WOUNDED)> HAD BY BALED OUT OVER TARGET AREA. THE A/C LANDED,
WHEELS UP, WITHOUT INJURY TO THE REMAINING CREW MEMBERS BUT WITH
LIKELY TOTAL LOSS OF A/C

ONE A/C NO 204 OF THE 385TH LBOME GROUP LANDED NEAR HONINGTON.

S—-4 NOT YET AVAILABLE, ke | Easie ) Ly

S~ THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATJONS WERE RPORTED: ;
- AN A/€ OF THE 94 BOMB GROUP OBSERVLD FIVE SUBS HEADING WEST .f.
AT 0644 HOURS AT APPROXIMATELY HBRERX 55 DEGS 00 MINS N, C3 DEGS

10 MINS E,

N Ag: OF THE 3€8TH BOMB GROUP REPORTED SEEING FOUR 3UBS CRASH .
DIVE NEAR THE FRISIAN [SLANDS,

A/C OF THE G€TH BME GROUP. CBSERVED ONE LARGE SHIP LJTHER A CARE
OR DBATTLESHIP AT APP%OX 511 DEGS 20 MINS N, R 06 DEGS 50 MINS E,
ON A HEADING OF 120 DE

A LARGE COMVOY OF FROM THIRTY TO FORTY SHIPS OF LARGE
TONNAGE WERE OBSERVED LYING JUST OFF AMSTERDAM.,

FOUR SHIPS POSSIBLE MERCHANT VESSELS. WERE SEEN HEADING 4
NORTHEAST, AT APPROX 54 DEGS 00 MINS N. 06 DEGS 25 MINS E, AT ;

0938 HOURS. l
AT 0S45 HOURS A CONVOY APPEARED TO BE FORNING OFF BORKUM ISLAND

HEADING 23C DEGS. - .

SUV 1 CREW REPORTED SEEING ENEMY FIGHTERS FIRING AT PARACHUTES,

AN ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS OBSERVED STRAFING A B-17 WHILE IT WAS GOING

DOWN AND MUK WHEN IT HIT THE WATLER.

ONE DINGHY SEEN ON WATER 53 DEGS 25 MINS N, 1 DEG 50 MIN E.

AN KB AIRFIELD WITH GRASS RUNWYS BELIVED TO BE A FIGHTEKR DBASE
WAS OBSERVED 10 MILES EAST OF SOESTERBURG,

AT RHEINE 52 DEGS 17 MIN N,. 7 DEG 2C MIN E, NEW CAMOUFLAGE
S HEDEEE S ;_._Im WAS OBSERVED OVER A POSS IBLE EEHESMXN bOCh AT
THL LFNP OF THE RIVER.

A LARGE NUNDIER CAPPROX. 34) CAMCUFLAGE BUILDINGS WERE
ERHEEDR SIGHTED IN A WOOD AT 52 DEGS 10 MIN €& DEG 48 MIN E, WITH A

RAILRCAD SPUR LEADING UP TO THE'.I“

ONE FW 160 REPCRTED TO HAVE EXPLODED MySisEXeX WHEN HIT LY
FLAIK, THERE WERE REPORTS OF A STRANGE L—=17 FLYING WITH OUR FORNMAT IONS
THE 385 BG REPORT 1 B-17 DIRTY BROWN IN COLOR WITH WINLOWS
CLOSLD FLEW IN TAIL PCSITION WITH THEN TO APPROXIMATELY 53 DEGS

35 MINUTES N. 3 DEG 30 MIN E. AT 1044 HOURS IT MADE A 180 DEC TURN
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BSE H N - SNT - TAF - LAF - KNE V THE OPS NR 6 27 ,20B PRIORITY
'CONFIDENTIAL  4BW  YMJE o

CONT INUAT JON OF INTELL. NARRATIVE REPORT

5=9 :

DﬁE TO HAZE AND CLOUDS AT ASSEMBLY GREAT DIFFICULTY WAS ENCOUNTERED
IN FORMING COMBAT WINGS. RESULT WAS THAT GROUPS ASSEMBLED AND BOMBED
TARGET AS INDICATED IN S-1 ABOVE. THE $6, 385 AND 95 GPS FOLLOWED
THE BRIEFED COURSE. THE OTHERS DID NOT.

20 A/C 94 GP TOOK OFF AT 0809 AND LANDED AT 1430 HOURS.

1¢ A/C WERE SORTIES. 3 A/C ARE MISSING.
A/C 166 WAS ABORTIVE TURNING EAK ONE MILE FROM FIELD BECAUSE
OF HIGH OIL TEMPERATURE.

22 A/C 95 GP., TOOK OFF AT 0802 AND LANDED AT 1515HRS. 18 A/C
WERE SRTIES XX SORTIES OF WHICH 4 A/C ARE MISSING.

A/C TIME TURNED BACK REASON
153 1000 5430 0540 LEAK BALL TURRET FLUID,
045 0215 15 MILES OFF ENGLISH COAST - COULD NOT GET INTO POSITION
IN FORMATION DUE TO HAZE
219 1030 HEL IGOLAND WA IST GUNNER HAD ATTACK OF BENDS.
37 1100 5410-0700 OXYGEN SUPPLY LOW - RW GUNNER HAD
ATTACK OF BENDS.
A/C 255 RETURNED EARLY FROM 5350-0730 AT 1115 HRS. IT WAS A SORT IE.
ENCOUNTERED ENEMY AND DROPPED BOMBS ON CONVOY., TEMPERATURE
OF NO. 1 ENGINE CAUSED TURN BACK. A/C 194 TURNED BACK AT 1123 BECAUSE
NO. 2 ENGINE WENT OUT. DROPPED BOMBS ON LANGEOOG ISLAND. IT IS A SORTE

18 A/C 96 GP TOOK OFF AT 0801 AND LANDED AT 1507.
13 A/C ARE SORTIES. 1 A/C IS MISSING RESULT OF E/A
THERE WERE S1X A/C THAT RETURNED EARLY FIVE OF WHICH WERE NOT
SORTIES - A/C 365 WAS THE SORTIE.

A/C TINME ALT. TURN BACK REASON
836 0836 8000 5212-0000 BROKEN OXYGEN LINE
394 1045 23000 5450-0740 PROP-GOVERNOR

369 0938 14000 5349-0330 BOTH TURRETS OUT.
268 0910 11000 XFXEKXBRYUNKNQWN POVWER LOW 140 MPH ToP SPEED
401 0920 12000 UNKNOWN LOST POSITION DUE TO PROP WASH.

365 1108 23000 5340-0726 SUPERCHARGERS OUT

20 A/C 100 GP. TOOK OFF AT 0802 AND LANDED AT 1347 HRS.
16 A/C WERE SORTIES. FOUR RETURNED EARLY AND WERE NOT SORTIES.

A/C TIME ALT. TURNED BACK.. REASON

063 0827 2000 AT BASE. ENGINE INST. FAILURE
878 0825 3000 10 MLE N. BASE RADIO AND GAS FAILURE
863 0925 7000 5325-0250 NQ9 3 ENGINE KILURE
0S0 1037 23000 5455-0820 NO 1. ENGINE FAILURE.

21 A/C 385 GROUP TOOK OFF AT 0755 AND LANDED AT 1439 £4HRS.
18 A/C ARE SORTIES OF WHICH THREE ARE MISSING - THREE RETURNED

EARLY AND ARE NOT SORTIES.

A/C ALT. TURNED . BACK REASON

502 8000 ENGL ISH COAST MISUNDERSTANDING OF ORDERS
290 8000 ENGL ISH COAST MISUNDERSTANDING OF ORDERS

316 700 OVER BASE PROP GOVERNOR LINE HEATING

21 A/C 388 GP TOOK OFF AT 0745 AND LANDED AT 1509 HRS.
17°A/C’ VERE SORTIES OF WHICH 5 ARE MISSING. 4 A/C
RETURNED EARLY AND ARE NOT SORT IES.

A/C TIME ALT. TURNED BACK., REASON

203 1030 22,000 5450N 06DGS30'E RUNWAY PROP NO, 3

205 0901 19,000 5305N 01DGS 40'E OIL PRESSURE HIGH

349 1056 22,000 55 DEGS OON 0€ DEGS 10'E ENGINE TROUBLE NO1
183~ 1015 22,000 5446N O6DEGS 30'E RUNWAY PROP NO. 1.

END
CC UNDER ©6 GP LINE 298 0910 11000 UNKNOEN XXX UNKNOWN

cC UNDER 100 GP LINE 863 0925 7000 5325-0250 NO 3 ENGINE FAILURE

TOD 1955/27 DM ; :
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

COBOMWG FOUR Y o b~

COBOMGR 95TH XXX XXXX

28=T=43 2100 S=2

S-1 ENEMY PIGHTER OPPOSITION CAN BEST BE DIVIDED INTO TWO PHASES: THE
FIRST, FROM A POINT ABOUT HALF WAY IN ON THE DIVERSION CONTINUING FOR
APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR; THE SECOND, FROM THE COAST TO A POINT JUST

PAST THE I. P. ELSEWHERE FIGHTER OPPOSITION WAS SLIGHT ON NIL.

DURING THE FIRST PHASE WHICH LASTED FROM APPROXIMATELY 0350 to 0950

OUR FORMATION WAS UNDER CONSTANT ATTACK FROM ABOUT 150 E/A IDENTIFIED
AS ME 109's, FW 190's, JU 88's ME 210's, AND ME 110's BUT PREDOMINATELY
THE SINGLE ENGINE TYPES. E/A WERE AIDED GREATLY BY CLOUDS WHICH MADE
CLOSE FORMATION FLYING DIFPICULT AND 30 AFFORDED ADVANTAGEOUS ATTACKING
OPPORTUNITIES TO E/A. DURING THIS PHASE ATTACKS WERE SO AGGRESIVE AND
CONSTANT THAT E/A CAME IN BY GROUPS OF FIVE TO TEN AND OUR G ROUP
CLAIMED N0 LESS THAN TWENTY-EIGHT E/A DESTROYED. DURING THE SECOND
PHASE, I% BHXCH OUR CLAIMS WERE 15 E/A DESTROYED, E/A WERE SLIHTLY LESS
IN VOLUME BUT EQUAL IN AGORESSIVENESS. THE SAME TYPES OF E/A WERE
AJAIN REPORTED. FROM THE TARGET OUT TC THE COAST FIGHTER OPiOSITION
WAS RELATIVELY UNIMPORTANT. MOST OF THR E/A ATTACKS WERE FROM 7 AND

6 O'CLOCK AND SLIGCHTLY BELOW. IT WAS REPORTED THAT WITHOUT CLOSE
FORMATIONS, IT WAS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR ONE OF OUR PLANES TO BRING
MUCH FIRE POWFR TO DEAR ON ATTACKING PLANTG. MANY SINGLE ENGINE E/A
WERE PAINTED TO RESEMBLE P-47's, REPORTS OF ATTACKS AT A POSITION OUT

OF FIRING POSITION OF BOTH THE TAIL AND UPPHER TURRET GUNS WERE FREQUENT,



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

NARRATIVE CONT. & -

THE ATTACKS COMING BET%ﬁEﬁ 7 AND 8 O'CLOCK. =
S-2 A A FIRE ON THF HISSION TO OSCHEERSLEKTN WA3 OF ‘HODERATE TO MEAGER
INTENSITY AND NOT VERY. ACCURATE. BNCAUSE THE 96TH GROUP DID NOT
FDOLOW THE BRIKFED COURSE BACK, ELEMENTS OF IT RAN INTC CONZIDERABLE
MORE GUNFIRL THAW WAS HXPECTED. OVER THE FOLLOWING PLACES PLANES FROM
THE 95TH RECEIVED MODERATELY INACCURATE FIRE: MAGDEBURG, HELMSTODT,
OSCHERSLEBEN, MINDEN, OSNABRUCK, SORESTERBURG, UTRECHT, ARUSTERDAM, AND
ROTTERDAM. THERE WAS DEVIATION OF 5 TO 10 MILES BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH
OF THE BRIEFED ROUTE ON THE WAY BACK. SEVERAL SHIPS REPORTED JU 881s
FIRING ROCKET SHiLLS WHICH CLOSHLY RESEMBLED A A FIRE,
S=3 THREE OF OUR AZC, #3288, 0150, 5882, ARE MISSING. THE LAST NAMED
15 REPORTED A3 ABORTING AT 0930 WHILW OVER TH NORTH STEA, IN TIE AREA
WITHIN WHICH OUR A/C WERE SUBJICTED Té INTENSE FIGHTTR A%TACK. THE
FIRST IS REPORTED BLOWING UP NEAR LATHEN, ONE PARACHUTE SLEEN.  ONE
CREW REPORTS THL SHECOND ATTEMPTING A LANDING IN THE AREA (1" THE
PRIMARY TARGET. THREE B-l7's,” TWO IN A COLLISION, WERR RBPORTED DOWN
AT 54040'N, 07°00'E, A B-17 WAS RUPORTED DITGHING AT 520151y, 03°001%,
ALSO, LIKELY THE SANE, AT 52°101N, 03°2018,
S-4 ONE A/C, #0219, CRASH LANDZD AT FRAMLINGHAM. THE CONTROLS HAD
BEEN SHOT AWAY AND THREE CREW MEMBERS3, CNE WOUNDED, BAILED QUT IN THE
TARGET AREA. THE A/C LANﬁED, WHEELS UP, WITHOUT iNJURY TO THT REMAINING
CREW MEMBERS BUT WITH LIKELY TOTAL LO33 TO THE A/C.
3«5 SLIGHT DAMAGEY-TO FOUR A/C, SEVERE DAWAGT TO FIVE.
8«6 AN AIRFIELD WITH GREEN (LIKELY GRASS) RUHﬁhYS, BELIEVED A FIGHTER
BASE, WAS REPORTED 10 MILES IIAST OF SOESTUERBERG. AT 52°17'N, 07926 1R,
RHEINE, NEW CAMOUFLAGE, POSSIDLY A Nuw DOCK, WAS REPORTED AT THE BEND
OF THE RIVER. A LARGE NUMBER (35) OF CAMOUBLAGED BUILDINGS WERE 8IGHTE

IN THE WOODS AT 52°10'N, 06°48'Es AARAILROAD 'SPUR' RUNS-TO" THE" BUILDINGS,
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MARRATIVE CONT. B erOBGED b1 RGNS
ONE CREW ONLY REPORTED ENEM: FIGHTERS FIRING AT. PARACHUTES.

S7 BOMBING RESULTS WHERE OBSERVED WERE POOR., NO ONE OF TUE FOUR OF
OUR A/C ATTACKING THE PRIMARY TARGET ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE HIT IT AL®
THOUGH THEY STATE IT WAS HIT BY SOME UNIT. A/C 0255 BELIEVES LT BOMBED
GREAT ALSLEBEN, 51°57' N, 11°15'E, A/C 0178 BOMBED A DUMMY AIRDROME
NEAR THE PRIMARY TARGET. A/6 0135 REPORTED IT HAD PROBABLY BOMBED

THE WRONG TARGFT. A/C 3163 BOMBED GRONINGEN AT 51°56'N, 11°121E
REPORTING ITS BOMB3 HITTING MEAR A RAILROAD SIDING AT LOWERXK EDGE OF
TOWN. A/C 0176 BELIEVES IT HIT GRFEAT ALSLEDEN. A/C 0288 REFORTS IT
BOMBED A SMALL VILLAGE NEAR BRUNSWICK A/C 3263 INEFFECTUALLY BOMBED

A SMALL VESSEL IN VICINITY OF POINT WHRRE TT TURNED BACK.

3-8 CONFIKBD TO OBSERVATIONS ASSOGIATED TITH CDOUDS AS IT AFFECTED
FIGHTER COVER AND BONBER FORMATION AND BFKECT OF LARGE UNITS LEARING
THE FORMATION.

S=9 20 A/C TOOK OFF, BEGINNING AT 0605 ON 28 JULY TO ATTACK ATRCRAFT
FACTORY AT OSCHENSLEBEN. ONE, #0175 RETURNED IMMEDIATELY UPON TAKE=-OFF
BY REASON OF A RUNAWAY PROP. BETWEEN 1145 AND 1230, 6 A/C - 3283,
0182, 0161, 0181, 3184, 9943, RETURNED TO BASE STATING TH T CLOUDS AND
STRONG ATTACKS BY ENEMY FIGHTERS NECESSITATING THEIR TAKING CLOTD

COVER HAD SPLIT THEM FROM THE FORMATION, UPCGH wHINH T7EY RETTRNED TO
BASE. BETWEEN 1317 and 1330, RIGHT OTHERS RETURNED. ABOUT 1426, A/C
0045, WHICH HAD LANDED AT GREAT ASHFIELD FOR GAS, RETURNID. A/C 0219
CRASH LANDED AT FRAULINGHAM, 7 OF ITS CREN RETURNING TO PASE ABOUT
1700. THREE A/C PATLED TO RETURN. THE LIADER OF THE HIGH SQUADRON
REPORTS HE CONFUSED WEMIGERODE WITH THit I. P. AND ON A HEADING OF

100° BOMBED GREAT ALSLEBEN.
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HINETY FIFTR BOMBARDMRNT GROUP (X) e
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: 28 July 18

SUBJICEs MNavigation Report for the Missiem of 88 July, 1948,
- %0 ¢ OCemmmnding Officer, 95th Bombardment Grouwp (M), APO 638

3¢ he briefed course was followed very well with the excoption of
versionary eourss, whare the lead group fles tae far to the merth,
sourse oVer eneny territery wis fellowed %o the I.0. where Welnegirede
‘ instead of Blankwmburg, This and peer visidility ever the

to the mistaken ideatity of the target by the lead mavigator
Tosbardier, whe dropped bembs on Great Alsledeso

Bs $he route back was follswed presisely to Amsterdan, where the
wre 8ix niles off oourse to the righty

8o Station 7000 was used throughout the missien by the lead plane
3ead plane of the Binety Pifth Greup. mwuvt’pm reported
reception to 0S4IR (Crossing eoaat) where the "A" impluse

Jasmlng osbserved east of 07008, The iapulses reappearsd over
the backs Tem fizes.were plotted on the route out, and
route ;
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- BLLIS B. SCRIPTURE
fnd LS., Alr Cerps
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Authority V) 77 5095
By27T2 NARA Date 32%7 L s

VIIT BOMBER COMMAND o [
. A.P.O., 63k :
Bomber Command Narrative of Operations’ '

Day Operation 28 Ty L9453 Kassol] '
e Miss:ion No. 78 ;

TARGETS: Kassel and Oschergleben.

302 B-17's were dispatched to attack industrial plants located at Kassel and
Oschersleben. 49 B-17's succeeded in bombing the Spimnfaser A.G. at Kassel with
fair results while 28 attacked the aircraft assenbly plant at Oschersleben. 17
A/C attacked opportunity targets in NV Germany with unobserved. results. Both
formations of 4/C encountered intense and aggresive ¢/e. opposition. While flak
was intense over Kasscl, it did not constitute a gserious threat over Oschersleben.
Withdrawal support was Purnished %o the bombers by P-47's of the VIII Fighter
Command and 10 Squadrons of Spitfires. 22 B~17's were lost on this mission against
claims of 83-34-63 ; ' 3

Unit : Mumber of A/C Porsonncl Casualties
Tar WING (DISPATCHED Attacking Abortiver Lost) Claims (KGlled Wounded Missing)
KASGEL ' T b

91 ' 20 0 7 0 0-0~0 0 0 0
92 = 17= WF 3 0 2 3-1.-0 0] 1 20
303 20 Ly gl 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
305 21 20 1 0 il 5-0-2 0 2 10
306 2l 16 6. < 2 10-2-4 - 0 6 20
351 o 0 5 16 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
R0 19 11 0 1. 1B 1 8-2-7 0 6 10
381 20 0 5 15 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
38k 29 LR I iel0eg OFf s 20, il
182X ey S 7 27-15-22 0 15 7L
Lth WING

OSCHERSLEBEN
qly. 18 11 el 6 0 12- 2- L 0. 2 0
95 20 11 0 9 3. 22- 8-11¢ o} L 33
96 20 L 0 AL/ 7 7= 7-Ls 0 3 7k
OO 21 0 2. 19 0 2-1-L 0 i 0
385 26 : s |- 6 0 0 20
388 e e e R e S s Flet pogicdd
120N S 9 T4 15 56-19-41 0 11 134
TOTALS 302 95 LO 167 22 83-34.63 0 26 205

# Abortive A. - Mechanical, cquipment and porsonnel failurcs
B, - Weather, cneny action.
% Includes 1 YB-LO
sl
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' = PART 1 - 1st Wing
Avthoriy VA 79 S 005

Bym NARA Date éZ/géf/

BOMBING RESULTS: 49 B-17s dropped 340 x 500 GP fuscd l/lO sec. nosc 1/100 sec.
tail, 160 x 250 I.B. and 80 x 100 I.B. from 23-27000ft. at 1027 to 1054 hrs. on
the Fieseler Flugzeugbau G.}M.B.H., and Spimnnfaser A.G. at Kasscl with fair results.
A heavy concentration of hits werc scorcd on the camouflaged living quarters and
huts south of the above namcd plants. Two bursts were secen on the main building
and another burst near the corncr of the Spinnfaoor A.G, Other hits were obscrved
on and among the smaller buildings of this plant. " The Fiescler aircraft plant
docs not appear to have been hit although there was one burst immediately in front
of one building. -2 a/c dropped bombs on ¥etrup, 1 a/c dropped on Bcetotorzwagg,
another on an unidentificd town in Germany with results unknovm.

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO_BOMB: 124 a/c .fallf’d to bomb - 27 because of mechanical or
equipment failures, 94 abarloned mission because of weathcr y 2 becau.;e of personnel
fallures and 1 was lost before rcachJ.nu target.

ENCOUNTERS: Heavy fighter opposition from 100 to 125 ¢/a began at 1006 hrs. and
continued until 1215 hrs. Attacks were predominately from 12 o'clock high and

6 o'clock level although scattered attacks were made from all dircctions. Most
of the c¢/a werc ME-109s and Fv-190s with a fow ME-110s and JU-88s. The usc of
large projectiles was roportcd and they werc belicved to be _Lergor- than 40 mm.
Large flames were sccn coming from these guns' vhile the bursts were almost as
large as flak bursts. Unidentified c/a werc rcported using rockot propclled bombs
with great accuracy. The rockets were propelled from a belly gun and loopod over
the top of our planes where they cxploded with large shects of metal.

CASUALTIES: Personnel - 6 seriously .younded, 9 slightly wounded and 71 missing.
' Equipment - 7 B-17s were lost, 3 to flak, 2 to c¢/a and 2 for roasons
unknovme.
Estimoted Battle Damage - 34 category "A", 7 category "AC" and

)y category "“E",

FLAK' Intensc, accuratc flak was encountercd from the I.P. to over the target.
f.mro.tc s inaccuratc flak at Hamm, Rottcrdam, Haguc, Lecuworden, Lingen, Juist
und Bockum. Mecagre, inaccuratc at Amclend, Osmabruck, Biclefeld and Schicrmonnikoog

Island.

FIGHTER SUPPORT: 52 P-47s of 78th Fighter group mct onc formotion of B-17:4 ncar
Rotterdam on their return. L c/a attacking tho Fortresscs dove away on their
approach. 24 Pwli7s of 56th Fighter group met two groups of B-17s.at Dordrecht and
accompanicd them back to the English coast. 47 P-47s of 4th Fighter group met a
number. of returning B-17s ncar Leerdem, At the time of mecting, the fortrosscs
were being attacked by 4.5~50 o/a. . As a result of combats, 6 ME-109s and 3 FW-190s
were destroyed, 1 ME-109 wos probably destroyed and .. F‘:if-190s and 2 ME-109s werec
damaged for the loss of onc P-4/ and pilot.

ORDERED }39@@ Splasher No. 5, to 54015'N-O4010'E, to 52022'N-08°20'E, to 51°50'N- -
c:ia';zo'm, 6 51013'N-10°15¢%, o 51°15° N—ogm, 'E, to target, b9 51°14'N-09°17'E, t
51%00'N-06°281, to 50°5'N-07°55'E, to 51Y48'N-07°45°E, to 51 50 ‘N~ 06°1o'n, to

Felixstowe, to bascs.
- 2 -
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WE byt = England 2/10 stratocumulus, base 3000 foct, tops
70 Byﬁﬁynﬁ)NARqDaw /4 itratocumulus and altocumulus 14000 foet, Trace high
cloud, Visibility 2 to 3 miles in haze., North Sea 5/10 stretocumilus, tops
6000 fcet over North Sea increasing to 10/10 in frontal zonc about 6 degrees
Eost, medium cloud increasing ta'8/10 to 10/10, buse 16000 feet, tops 19000,
varicble scattered altocumilus to 23000 fect, a cirrus inofcasing'tb'S/lo, 25000
feets  Cloud brecking ot Continental Coast over. Germany, 2/10 to 4/10 light
cumulus, tops 3500 fcot, trace: medium cloud, 7 to 8/10 cirrus, 28000 fect,
Visibility 5 miles on surface in heavy hoze,. Aron - 1 to 2/10 light cumulus,
no medium, 6/10 cirrus, 28000 foct, Visibility 6 milcs, Terget difficult to
identify becausc of thick hazec, Note: . (Target of opportunity. lunster Area,
7/10 total cloud, bolow 10/10 cirrus, 26000 to 28000 foet, ) : ok 8 v

OBSERVATIONS: An unidentified e/a wos scen over the Dutch coast, It hed a
body like o =190, wings lilko a ME~109 writh extremely square tips, inline
engine and belly tank under left wing. EB/a wis small and very fast, when hit
by bullets pieces fell off as if made of wood or plastic,

PART IT -~ Lth Wing

OSCHERSLEBJEN, .
BOMBING RBSULTS: 28 B-17s dropped 238 x 500 Gp fused 1/10 scc, nosc 1/100 sec,
tail, 24 x 500 I.B. and 48 x 100 I.B. from 18000~22000 ft, on L.G.0. Flugzeugwerk
LeGo Oschersloben, Strike attack photographs show o considereble concentration
of hits in the immediate vicinity of the works, scverc damnge: was causadto a
nulti-bay building approximrtely 3951 x 225% and anothor about 360! x 140'., Bomb
bursts cover the ontire northern holf of the vorks but duc to cloud and smoke it
is impossible to determine extont of damages About 16 hits werc also observed -
on and cbout the village of Dalldorf which is sgven miles south of tho main target,

REASONS FOR FATLURE TO BOMB: 83 a/c failed to bomb, - 9 because of mechanical or
equipment failurcs, 61 abandoncd mission because of weether and 13 werc lost
without definitc knovilcdge of having bombed, .

ENCOUNTERS: E/a opposition was intense and aggressives  Approximately 100 c/a
consisting of FW=190s, ME-109s, ME-110s and JU=08s used various methods of attack,
Cloud conditions both above and below the formation was a considerable factor in
favor of the enenyys  The majority of attacks camo from 11 to 1 o'clock though an
increasing number were noted from 5 to 7 o'clock and below,. Two crews reported
bombs werc dropped into the formation by parachutc. Many reports were reccived

of e/a firing large calibre cannon from 1500 to 2500 yds, - they would raise their
nose and lob the shots into the formation. They did not soem capable of
contimious fire however, and broke off after onc or twvo shots. ILoss of three
B-17s are dircctly attributed to air to air bombing, or heavy calibre guns., This
is also a possible reason for explosion of onc B-17 which crashed into another and
then both . crashing into a third,

\
N
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— N Dele LT/ | ne) - 2 seriously wounded, 9. slightly toundcd and 134 missing.

& Egui;g'mcntﬁ-" 15 B-17s were lost, 4 to ¢/a, 4 to flak and 7 for rcasons .

: unknovwn. . ;
 Estimoted Battle Damage - 29 category "A", 10 category "ACY

FLAK: Flak vas generally meagre and inaccurate. A fow groups encountered
moderate unscen. barrage type firce from I—}Ql_igolarxi that causcd somc damagce
Moderate accurate flck was reported from Schipol 4/D.

R ' e : : i
FIGHTER SUPPORT: 10 sqdns. ‘of Spitfircs furnishcd withdrawal support from over
the Hoguc and Westhoofd areas. The only incident . ogcurred swhen 20 .¢/a. in loosec
formation wore sighted; however, they dove owey inlend when Spitfircs attompted to
engage. ) - :

ORDERED ROUTE:: ' E‘cliﬁc’stdwp, to’ 51023'1_\1—.0302.3'31}; to Bupen, to Ronb.gcn, to 50059'N-
09015 'R, to target, to: Dransficld, to @oscke, to Rinkerodc, to Haldern, to
Moyland, to 51°51'N-04°00'Z, to Felixstowe.

WEATHER: Similar o lst Wing oxcept some slight rain arcas cencountered about

6 degrocs Liast. Some aircraft flying in 8 to 10/10 medium cloud at 18000 to
20000 fect where visibility was found restricted by dense contrails, although
flights above it, 23000 to 21,000 feet, roported only scattercd medium and cirrus
basc above 25000 fcet., Cloud decrcasing over lend to 2 to 4/10 thin:medium and
2 to 4/10 light curulus below flight lovel and 7 to 8/10 cirrus above 25000 fect.
At 60 miles inland visibility 3 to 5 miles in hazo. At torget therc was. 3/10
stratocurmlus, no mediun, 7/10 cirrus, above 25000 foct.  Visibility L. to 5 miles
in hoavy hoze moking torget difficudt’ to idontify. ' .5

OBSERVATIONS: 1 crow rcported sceing c/a firing ot parachutes, E/;x were also
roportod strafing o ditched B-17. :

-
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HEADQUARTERS ,
FINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) o
0ffice of the Operations Officer

30 July 1943 e

SUBJECT: S-3 Narrative report on operational mission 28 July 1943,
T0 t Oommanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

"~ 1e The Ninety Fifth Bombardment Group was alerted at 1930 27 July
1943 for an operational mission with a bomb loading of 10x600 pound bombs
(6P), 1/10 second nose fuse end 1/100 second tail fuse.

2, Pield Order number 31 was received at 2340 27 July 1943. . The :
Ninety Fifth Bombardment Group was set up as the low group of the 40lst )
Combat Wing. Twenty one airoraft were called for. There was one abortion :
and one airorart failed to take off. B8ix airoraft retwrned to base early
because fighters and olouds separated them from the formation leaving
nine of our airoraft to bomb the target. Three airoraft failed to return
end one orash landed at Framlingham,

3., Little flak was encountered however, fighter opposition was
intense., Only four of our airoraft bombed the primary target.

CLIFFORD E. COLE
Major, Air Corps
Operations Offiocer,
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WBATHER STATION e I /3w
A4AF STATION 119
APQO 634
28 July 1943

SUBJECT: Meteorological luterrogation Summary for Lilssion of 28 July 19043,
T0 ¢ Commanding Officer, Hsadquarters, 95th Bomb Op (i), APO 634

l, Team«0ff: The time was 0600 hours. Thore was 7+3/10 altocumlus
clouds &t 12,000 ft, The vislbility was 2«4 miles in haze, the wind USH at

24 mph,

8 Route Out: Over the North Sea there was 3-3/10 stratus olouds bee
low BO00 foot with multilayers of high stratus and altostratus ¢louds begine
ing at 8000 foet and eountinmuing up to 17,000 feet. There wore breaks in .
these aloudrlayers. The luayor beoame overcast with some vertical cumlug
developement in the frontal zone which was approximately 08 dege Bast Longle
tude. Thore was also pows broken oirrus glouds shove 20,000 feet in this
ares. Approaghing the German Coast the high and middle clouds decrensed bege
oing Nil over the sontinent.

3. Torget: Thero was S-4/10 cumlus clouds with $ops below 5000 fees.
The visibility was 2«4 miles in thiock haza.

4. leturn Route: The wgather on the roturn route to the inglish chaw
mel was the same as the weather over the target, besoming olear over the
ohsagel, then becoming 5+8/10 eumulus alouds at 3000 feot over Sugland,

G DBase on Retwn: Tire was 1300 hours, There was 5«8/10 cumalus
dlouds with bases at 3000 feet. Ths visibility was 4=6 miles, wind westorly
at 48 mph,

8, Remarks: The forecsst was considersd fair, but oloud heights over
the North Sea were in exrror. The Croup Navigatorielairwd the wind foresssts
was good, :

JAY JACOB3,

Capte, Alr Corps,
Station Weather Officer.




