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REFRGOUCZD AT THE NATICHAL ARCMVES

FOUR HUNDRED TWELFTH BO.ABARDMENT SQUADROY (M)
NIMSTY FIPTH BCUBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE SQUADRON COMMANDER
STATION 119
4 July 1943
SUBJECT: Warrative Report on Combat iission of 4 July 1943,

TO

commending officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), Station 118,

1, Rendezvous over Station 115 of the 402nd Combat Wing was two minutes
behind schedule, and no time wes made up between Station 119 and gplasher 6.

At 0719 the 402nd gombet Wing was two miles west of Splasher /7 cut-
ting the corner in an attempt to make up the two minutes that we were still be-
hind, e had seen no sign of the 40lst Combat Wing between Splasher 46 and
Splasher #7,

At 0735 the 40lst combat Wing was sighted between Splasher 47 and /4.
The visibility was dropping to cne mile, ground fog was forming and stratus
layers at our altitude. Finally at 0745 the 40lst Combat Wing was lost in the
clouds,

At 07656 T climbed the 402nd Combat Wing up to 3000 feet to keep the
Groups out of stratus ah our altitude.

At 0810 the 401lst Combat Tring was sighted again at our new altitude of
3000. Tt was eabout three miles shead and off To our left. They had apparently
had e rough time in their climb as the Wing was feirly well scattered. As for
the 402nd Combat Wing, the 100th group wes treiling too far behind, but both Group
formations were fairly good.

The 402nd canbat Wing passed two miles north of Splasher #14 at 0822,
three minutes behind schedule.

At 0845 clouds were becoming so dense at our altitude that T decided
to take the 402nd up on top, which we could tell was around 4000, At the same time
a call came from 94th Group saying that they were going down on the deck. Weather
briefing had told that stratus existed on the deck so T called 94th and stated that
402nd gombat Jing would be cn top.

e leveled out at 5000 feet on top of the clouds which by now was a
seven to ten tenths undercast, once up on top the 40lst Cowbat Wing was-sighted
off to our left and up shead ebout ten miles., We started cruising at 165 to
catch the 40lst Wing without much success. Someone in the 396th called the 94th
leader and asked him to make a circle and pick up his group. So & wide circle
was started to the left, which when completed put the 402Znd Combat Wing in the
lead. Te "grted" and allowed the 40lst Combat Wing to pass and take the lead
again, The first circle was made &t0915, then at g 0926 another circle was mede
by the 401st Combat Wing which didn't help the formation at all,
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At 0935 everyone was back on course with the 40lst Combat Wing aboub
1000 feet below and four miles ahead.

T had climbed the 402nd combat Wing on the hour specified, plus min-
utes for climb to five thousand feet, to BOOO apd as there was no sign as yet of the
401st to climb T levelled off the 402nd at 8000 feet,

A few minutes later the 401lst did stert their climb, but we were unable
to hold formation with them due to the entire high Squadron of the 94th which was
about 1000 feet above and about & mile behind their group.

we reached flight altitude exactly on the T. Pe apparently the under-
cast had prevented the 40lst leader from taking any drift and course had to be
changed about five minutes from T. P., so that we could paess over the T. P.

2, On the bombing run the g4th wes off to our left to start with and in
time crossed directly under us and then off to our right apparently headed for
another target. We were holding only 150 m.pe.h. to stay behind in cese they
turned for the correct target. only at the last minute did I announce to the
Rombardier that bombing would be done et 150 instead of 160.

after lesving Rally pPoint we started to descent and tgred” back end
forth so that the 94th could take the lead, All the Groups fell in behind us
and finally the 94th fell in behind. TFlares wore fired at 1245 to indicate
that we were the 95th in the lead and 94th could come up if they wanted %o, but
no challenge flare fired in answer and 94th remained behind. Lead changed back
to 95th at 1310. '

Jumped by Fighters or English patrol ships at 1415,

e Landfall was made at gtart Point end we led three Groups home under
the clouds at 1500 feet.

W\ = Sl TS
HARRY G. MUMFORD -
captain, Air Corps,
commending



