- HEADQUARTERS NINETWawiPa Sitihsisns
' Office of the Group Navigator
" May 21, 1943

SUBJECTz Report re Operational Mission by the Ninety—Fifﬁh
' Bombardment Group (H) on May 21, 1943,

70 t The Group Operations Officer, .

1, Twentye-one planes passed over the fleld in formation
on course at an approximate altitude of 4,000 at 09:3E5. Because
of the overcast conditions a six plane element of this flight
: under the leadership of Capt, Hamilton and Major MeXnight, forming
\the high squadron, became separated from the formatlon. Both
(£1ights followed the prescribed flight plan, Major lMcKnight's
flight alone effecting an interception with the 94th and 96th .
Bombardment Groups and completing the mission. The other flight
under the command of Capt, House and Col. Gibson elected to return
to the base, The respective logs and a track analysis of the routes
- taken 1s herewith presented. A <

7 '2, To date no equipment has been availlable for checking
the compasses, An effort has been made to obtain the British 06A
master.compass but the requisition so filed has not been acted upon,
A requisition has also been fidied for the British Mark IX octant
to no avail, Such instruments would menifestly be of great ald in.
effecting the long over water fiights to northern Germany.

i . 3, No instrument malfunctions wore reported, The operations
" from a navigational standpoint were distinguished by the brilliant

' interception effected by Lt. Lawson, navigating the element under

- Major MceKnight and Capt, Hamilton, e prescribed rendez-vous had
falled due to the tardiness of the 94th and 96th Groups in reaching

qi*jgthe preacribed point, A'delay of 12 minutes is estimated.

WILLARD W, BROWN,
lat Lto, A, co.
Group Navigation Officer,
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3 lst Wing = 78 B=178 -dropped 772 x 500 G,P, from 22,000 ~
oo 26,000 1Y, at 12441245 hre, ;Ihisiingludes 1 a/o of 96 Group which attached
ol itself to lst_.Wing, formation,  Bombs 'from at least one squadron fell in the

A g /' Bauhafen area, tut for the most ﬁart'th'e__gor;centra'bior;s fell on portions of the
0o clty NWand S of the ‘”aimingpoint.:“fn From strike!photographs it appears that

. bombs which did fall initarget area “struck installations around the N and W -
© .. sldes of the Basin as well as on or /e :drydocks No,1 to No.4, A mumber of
bursts were observed near the location vhere a U~Boat was berthed before the
attack,  Smoke from the bomb bursts, prevented Lyrther observation,

o0 e e A Mg o5 BT arpped 4kl %500 G, P, fvom 22,000 to
o %4800 £, at 12441246 hrs., on Imden,  Results appear to have been poor,
i ‘sr.v.'@ﬁ:amh,.ﬁ?qihb,,lg_:st.zti.kef,.phowéraphs,ahowing £0:S¥idence of hits on the port

i e -~:m‘m;igﬂfﬁl%étibnst.o?@hagc:_lgyé’ ,(.}STth'f{'_Q;d‘, 1 a/c ‘,;?'frogx ‘l;bl‘z Wing "bb{gbﬁ't}- Wilhelmshaven)
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S FOR: FATTURE TO Bopp:'” Ist Wing = U, e chantoil shd”squipment ‘failures,

Bnpersonnel Igimq?;‘:fiaf;g“it’_’i;g "m%t “known whether or ot the 4 lost“a/c: bombed, .
b SR AR LIRS L5 St e Nk 1. ST e S0 U«_";, :ir“* Qi’":‘5’.f;’-"3‘:‘_5‘h arails !’S"{-;L:():"i.‘)' ‘..,_,V.:‘___‘w’-.:
S g L AhWing K11°6"Bu175 of 92/ Group which jolned.
the 95 Group for the mission turned back"with9%a/c’of 95 ‘Group at 54940'N= =
1, 03%001E when thick clouds prevented their, joining main effort, and caused 2 a/e
-I;;"ﬂ;g::}qg}]ide;:‘*(glj.ght ngp.ge), .2 _other ',a/g.;'ffailedﬁ‘.lto:box_nb for mechanical reasons,
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- ENCQUNTERS: 1st Wing = More than 100 e/a opposed the 1st Wing formation. The
_ attacks began about 1225 hrs,, shortly before the I,P, which vas 1Q miles S,
-'of Scharhorn Island (53°501N-08925E), contimed: over~targetiandiwellout to
e ot sea, One Group reported 2 formations of 36 e/a each wag walting in vicinity.
DS o TLP, Attacks:camp, from all directions with, mmerous nose and tail "
g approaches dndicated,:...E/a pressed in vigorously with as:many as 6 LY
0" Tattagking abreast, .. Alreto-air bombingwas again reported;  Several groups,
Lo < forifirst. time, observed: e/a jvithf'githe:;z single. or twin large caliber é,g'r_mqn :
et .. or rocket guns mounted. under fuselage or under wings, - tf_;yras observed;’t,hat
~he the bursts were about . the! size- of flak,;: Mo=109g with red-wing~tips were"
2w equipped with 1 long-barrelled cannon and at least 2 machine guns in each wing,
. It was reported as' a very fast ship, with wing span of* approximately 40 fbet,
.and is thought to have radiator under nose, = E/a markings were'white, ‘yellow,
L rust, and"black and white checkered nosos; blue grey, solid ‘black, and, grey
sz o fuselages, ‘Square*wing-tipped FW=~1908) were noted to have light blue wings
MR ang f;grey_c:!'.:poles.': sroatifl 8 o T 90V x : gz, e SR
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st DAt ings U 8irahe oo opposition was also ‘reported by the: 4th
Y% Wing' Groups: which) wents to: Enden, :20=30 e/ imet the B~175,10 miles N, of

Schiermonnikoog Island and followed the bombers fiom a distance of approximate=
1y 800 yards, Ukl thoy bogan-attacks, over: coast,, ,r JFrom;this point to, target
and-out, the.engagements were contimuous with 60~70 FW~190s "ard’ Me=109s ‘being
/. Gncountered, | Ju=88s were alsq seen, 74, Borkum .on way. out a- ngw. 'squadron of -
- 1520 FW=1908 came from the north and: attacked vigorously for ‘about 10 minutes,
Indications are that attacks’ came priqc_ipa;l,ly'.pn;;’qhe‘,,noste,_';f;;om_,;below, 2=3 ¢/o
frequerbly coming in abreast, White, red, and yellow cowlings with green and

T brovn-fuselages wexre -obsorved ‘on ;both (uEv;{:-IQQa,gax‘zg nga;gp?p, ._"Th% Ju=-88s were . -

. 8ilver=colored, A e LT
4 e B 2 s e PV v-‘i-\-,":1~:...‘.

L

- FLAK: . 1st Wing Going to Wilhelmshaven, flak was 3f1rst"ené'oufmtered over
. Frisian Islands, ' It was inaccurate for height and deflection, Over target
" moderate to intense accurate fire was met, Flak ships off coast, and .
. batteries on Spiekeroog,, Hangerooge, Alte:Mellum and Ardhef also fired on the "
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Cadesient s i4th Wing: = The, formation .--‘%Q""ng.'\-int"’" Enden feported’slight-inaccurato
fizo; from Groningen and, at 1,P, (53°04MN=Q7°04!E)," In barget, ares, patterns

1 of, be8 bursts, woro spen .ahoed at Antervals of a'fow ‘seconds,! This was accurate

. E b B3N ~

xrgfor hedght,; rSons, 1naacuratq fire’ came” from vicinity of: ‘Borkun ‘on way. back,
: . Sl eodd T R T T i)
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CASUALTTES: ..PERSONNEL = 1st Wingt 1 ‘erew, meubor killed, ‘4 seriously vounded,
5 alightly woundod ADd 70 WSSINgy 5 1ry. (1 U (on & wais i

o

st "‘;- ‘.'-* ‘:v“"'for-";g.": VLo LN i.;;/z. 0 | 42 "":. A vy - v a.. P S, -'-'". : s 'J; : 3 \';f";. 1 v kst .
G A T, 00 ey 2o 40D JTANGS .2 orew members killed, 5" seriously wounded, .
8 and 50 missing. - e Sl B AR L RV A~y W .<>f.~;..’_4“,_.r: e AHNTIT By ‘ . L .
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naskond gl amno EQUIPMENT. = 7..Bel78 Were lost from lst Wing and 3 f :.Q_H‘I.Ath Viing,
. 'n’The-following, observations as to the lost ‘a/o apply to both Wings,-:-1-B=l7

Wit waber ot .approximately: 53°50tNa010508E with 7" chutes," 1 B~17 “broke up and

0w ohit ground .10-15 miles W of Wilhelmghayon with 9'chutes, 1 Be17/wag-seen

" attompting.landing.on.island, thought .to be Juist,” "1'B~17 lost wing, hit veter
" "and. exploded.at, approximately 54017 N=-04461E with 9-10"chutes,: 1"B~17"nade
good landing in water approximately 40 miles E. of ‘last mentioned point, - 1
B-17 was observed going down with cngine ‘smoking badly over Groetsiel with 6
. chutes,r.l-B=17..logt wings:and blew.up. near.\qurtab'Hollarxi,_ with 1 chute, :
-1 Be17rlanded-in water. at approximately. 530451N=07°30!E, /' '1'B~17"hit vater in
_channel. approximatoly:NE of.Wilhelmshaven with 5 ‘chutes, -~ 17B~17 hit water -
approximatoly 30 miles N Spiekeroog Island, *1 B=l7 ‘eircling Dollart Bay under
control at 1245 hours with 2 chutes,® 1 B~17, burning, hit water at approxi-
. ‘mately 54925'N=05°56FE with 9 chutes,

TIMATED E D ¢+ 1st Wing « 24 category 'A'; Z.,th Wing = 8 category 'Al,
-1 category IBY, . % it B v

. ROUTE: "1st Wing - Splasher No,4 (Louth) to.34°4o'N-03°Jo'E to 54°50tN-06°00'E
to I,P, 10 miles S, of Scharhorn Island (53 501Nw08°251E) to ‘bargetb After
- boybing a right turn to wést tip of Splekeroog Island to 54°301N=06"50'E to
. 54210t N=04°00'E to Cromer, : ‘

. 4th Wing = Splasher No,4 (Louth) to 54%40tN=03%101E to 54945 'N=04C40'E
o 53950'N=05920'E to 54°30!N-05950'E to point 3 miles wost of CGroningen to
530001N=06%40E to I,P, at 53°04'N=07004!E to target, From target to'5 miles
Eost of Borkum Island to 54°25!N~08°50!E to 54°10'N=04R00'E to Cromer,

{  Bago ot toke=off: Bases had veriable amounts of cumulus or towerlng
' owmlus clouds at 2500 to 4000 £b,; and tops running up to 8000 ft, There were
“+w . also patches of alto cumulus and alto-stratus at 8000 £t,, which was reported ° -

|/ by-one Group as about 4/10, ~ Visibilitics were lw2 miles in fairly thick haze,
oesHie T Route outs Over England there was 4/10 « 5/10 cumulue which

" increased to 8/10 = 10/10 over the North Sea, 'The top of this cloud was 8000

‘' f4%, over England, but increased to 10,000 12,000 ft, over North Sea, There

.+ .was o front oriented north=south at about 03%east longtitude, and at this point

Y . n«9/10 eirrus was encountered at 27,000 ft, which continued the remainder of the ,
S way neross the North Sea,” About 15 miles off the enemy coast the low and {
0 medium cloud broke to nil, Visibllity'was 1~3 miles in haze over the vater,
7 but improved to 5=10 miles over Germany, '
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P T get. Over the ta.rget there was a trace of low. oloud*andi
b 8/10 -cirro=stratus at 25, Q00 to.30,000 feet, Visibility was 5~10 miles-
‘,t oyerpil.and,\in Toirly thick haze,.” “Thase; condgti,ona ‘prefailed’over-both targets,
: = it Route. backs, “‘0ver he .Nor'bh Sea*the "J.ow“and ‘med 1t cIoud’ had™s
" ,dissipated on return, but; the re ‘wag st111 7-9/10"cirrus "at":30,000“%t +*n"the
. ‘cast” lowering to 25,000 £'t; “In“the west, - Visibility Wwag 23 miles 4n’w ver'y
,*,».thick thage loyer ovex.:the North Sea, . S AL
, Bascs 'on return:” Over- all 'bases there v,'as 5-6/10 cumulns‘-io.nd,
toworing curmlus at 2 4500 ft, Visibility vias 3=/ miles “An’the’ haze,} i
"'-:m; W oyinnn k ,.\,Rema:ka. -t There a8, some, log in ‘the ,cumilus tops, No contrails
were reported,” *Winds" 2loft were ag' foreoast Temperature at 22,000 f't, was
=23 dogrces centigrade. G ; . eBeEaa 03 fuls
,’”"l‘m‘ WA e W o PR i
" {OBSERVATTONS:.' Bt wnhelmshaven ‘the .smake ‘screon dppeared: 0. come- from boats
pinCMMrzam smoke 'Apotsron shore Jine.,..,,lt ‘was .reportedito “be: str:lngy and
lin,qffectivc, Ono.%ship vias, ::oportgd aground;and’ ‘burmr,;g‘“in ‘tho harbor, *A’
4 moke 48creon vag, plso in} oparation at’*Emden, X “A'h“’A/D “on- Neuwerk Tsland, "’two
: rummys»appeared,,'bo ~be’ new, construct:[.oﬁ.‘p‘E/a vias“gbserved “to*come up* froxn
g /D”on Heligolnnd 1Langercog axd, Spiexenogg. A:*Balloons Were " eported Tatin
He. # [wSeveral \.%rroys ere, sighte . TG g el
e

SO

\”A'b 2030 hOuI‘B oz;. Nhy,, 943‘& British mercha.nt vessel.p:rcked
~up 10 creq . membeys from the 1306th" Groupat 540103N~02°12 B,
3 ’.I,‘he,‘men were. roportcd to ‘be“in good condi'bion' KOTEy Lanandy b
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.gvmt COMBAT DUPLICATIOM CHECK FORM ,
,W. Show direction, approx. time and

GROUP
21 3 type E/A of ,each attack with arrow,
DATE Above with arrow - Below.with

green - Level with BIX¥REX red

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES |
|

Write numbers of our A/C in circles.
If actual formation is completely .
different from position of circles
turn page over and prepare diagram
on back., B2y

| Draw lines through circles :oa,mwvu.%wz

Block out mammwsm A/C in Red.

Missing.
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summ erp Ensin“ring Report en c-m. nuimt Moy 21, iﬁa.
‘m S8 mam Officer, 95tk Bembardment Greup. 14:)

<l 'l'ho ronniug information is submitted ooncurning cenblt aluhn
of tln 95th Bondb Greup (H) of May 21, 1943.
A+ Fifteem (15) B-17F airphnu t.ook-ott, nine (9) Mmd .to

" the base befere campleting missio ' A
p_;- Five (5) completed nind.ou.
8¢ One did met return,

'rhoro wers nine (9) abortiw drphnn.

0 2.

3.

NINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
~ Office of the Qrcup &uinooring Officer

APO 63:,
21 iy, 19&3

& ‘The following 1isted drphnn Mmad due te bul reather

L2-29807
423061

- 4223091

- 423079
42~29679
. 42-29702
. K2-29808
. ha=29706
. 4229693

Battle dmgg is as follows:
80 423110 d1d not return.’

“’.
m’mm ort:lm. .
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HEADWUARTERS :
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GIOUP ()
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 634
22 Yay, 1943

SUBJECT: U«3 Narrative report on Combat Mission of Nay 21, 1943,
T0 + Commaunding Officer, 9Gth Tombardment Groun (H),.

1. The 95th Bombardment Group (K) was alerted for s combat
mission 1735 May 26, 1943, A bomb loading of 10 ¥ 500 Lb GP bombs,
one half with fuses of instsntaneous nose, 1/40 tall, the other
half with fuses of 1/10 nose, 1/40 tail was received at 1745,

2. Fleld order No, 3 was receired from the <Llh Tinp ot 0030,
May 21, Fllght plans wevre mede up, and flftecen comd -t cvea were
briefe:d at 053C with take off time set for 0845. 4 delay of thirty
minutes wns ordered from the 4th YWing, Actual take off wss made
et 0915, with fifteen alrecraft, An addltlionsl slx nirorsatt from
the 92nd Bombsrdment Group (H) were attuchad ln thoe low seusdron
nosition, Take off and rendezvous over the fleld wss made as
planned, The high squedrén became separated from the group for-
mation due to clouds 2nd vroceeded on alone, The lead snd low
gquadrons climbed te 20,200% to get on top of thae overcest, but
wore urable to locate the other groupe at the appointed time and
returned to the base ot 1215, The hiizh squadron came An contact
with the 96th Rombardment Croup (li) just before reaching the
eneny coast and ioined thelr formation and procecded to the target
with them,

. 3. The high squadron, now attached to th~ 956th Pomhnrdment
Group (H), were attackoed by enemy flghters sbout thirty miles from
the enemy coast,

4, The result of the bombing by the high sousdron wee
doubtful as to accuracy., One B=17F was shot down ovar the Leriet,
iinemy fighters were extremely aggressive, coming in cloze for
thelr shots,

CLIFFORD E, COLE
Captain, Alr Corps,
Operations Officer,
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1. FIFTEEN Afc OF. m 95th BOMB GROUP TOOK OFF AT 30 SECGMD INTERVALS ammmo
AT 0916 O 2L MAY 1943, THEIR PRIMARY TARGET WAS THE SUEMARINE PENS AT mmu‘, :

* QERMANY: THE swmmm, THE INDUSTRIAL SECTION OF EMDEN; THE LAST RESORT m '
INDUSTRIAL TARGET IN THE VICINITY OF THE PRIMARY TARGET. NINE ATRCRAFT mmn
T0 RENDEZVOUS WITH THE OTHER A/C MAKING UP THE CCMBAT WING BY REASON OF POOR

VISIBILITY. SIX A/C FOUND THE COMBAT WING AND CONTINUED WITH IT TO THE TARGET
AND' RETURN, 4

2. FESULTS OF THE BOMBING WERE ESTIMATED FROM POCR TO FAIR. i
3. m&u/c, 808, 693, 706, 702, 061, 679, 079, 807, 091 TURNED .BACK. AT 50" -
JOY N 30 0! B AT 1111 HOURS BECAUSE CLOUDS onsczmmn vmxaxun' mu«:vmrmo mxm
JOINING THE MAIN EFFORT. . Ean
" b FROM 20 TO 30 E/A WERE FIRST SESN OVER THE WATER ABOUT 10 WTIES NORTH or
SCHIERMONNIKOGG 'rmsss WERE BELIEVED TO HE ME 109'S. THEY: mxmmn oua rcml-
ATION AT A nxs'rmcr. OF ABOUT 80C YARDS. UPON REACHING THE COAST THE ATTACK

STARTED AND LASTED ALL THE WAY INTO OVER AND ON THE WAY BACK F’Rm THE TARQET ¥
"THEY DID NOT IEAVE US UNTIL WE ARRIVED AT THE COAST (BOHKUH) "THIS AT’Z'ABK :.asm e
A LITTIE BETTER THAN AN HOUR. AT BORKUM A NEW SQUADRON OF FW 190'a (AB(IIT 15-@)

' ARRIVED FROM THE NORTH. THESE PLANES ATTI\C&SD VIGOROUSLY FOR ABOUT 10 MINUTES.

SCI OPINION WAS THAT THIS SQUADRON TOOK OFF FROM A CARRIER. THE FW 190°8 HAD -
RED YELLOW AND WHITE NOSES WITH GREEN AND BROWS CAMOUFLAGE FUSILAGES. ONG R&

ME 109 WAS PAINTED ALL RED. TWO JU 8815 WERE SESN THSY WERE SILVER. cm'rms o
WHOLE THE ENGIY WAS VERY PSRSISTENT; PRESSED HOME HIS ATTACK AND WERE AS GOOD AS %
" W HAVE ENCOUNTERED THUS FAR. SHIP #9176 DESCRIBED THE FIGHTER THSY FHLT CAE

- FROM A CARRIER AS HAVING SQUAHE TIPPED HINGS, RED NOSE AND GREY FUSELACE,

;}‘,’.{#S‘i. ar -'«r,"' TR fa ! g et

YNOL aaﬂuvcaonooudau

5« FLAK WAS FIRST SEEN A® SOUm /APPEARED TO BE A WALL OF BLACK

ssAmw ;



“and NED BURSTS. VERY AC ATE FOR ASFENSBATSMRMMSENSN0 AT TARGET PATTERNS OF

8 BURSTS ‘WERE SEEN AHEAD AT mmmﬁa""w A ¥ SBCONDS. RIGHT. OVER TARGET LSS
FLAK THAN ON SOUTH SHORE OF BAY BUT STILL ACGURATE FOR ALTITUDE AND DEFLECTION.
SOME PLAK OBSLRVED AT BORKULL
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‘6 Nor

el TWO B-17 'SEEN. CIRGLING R DOLLERT. sAv"thH THO PARACHUTES'

-FALLlNG OUT OF EACH, THEIR ALTITUDE WAS ABOUT 1&.000 FEET, ONE‘
'GOING EAST, ONE GOING NORTHWEST, BOTH BEING ATTAGKED BY FLAK
" FROM DELFZY., ONE OF THESE WENT DOWN AT 4215 RIGHT AFTER TARGET.

NO. FLAMES OR SMOKE WAS "SEEN, ONE OF THESE WAS PROBABLY NUMBER
110 SEEN OUT OF CONTROL LATER AND HAD DIRECT HIT IN PILOTS

_COMPARTMENT ALSO ONE B=17 WAS SEEN 6 MILES NORTHWEST OF EMDEN

BEING ATTACKED 8Y TWO ME109 AT 1245, ALTITUDE 18,000 FEET. THIS

- B=17 TRIED EVAS%VE ACTION TO GET AWAY 8UT BURST INTO FLAME IN ey

A LARGE EXPLOSION AND IT WENT INTO A DIVE, ONC WING CAME OFF
AND THE PLANE FELL APART, NO PARACHUTES WERE SEEN, ‘suoxE.WAs
USED AROUND THE PRIMARY TARGET,

7+ NONE.

‘B AN ENEMY CONVOY OF APPROXIMATELY 15 SHIPS WAS REPORTED ON A B

fﬂQLTRUE COURSE OF 230 0 AT 53 55N . 6°5'E AT 4257 BY THE CREW OF
' '\;‘.Z}}r’,

#4176, THE REPORTING AIRCRAFT WAS AT 20,000 FEET, -ONE SHIP IN

f£"3THE CONVOY. WAS THOUGHT TO BE A CARRIER. ' THO satps'wene“nspcafso
' |AS ORANGE COLOR AND VERY LARGE.. AIRCRAFT NUMBER 3111 REPORTED
 FIRING UPON THE CONVOY, THIS AIRCRAFT ALSO PHOTOGRAPHED IT. THE
. CREW OF #9176 WERE OF OPINION THAT ATTACK MADE SOME 30 MILES OFF
| THE'ENEMY COAST ON THE RETURN TRIP WAS MADE BY) 'GARRIER BORNE A/Ca
, \;ATTACK WAS VERY AGRESSIVE, EIGHT PARACHUTES WERE DESCRIBED AS
“;OPENING raou B=17 #73l STATED TO HAVE LANDED IN WATER AT 1530
" HOURS AT i 24 N, 1% L3' €, TWO B~17'S WERORTED DOWN OVER
. DOLLERT BAY, TWO'RARACHUTES OPENING FROM EACH AT 125 HOURS, | BOTH
" WEREIN A FLAK BARRAGE WITH ONE ME109 FOLLOWING THEM, TWO
'?bpossnaLE CARRIERS WERE REPORTED IN THE EMS ESTUARY AND A SMOKE

\

SCREEN OVER THE TARGET WERE ALSO REPORTED BY A/C #3111, FOUR

./_‘3:,\ ‘»,zv y



sz:F5’WERE SEEN counme owwwiuﬁf;ﬁgﬁ,,>¢¢i¥ﬂeoaxuu HARBOR AT
1256 HOURS, S1X DOCKS, RESEMBLING. SUBMARINE. PENS. WERE REPORTED

: IN THE HARBOR, A SUBMARINE WAS SIGHTED AT 1050 AT 540 157N
2° 15t E, |

COBOMGR 95



