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SUBJECT:

TO s

A.

B.

~)

A Q ()31;

15 May 1y43

Bombing Analysis and Results.

Colonel Alfred L. Kessler, Jr., Headquarters,
Y5th Bombardment Group (H), AAF, APQ. 634

1. 7 planes over targeb.
2. 7 planes dropped bombs.
3., 606 bombs dropped

L. 10 bombas Jettisoned.

5, 35 bombs returned.

1. One bombardier sighted for range and derlection.
2. 8ix (6) bombardiers sighted on leaaer.

. FISHLR
lst. Lieut., Air Corps,

Group Bombardier.
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RINETY-SECORD BOMBARDHENT GROUP (i) AIR cowps )
Office of the Communications Officer (d=1)
AP0 6834
15 Moy 1943
SUBJECTs Operational Communications on 15 liay 1843,
T0 1 Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (M), AAF Station 102,

APU 634.

1. Of the twelve (12) airoraft detailed, seven (7) crows were
intverrogated at the conpletion of the mission by the Group Communicetions
Officer of the 92d Bombardment Group. Crews Irom 334 G, 385 P, 338 B and
412 T, 0 wore not available for interrogation.

2. Mechanical end Eleatrical failures were as follows:

(a) 334 B ~ Command transmittsr out on return trip, being
investigated and repaired.

(b) 412 X ~ Command antenna shot off, being replaced,

S« Other less drastic failures were in the form of weak gsignal
outputs on both Command and Interphone. These conditions are being ine
vestigated by the Maintenance personnsl, .

4. Kavigational Aids were used guccesslully by the Navigmtors.
Airoraft using these Aids wore:

(a) 334 & - used Bsacon Groups A, B, C, D and “Splasher”

Ho. 4.
(b) 334 H - used “Splasher” Nos. 4 and 5.

(o) 335 ¢ - used Deacon Groups B and C end "Spleshers”
Nos. 4, b, and 7,

(d) 412 X - used "Splasher® No. 4.
() 385 T - used Beaoon Groups B and C and “Splasher" Ho. 7.
(£) 334 8 - used four (4) QDM's on hows station,
5« Over all reception was olear and distinet, espacially the
Beacons which were very readable. Radio Opsrators showed lagible logs

on an average., 7he interrogater was again told that Interphone conversations
were jauming its use, It was suggested that the Filot exercise more strict



uuuuuuuuuuuuuu 10T NATIUNAL ARLHIVED

| {  fetrntg VD) 748 00T
i

el (. maen ez 0

Radio Discipline. It was also suggosted by the Interrogator that oquipe
mont failures and desocrepancies be reported at laterrogation as well us

on the prescribed forms, so as to further alleviate the maintenance
problems,

PHILIP L. CAPDGVILLLE,
Ma jor AC,
Communiontions Officer.
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- HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMAIT GROUP (H)
Office of the Engineering Officer

PO 63
19 May, 1943

SUBJECT: Group Ingineering Report on Combet mission of lay 15, 1943.
10 ¢ Comunnding Officer,95th Bombardment Group (i), APO 63h.

1. The following informstion is sutmitted concerning combat mission
of the 95th Bosbardment Group (H) of Yay 15, 1943,
o a. Twelve (12) adrplanes tookeoff, five (5) returned to base
before completing missione
be Seven (7) airplanes completed mission,

2, Thers were five (5) abortive airplanes,
e Three (3) airplanes had oxygen troubls in ball turret, one
general oxygen trouble.
b. One (1) airplane had a late start due to delay in loading
bombs, it ecould not cateh the formation.

CLARENCE D, FIELDS,-
lajor, Alix Corps,
Engineering Officer,



FORLATION OVER TARGIT

95th Bombardament Group (H), :
Emden, Germany,

15 May, 1943
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5791 - Signted for range and deflection.
Remainder of Ships Dropped on lLeader,
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15 WAY 1943,
TO: COMBOMWING ONE
- ATT: Ae2
A. NARFATIVE, |
To TWELVE A/C TOOK OFF AT 0730 T0 0500 HRS AND SEVEN ATTACKED
PRIMARY TARGET ENDEN AT 1060 HRS Fraw 27000 FEET WITH Goop RESULTS,
NO CASUALTIES. NO PLANES MISSING. FIVE A/C RETURNEE EARLY.
VISIBILITY 2 TC 10 WILES. & - B TENTHS CLOUDS,
2. GENERAL RESULTS GOOD. OREWS REPORTING HITS CN TARGET. GOING
ARAY GREAT DEAL OF SMOKE ORSERVED,
3, FIyE K/C.  THREE A/C HAVING OXYGEN TROUELE N BALL TURRET TUR NED
BAOK, ONE JUST BEFORE REACHING ENGLISH COAST, ONE 55051 N, 019
25" E, AND ONE 200 M) OUT TO SEA ON COURSE.  owE TURNED BAGK 100
Wl NORTHEAST OF WASH BECAUSE OF LATE START DUE TO DELAY I LOAB NG
BOMES, ANOTHER TURMED BACK LUE T0O UXYGEN FAILURE AT JU3 T OFF
- ENGLISH COAST,
i, GREWS REPORT SIGHTING FROM 10 TO 35 E/A MOSTLY Fu 1908 AND A
FEW ME1095. ATTAGKS WIRE EXPERIENCED FOR THE ¥ FIRST TILE AT THE
TARGET AND FROM THEN ATTACK CONTINUED TO 30 OR L& MILES OFF THE
COAST ALONG THE ROUTE OUT. MOST ATTACKS. WERE PRESSED HOUE FROM
BEHIND ARD BELOW. A LESSER PROPORTION OF THE ATTAGKS WERE AJMED
FROM 0500 D'CLOCK AND 0300 0'CLOCK POSITIONS. THERE WEPE A
PREDUMINANGE OF RED NOSED E/A @ITH A SMALLER PROPORTIGN OF YELLOW
AND WHITE NOSED E/A.  SOME FUSEL LAGES OF £/A WERE GLOSSY.ELACK. A
FEW BELLIES WERE NOTED TO BE A GREEN COLOR AND ONE CREY REP- IRTS
SEEING A SILVER BODIED E/A.
2+ HEAVY FLAK WAS FIRST REPCRTED ENCOUNTE LD JusT OVER THE GOAST

COMING IN. FLAK WAS EXPERIENG JED 1N .ﬁ:.)ht OR L}SS DECGREE UNTIL }ELL

-
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OUT OVER THE SEA ON THE WAY OUT, OVER THE TARGET FLAK WAS REPORTED
TG BE MODERATE HEAVY FAIRLY ACCURATE AS TO HEIGHT AND DEFLECTION,
AFTER BOMBING AND A RIGHT TURN'AWAY FROM THE‘TAQGET, MODERATE HEAVY
WAS EXPERICNCED ALL THE WAY T THE COAST AND FROM THE ISLANDS OFF
THE COAST. FLAK FROWM BORKUM WAS REPORTED PARTICULAPLY ACGURATE.
TWO FLAK SHIPS uuqr OFF TWE COASTAL ISLANDS OW THE WAY OUT VERE
REPORTED TO BE SENDING UP BURSTS IN PATTERN OF HEAVY BLACK AND WHITE
FLAK ALYAYS JUST AHMEAD OF THE FORMATION AND WHICH |8 REPORTED TO

HAVE DAWMAGED THE ELEVATOR OF ONE OF OUR A/C, ELEVATION orfroamngow
COMING N, OVER TARGET, AND GOING OUT WAS MAl INTAINED AT 27,000 FEET,
6. CREWS REPORT SIGHTING 1 - 6 VESSELS, FAIRLY LGRCL PROCEEDING
CFAST, HEADING W TO 8W ABOUT 15 MILES OFF COAST, VIGINITY OF BORKUM

AND OESFRVED GOTH BEFORE AND AFTER BOMDING OF TARGET., OBSERVATION
VADE FROM 20 = 26,000 FEET. TIMED AT A FEW MINUTES EVTHER SIDE OF
1040 HOURS. ONE 8-17 A/C SEEN AT 1120 FROM 20,000 FEET TO BE GOING
Dol 1N PIECES APPROXIMATELY 30 MILES N OF EWMDEN Hanéxme NW AT ABOUT
10,000 FEET. ~THREE PARACHUTES FROM THIS A/C WERE SEEN, ANOTHER.CREW
OGSERVED WHAT 1S POSSIELY THE SAME §=17 A/C WITH ONE ENGINE FEATHERED
AKD IN DISTRESS MEAR BORKUM HEADING NW. OBSERVATION MADE AT 1115 FROM
23,000 FEET., ANOTHER CBSERVATION OF WHAT 138 POSSIBLY THE SAME B-17
A/C IN DISTRESS WAS MALE AT 1101 FROW 26, 300 FEET. 8-17 A/C SEEN TO
PEEL OFF FROM ABOVE AND DROP % = 1,000 FEET AND PULL OUT WITH ONE
ENGINE FEATHERED AND TRAIL NG WHITE SMOKE BUT TRYING TO FOLLOW THE
FORMATION. - A LITTLE LATER THIS B=17 STARTED DROPPING AWAY 1TH TWO
FW1901S FOLLOWING HIM DOWN. AT 0907 HOURS ON THE WAY OUT ONE CREW
REPORTS WHAT APPEARED TO GE A FLOATING PARAGHUTE 25 MILES NE OF THE
WASH. THIS PARACHUTE WAS NOT FROWM REPORTING FORMATION.



LINCS OF SMOKEPOTS I1H OPERATION ON ‘ruf\.mlr'\ S

S1LEs D07

i
. e wr B3

i LINGS SEIRNG ARDUT ONE RILE LORNG, |

o~ %1
A 2



 TARGETS: Emden and Targets of Opportunity
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A.P.0. 634

Vo .},‘LFADQUARTERS VIII EOMBER COMi:AND

" Bomber Cohmamd Narrative of Operations

Day Operation - 15 May 1943

Mission No, 57

- Heligoland and Dune Islandss

fair resultse.

Number of Aircraft

detrimental and, while 50.
he arca, results are poor.
Fighter Command carri
mmsterdam and Dutch Island areass

Cloud cover over the primary target prevented bombi
Wing attacked targets of opportun
Islands as principal objectives,
The 4th Provisional
Weather over this target was
and 86,5 tons of HE fcll on t
118 -P-47s of the VIII
level over Rotterdam,

ity in western Germany =
and dropped 183.
Wing and the 351 Gr

ng so 76 B-17s of 1lst

Heligoland and Dune

5 tons high explosives with

oup attacked Emden,

5 tons of incendiaries
-8ix B-17s arc missing.

ed out a diversionary sweep at high

Personnel Casualties

Group (Dispatched Attacking'Abortive* Lost) Claims Missing Wounded Killed
> ekl f B
1st Wing - Targets of Opportunity
91 25 2L 1 0] 0 8~3 -6 0 0 0
92 10 9 1 o 1  1-0-2 10 0] 0
303 2L 7 1 16 L ;3=l=g- 10 ) 0
305 30 17 3 12 0 11-2-8 o~ 7 1
306. 2 19 A4 k- 3 6 -14h- 11 31 0 0
113 76 5 R gy 5 °29-20- 30 51 7 1
Lth Prov,Wing and 351AGrouQ - Imden
9% 26 Cogh gl v BTG @0l O 0~ 0
S5 12 7 5 0 0 3-2-0 (o 0 -0
96 23 19 L & =8 6-1~-0 0 0 0]
351 19 18 1 0 1 3-0-0 10 _O_ 0
80 59 22 . O 1,1 -3-1 10 0 0
' 135 26 32 6 M3-23-31 6l 7 1

Totals: 193

% UAM denotes mechanical or personncl failures,
Nl denotes abortives due to,weather, recall, cnemy action, etce

1st Wing - 76 B-17s dropped 74l x 500 GP from 21,000 - 26,000 fte
at 1050-1055 hrs. on targets of oppertunity in Germany. kiost of the bombs fell
on Heligoland Islard; some on Dune; and 10 on Wangerooge Island. Strike photos
show bursts on the barracks, Artillery Depot, residential area and submarine
harbor of Heligoland, and many bursts on the airfields and runways at Dune.

BOLMBING RESULTS:

s e



Lth Prov, Wing and. 351 Group - 59 B-1T7s dropped 202 x 500 1b.
clusters of 4lb. incendiaries and‘3h§ x 500 GP from 24,000 - 27,000 fta at 1056~
1103 hrs. in the vicinity of Emden. Strike photos show a concentration of bursts
on the Grosses Mecr and Dic Hiwe about 4 miles N.E, of Emden. P.R.U, report
states that no fresh damage is scen at the town of Emden, port and Nordseewerke
Shipyarde - ' ‘

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BCB: 1lst Wing - 37 afc failed to bomb. - 28 because the
bomb run was too short on account of cloud; 3 were lost before the target area;
1 was damaged by e/a and jdttisoned.bombs; L, because of mechanical and equipment
failurcs; and 1 because a/c took off too late to catch formations

: ‘ Lth Wing and 351 Group - 21 a/c failed to bombe =
2 were sparcs and returned to base; 12 bccause of rechanical and equipment
failures; and 7 because thicy took off too late. :

ENCOUNTERS: 1st Wing - More than 100 ¢/a werc reported, mostly Fi=190s and.Me-10°
With some twin-engined a/c which were Ju-88s, Me-110s and Me-210s, Encounters
began abt North Frisian Islands on way in and continued until 10 miles W, of
Heligoland on way back, Attacko followed no set pattcern, put came from all
directions around the clock. Two groups reported that fightcrs picked on the
following lower groupsSe Air to air bombing again oecurrede E/A colorings
obscrved worc: yollow, white, bluc and yellow-nosed Fi-190s; ke-109s camouflaged
like Spitfires; an 1ic-109 with black fuselage and white wings; and some ¢/a with
upper half of rudder painted orange.

Lth Prov.iling and 351 Group - Encmy air opposition was ‘slight, from
35 to 4O e/a sighted, but atbacks were not pressed home. B/A were mostly FW-190s
and Me-109s with a fow Me-110s, Atbacks began .near Borkum Tslend and lasted over
target and out to sea for about 20-25 minutes. - They came from all dircctions
around the clock, but mostly from the tail and low, Coloring were varied:
about one-half had yellow noscs; others were red~nQﬁcs_ang_ﬂigg_gipgg_gilxgr;
black and yecllowish camouflaged to ook like Spitfires; one reported all silver
with brown nosc and several marked like P-LTse i

CASUALTIES: Personncl: lst Wing - 51 crew members are missing, T slightly wounded
and 1 killede 7 chutes scen from planc down at 53005'N-08°20‘7; L, from a/c down
out, of control 20-28 miles NW of Heligoland; 5. chutes from a/c .down 10 miles NW of
Wilhelmshaven; and 1 from a/c down in spin 30 miles NW of Heligolande

e : . Lth Prov.Wing and 351 Group - 10 crew members are missing
from plane attacked by c/a at 51,0201N~-06181E. - 5 to 6 chutes seen.

Equipment 1st Wing - lost 5'B-17s4 1 on fire at 53005 ! N-08°20E;
1 blew up when attacked by ¢/a 2 milcs 3 of Heligoland; 1 down 20-28 miles NW of
Heligeland and ae 10 miles NW of Wilhelmshaven,

\ ..~ hth Proveiling and 351 Group - lost a B-17 attacked by e/a
ot 5L0201N-06°181% and both wings blew offy " © & .

Estimated Battle Damage: 1st Wing = 21 "A", L uAC" and 1 "B,
F e Lth Prov,Wing and 351 Group - 9 NAN,

- 2
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FLAK: 1lst Wing:- Slight flak, accurate for height but poor for deflectiorn,
encountered at Trischen Island, Scharnhorn or Neuwerk Islands, and Alte liellum.
'Slight inaccurate flak at Heligoland,

Lth Prov,Wing and 351 Group - Flak over target was slight to moderate and
inaccurate - bursts were black and low, Slight inaccurate flak from Aurich,
Appingedam, between coast and Rottumeroog, and vicinity of Borkum Island, Three

flak ships off Rottumeroog Island also fired on formation,

ROUTE: 1st Wing — Bases to Louth to 5,9501N-06240'E to 51,°201N-08%151E to Alte
ficllum, right turn to Heligoland; to 54°351N-07°10'E to 50°001N~04°001E to Cromer
to bascse : , . .

Lth Prov.Wing and 351 Group - Bascs to gh°50'N-O(>°OO'E to within sight of
North Frisian Islands, back towards 5,°50!N ~06 00'E thence to Baltrum Island to
I,P,, 5 miles No of Aurich, to target; left turn to _point 5 miles W, of
Rottumeroog Island to 5,°201N-05°20'E to 51°101N-04°001E to Cromer to basess

WEATHER: 1st Wing - At take-off, clouds werc L, to 6/10 alto-cumulus above 10000 ft
with 2/10 fine cirrus, very high, Visibilities were 25 miles in haze. Over North
Sea it was clear with visibility 2-3 miles in haze. At 53030'N-O2°l5‘E,
conditions were 10/10 alto-stratus, thin at 12,000 fte with 10/10 cirro-stratus
at 28,000 ft, Alto-stratus broke at 30 miles from coast but began again at
Frisian Islands, Persistent contrails 18,000 = 20,000 ft, Over primary target,
clouds were 10/10 alto-stratus at 12,000 ft, with 10/10 cirrus at 28,000 fta
Holes were found in cloud over Heligoland, Dunc and Viangerooge Islands, Weather
conditions on route back were the same as route out,

Lth Prov.iling and 351 Group - Veather was the same except that a hole
was found in the cloud cover over Emden arcae

OBSERVATIONS: DNear Heligoland an Me-109F was hit by flak and exploded. An A/D
Was seen on Neuwerk Island and a few coastal convoys sighted. One group reports
that when FW-190s came in to attack, onc shot off a red flare. An a/c resembling
a twin-engined transport was scen on A/D at Borkum,




HEADQUART 2% LINEWY.FIPEE S L ARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Group Navigator -

Kay 15, 1943

SUBJECT: HAVIgA%ion Report re Operations May 16th, 1943
70 The Operations 0fficer, 95th Bombardment Group (H)

1. An analysis of the Operations Mission of May 15th by the
85th Bombardment Group (H) is herewith presentedt

(a) The "Take Off" ocourred at 7:i32 with seven planes
passing in formation over the base on course at 08300.

LEG: FLICGHT EPLAN: QEERATIONSS SQUMENTS,
To Peterbhorough ©8:05 08306 Rendez~vous effected with 94th Gp.
Splasher # 4 08332 08:31 Rendez-vous effect with 402nd Gp

and 96th Gp,, 402nd4 leading.

To 54 BON - 8 60B 0931356 09160 Flight drift consideradbly to the
South of course turning on approx
imately 654 10N-5 50E,

To 54 OON~6 Z0E 10119 10¢10 As a result of prior error Flight
mede landfell-on Ikkand of Schiere.
monnikoog.

To Baltrum 10t60 10:80 After first landfall flight turned

out to sea returning to enemy
coast maeking landfall on lsland of
Julst working up coast to Island
of Baltrum to effect corssing per

schedule.
PosdnF vl 10t54 10154 Aurich, the I.P. concealed by low
‘ : orographic layer of stratus.
To Emden © 11200 11500 "BOMBS AWAI" Alt, 26,200
IAS 135
Course! 210
To Rottumeroog 11:3% 11:34 Formation turned beyond target

pessing over West bank of Fums
Bstuary and over Borkum Island, .

To 54 30N6 20B 11341 11137

To 64 10N 4 OO 12100 12:02 Estimated position on turn
B3 63N « 03 obE
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Ig_q.: FLIGHT PLAN OPERATIONS COHMENTS
ToCromer 12:61 12:02 3 miles South of Cromer
To Alconbury 13:;19 13:20

(b) No faillure s of navigation instruments reported. Review of log
sheets raevealed a lack of DR recordings by navigators on overwater hop, tho
a 11 professed they knew flight to be to the South of course.prescribed by
flight plan, (Crisiciem directed to error of formation leader in taking
plenes direotly over anti-airoraft battories on Rast bank of Frms estuary snd the
Island of Borkum., Suggested that prior to take~off navigator discuss in detail flak
areca with pilot and pilot determine his licensed area of mansuverability within
tenets of ajr discipline. QDMs employed for practice into Alconbury; splasher
beacon fixes of creditable accuracy taken on return flight. pffobt to get WP
fixes frustratod by congestion,

WILLARD W. BROWN,
lst 1,t., Air Corps,
group Navigation officer



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (")
office of the Group Commander

‘APO 634, |
19 May, 1943.
SUBJECT: Report on the Operations of the 95th Bombardment 3
Group (H) on 15 May 1943,

TO : Commanding General, Fourth Borbardment Wing, APO 634.

1. Group orders contemplated dispatching twelve (12)
aircraft and twelve (12) were available for the mission except
for incendiary bombs, Due to the lack of this type of bomb at
this base, the time comsumed in obtaining same, and the lack of
experienced personnel, only seven (7) were avallable for take~off
at 8:05, The remaining five (5) were loaded by 8:30, tcok off
in an effort to join the Group enroute but were unable to do 8o ,
due to oxygen difficulties in the case of four (4).

2, Six (6) aircraft from the 94th Group were attached
this organization for this mission., The flight plan contemplated
that these ailrcraft would rendezvous with the 95th over Alconbury.
howerver, the 92nd Group took off from Alconbury just prior to
the 95th and the detachment from the 94th joined the 92nd in
error,

3., After take-off and assembly this Group- rendezvoused
with the 94th at Peterborough at 8:30 and with the 35lst and
the 96th at Splasher 4 at 8:31, The wing then proceeded on
course. Due to the low cruising of the lesd Group, this Group
had considerable difficulty in remaining in formation and was
able to do so only thru continued"S-ing" however when the climp
to altitude was started, no further difficulty was encountered.
Bombing altitude was sreached just prior to the turn back out for
the diversion and maintalned until beyond Barkum Island on the
route out. It appeared that the lead Group overshot the diversion
turn at 54 degrees 00 min N, 6 degrees 30 min E, Since the
East Frisian Islands were in sight before the turn was made.,
Upon approaching the coast, the apparenetly heavy undercast over
the target area was apparent.

4, On the diversion and the route in, marked vapor trails
were developed by all aircraft.

5, On the route in, Baltrum Island was crossed on
schedile at 10:50 and flight proceeded to Aurech, the IP which
was concealed by a low layer of Stratus. Target was obscured by
Stratus clouds until flight was almost directly over the target.
Bombs wererelessed at 11:00 from 26,200 feet.

-l e



REPORT 15 May 1943, Con't.

6. After passing over the target Wing turned south to
Southern tip of Emms Estuary, thence right and northwest over
Borkum Island. After devarture from Borkum Island Wing let down
and proceeded on course home. About 12:00, the First Wing was be=-
low us on their route home from Kiel, .

7. #nemy aircraft, FW 190 and ¥E 109, initiated attacks
over the target and continued until the wing was approximetéill
30 miles off~-shore on the route out., ¥oat attacks were from
below and hehind, some from 3:00 ocloek snd 9:00 oclock. All
were persistent and pressed home.

8, Yeavy flak was encountered over Baltrum Island and
more or less flakm the entire route, Hoderate, falrly accurate
flak over the target and over the east sand west banks of the
Emms Estuary. Flak over Borkum Island was moderate and
particularly accurate, Approximately twenty (204 mlles off
the coast, flak from flak ships was encountered in deflection.

9, There were evidences of smoke pots on the outskirts
of Emden, however the smoke off the ClIty'and:thé haziness make
this observation of questionable value.

10, a. Yo casualties.
P. No ailrecraft missing. ~
T. Battle damage = minor.
d. Seven aircraft over the target.
=~ Seven alrcraft dropped bombs.
Sixty Six (66) bombs dropped.

Colonel, Alr Corps,
Commanding.



